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over bonuses 


Labour fury over sweeteners 


PETER RODGERS 
and CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 


Six directors of Rail track may 
get bonuses of up to 100 per 
cent of iheir salaries under an 
incentive scheme that could 
add £900,000 lo the board's 
earnings and which is bound to 
provoke new opposition to the 
Government's troubled rail pri- 
vatisation. 

The bonuses — to be paid in 
shares in the privatised company 
• - come despite a promise by 
Robert Horton, chairman of 
. Rail track, to ban “fat cat” re- 
wards by eschewing share op- 
tions,' 

■. . • The prospectus for the sale 
of 'Rafltrack published yesterday 
, gives details of the long-term in- 
centive scheme. The payments 
exclude options and instead 
will be made by the company 
through the purchase of shares 
to be given to directors and top 
executives. This is on top of an- 
nual bonuses for the board of 
up to 40 per rent of basic salary. 

Angered by the incentive 
scheme and by a decision to 
sweeten the privatisation with 
a £69m dividend paid out of last 
year's profits - when the com- 
pany was state-owned - Labour 
said it would mount an attempt 
to overturn the Government's 
one-vote majority in tomor- 
row's Commons debate. It will 
tiy to block the sale by mar- 
shalling support from Ulster 
Unionist MPs and Tories un- 
happy with rail policy. 

The sale includes an un- 
precedented array of sweeten- 
ers to ensure successful 
privatisation, with discounts 
and bonus shares as well as the 
£69m extra dividend. 

The Opposition's transport 
spokeswoman, Clare Short, 
condemned the sell-off, saying 
privatisation would damage the 
country's rail network and dri- 
ve more people on to the roads. 
She said; “We believe that it's ■ 
a grave breach of the national 
interest to sell off all our sig- 
nalling, the tracks and stations 
in every town and city in the 
land at a very , very cheap price." 
The controversial directors’ 


incentive scheme requires di- 
rectors to use half their annu- 
al bonuses t of salary to buy 
shares in Rail track. After three 
years, the company will award 
each director a multiple of the 
shares he has bought, based on 
two key measures. 

These arc the growth in the 
company’s earnings per share 
and a separate measure of how 
far Rail track has achieved per- 
formance targets. 
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The maximum payout each 
year would be five times the 
amount of shares the director 
has bought. The view in the City 
was that the targets were de- 
manding but achievable. 

The prospectus said the di- 
rectors had been given an or- 
dinary bonus of 172 percent in 
1994-5, after theGoverarnent re- 
duced it from the 25 per cent es- 
timated by the board. For the 
year just ended, a 30 per rent 
bonus has been set, 75 percent 
of the mariimifli - 

John Edmonds, the chief ex- 
ecutive, has the highest basic 
salary at £168,000, and is the 


only one to get a rise this year 
- of i 


£26,000. 

While Labour is not com- 
mitting itself to re nationalisa- 
tion, the party is convinced 
that its campaign against the 
sale will dampen down enthu- 
siasm among the general pub- 
lic to buy shares. 

The party launches an ad- 
vertising campaign today on 
the theme of The Great Train 


Robbery, with the claim that pri- 
vatisation is costing every tax- 
payer £103. 

Ms Short said it would be ‘‘ir- 
responsible'' for Labour simply 
to threaten potential investors 
it would take back Rail track if 
it won power. Railtrack argues 
that the prime reason for sell- 
ing 100 per rent of the shares 
was not to make it harder for a 
future Labour government to 
re-oationalise the network, but 
to do what was right for the rail- 
way industry. 

While Labour is unlikely to 
win Wednesday's vote, Tory 
MPs with doubts about the 
break-up of the railways were 
given more ammunition by fig- 
ures revealed by the Capital 
Transport Campaign last night 
which showed that more than 70 
per rent of passenger services 
in London and the south-east 
have deteriorated since the 
break-iip of BR in 1994. 

An alliance of unions and 
pressure groups opposed to 
privatisation said they were 
considering legal action over the 
£69m dividend, which will be 
shared by new shareholders in 
October. * 

Jonathan Bray, co-ordinator 
of the Save Our Railways group, 
which late last year mounted a 
partially successful legal action 
against the sell-off said; “The 
Government is so desperate to 
make a success of the sale that 
they plan to bribe investors 
with a £7Chn sweetener. We 
will be taking this issue up with 
our lawyers." 

SOR launches a separate le- 
gal action today when it starts 
proceedings against the fran- 
chise director, Roger Salmon, 
over his decision to bar British 
Rail from bidding for the LTS 
franchise whose allocation was 
held up following revelations of 
a fraud. 

Details were also released of 
a poll which claimed that half 
of Rail trade's senior managers 
and more than four out of five 
of its middle managers were op- 
posed to the rapid seQ-off of the 
company. 

The price of success, page 2 
Leading article, page 14 



A woman in Nabafiyet breaks down after being told that two young relatives had been killed during the Israeli aerial and artillery offensive 


Israelis blast power station 


ROBERT FISK. 

Beirut 


Ignoring France’s initiative to 
halt the onslaught on Lebanon,' 
Israel yesterday destroyed an- 
other of the country's key pow- 
er plants, setting the electricity 
station in the Mein hills ablaze 
while opening a missile bom- 
bardment on the southern port 
of Tyre. 

Beirut's power supply was cut 
by two thirds after an Israeli he- 
licopter fired a rocket into the 
station at Bsaleem outside the 
Christian eastern suburbs of 
Beirut - an area mto which uo 
Hizbollah has ever set foot - 
sending a two-mile column of 
smoke over the Mediterranean. 

Lebanese and Syrian anti- 
aircraft batteries have now been 
positioned across west Beirut in 
apparent readiness for what so 


many Lebanese fear, an Israeli 
attack on the international air- 
port. Five passenger airliners, 
-including the regular Middle 
East Airlines flight from Lon- 
don, were forced to circle the 
dty for 90 minutes during the 
afternoon as Israeli helicopters 
staged another raid over the 
southern suburbs of the city, 
wounding one man when they 
fired missiles into two buildings. 
Throughout the day, anti-air- 
craft batteries fired repeatedly 
into the sky over the capital as 
Israeli jets made reconn aisance 
flights across Beirut. 

In Paris, the Lebanese 
prime minister spoke gloomily 
of the end of the Middle East 
peace process while the Unit- 
ed Nations in southern 
Lebanon logged a significant in- 
crease in Lhe fighting by both 
sides. In the 24 hours ending at 


Sam yesterday, Israel had fired 
4,000 shells into the UN zone 
alone, 52 of them landing dose 
to UN positions. Par their part, 
the Hizbollah - supposedly tar- 
geted by “surgical strikes” from 
Israeli aircraft — mounted their 
heaviest daily retaliation bom- 
bardment yet against northern 
Israel: 90 Katyusha rockets 
fired off towards Galilee. 

Other reports suggest that 
the Hizbollan may have fired as 
many as 400 Katyushas at Israel 
in 24 hours, including rockets 
fired from north of the Lilani 
river, further proof that the 
guerrilla force has not been 
cowed by the Israeli attack. 
Since the offensive began on 11 
April, not one Hizbollah mem- 
ber or Israeli soldier has been 
reported killed The dead com- 
prise 23 civilians, two Lebanese 
soldiers and a Syrian officer. 


In a transmission that prob- 
ably had its eye on CNN re- 
transmission rather than reality, 
Htebollah’s television station 
showed film of around 50 young 
men with their faces blackened 
and with what appeared to be 
explosives strapped to their 
chests, announcing that they 
formed a special “martyrs’ 
brigade" which would attack Is- 
raeli targets and “American in- 
terests" in retaliation for US 
support for the Israeli attacks. 


By dusk, Beirut was starting 
to resemble the old civil war 


unkempt gardens the home of 
anti-aircraft guns. Power cuts 
stopped mains water pumps. 
Given the air attacks on the two 
electricity stations over the past 
two days - the only “surgical 
strikes'* Israel has actually un- 
dertaken - the collapse of the 
city's infrastructure is clearly 
what the Israelis intend. 

Divisions in EU, page 9 


Hopes for feelgood factor get triple boost 


t DIANE COYLE 

3 Economics Editor 


Government hopes for a return 
of the “feelgood factor” re- 
reived a boost yesterday thanks 
to evidence of a livelier hous- 
ing market, a jump in retail 
spending and further good news 
on inflation. 

Activity in the housing mar- 
ket in March was the strongest 
for two years, according toasur- 
vey of estate agents. Four out 
of five said the number of view- 
ings and enquiries had risen by 
10 per cent or more. 


A separate survey showed a 
surge in spending on the high 
street, which was 7-5 per cent 
higher than the same month a 
year earlier even after adjusting 
for the impact of an early East- 
er. Official figures also showed 
the increase in prices charged 
by manufacturers at the facto- 
ry gate declined to its lowest 
since December 1994. 

witoout”in?Iafon helpeiffake 
shares in London to a record 
high last night 
The housing market is show- 
ing signs of underlying strength. 


according to the Royal Institute 
of Chartered Surveyors. In a 
typical comment, Robert Cor- 
mack, an estate agent in New- 
port, Gwent, said; “After too 
many false dawns this decade, 
we are now cautiously advising 
buyers and sellers that signs of 
improvement in the property 
market are staring to show." 

Nearly a fifth of the estate 
agents reported modest house 
price increases, although most 
said prices remained flat. But 
many said houses still had to be 
realistically priced to self 

The upbeat survey follows the 


Halifax building society’s recent 
report that house prices rose for 
the eighth month running in 
March, the longest sustained 
increase since 1989. 

The brighter news on the 
housing front coincided with a 
survey of retailers showing a 
much stronger trend in high 
street spending last month. 

The amount spent on retail 
sales surged by 7.5 per rent in 
the year to March. Adjusting for 
Easter, which had a big impact 
on DIY, food and electrical 
sales, the year-on-year increase 
remained a buoyant 4 .5-5.0 per 


cent It was concentrated on 
electrical goods, household 
items and furniture. 

Hugh Clark, trading policy 
director of the British RelaD 
Consortium, said: “We are par- 
ticularly encouraged to see this 
happen before people get the 
benefits of the tax cuts." 

He added: “Our members 
are detecting a distinct im- 
provement in consumer confi- 
dence.” Lower mortgage rates 
would continue to help retail 
spending, he said. 

The sparks of recovery in 
consumer spending have shown 


no 

er 


terday revealed that prices 
charged by manufacturers at the 
factory gate rose 3.4 per cent in 
the year to March- the lowest 
annual increase since the end of 
1994. 

Beef prices at the producer 
level dropped 0.9 per cent in 
March thanks to the mad cow 
scare, but other meat prices 
jumped by S3 per rent, mean- 
ing prices charged by food pro- 
ducers climbed 1.2 per cent 
overall. 

Footsie record, page 16 


IN BRIEF 


'Bristol' goes west 

The Bristol & West, Britain’s 
ninth largest building society 
was sold to the Bank of Ireland 
for £600m yesterday. Page 16 


Professor accused 

A theology professor in the 
Free Church of Scotland has de- 
nied skeharges of indecent as- 
sault , Page3 



9" 


United drop grey strip after black day 


NICK DUXBURY 


Manchester United’s grey foot- 
ball kit yesterday became a col- 
lector’s item as the “snip they 
couldn't see” was consigned to 
the dustbin after less than a sea- 
son. 

The outfit, winch adorned the 
likes of Cantona and Giggs on 
United’s appearances away 
from their home ground of Old 
Halford, was Warned for a 
string of disappointing results 
and will be replaced by an aU- 
white version. - 

United are on the verge of 
winning the Premiership title - 


the biggest prize in football - de- 
spite having lost four and drawn 
one of the five games in which 
the unlucky, two-tone design 
had been worn. 

The last straw canfe on Sat- 
urday at Southampton when, af- 
ter going in three goals down at 
half-time , the United manager, 
AteRagpsoo, entered a switch 
to the team's blue and white 
third kit. The changed worked, 
but only partially as United 
tost.3-1. 

“The players couldn't jack 
each other out,” Ferguson said. 
“Theysaid it was difficult to see 
their team-mates at distance 


when they lifted their heads. It 
was nothing to do with super- 
stition. This club went 26 years 
without winning the league and 
we didn’t think about changing 
the red shirts. It’s nothing to do 
with that at alL” 

Thousands of parents, who 
bought the Umbra-manufac- 
tured grey shirts - priced £29.99 
and £39.99 - for their children, 
will now have to finance the 
change to white, although Um- 
bra has attempted to soften the 
blow by reducing the price by 

• However, England’s biggest 
and wealthiest dub - the kit deal 


with Umbro is worth £80m 
over six years - were already 
committed to fringing out a new 
version of their traditional red 
shirt for next season and will 
change the blue and white third 
kit at the turn of the year. 

Tony Kershaw, the secretary 
of the National Federation of 
Football Supporters’ Clubs, 
said: “You can only sum it up 
as a rip-off. Changing all three 
kits in the course of one season 
is totally unfair to the fans of all 
age groups, not just children, 
linked fans will want to have all 
three kits and they are just be- 
ing taken for a ride.” 



Grey period: United’s Ryan 
Giggs in the ill-feted strip 
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Raiitrack flotation: Labour spokesman pulls out of interviews while Government raises stakes 


Short tax row 

blunts attack 
on rail sell-off 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Senior aides of Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader, last night made 
it clear that Care Short would 
not be sacked after she fuelled 
further anger in the Blair camp 
over her remarks on tax. 

However, long-term doubts 
remained about her chances of 
gaining a place in a Blair Cab- 
inet, ifLabour win office, after 
she defiantly said: “I will not be 
silenced.” 

She pulled out of a series of 
interviews on the privatisation 
of Raiitrack yesterday, although 
she is Labour's leading 
spokesman on transport, 
because of the row over her 
remarks on tat. 

A Toty Parly aide said: “If I’d 
seen her today I would have giv- 
en her a big hug and a kiss. Wc 
were in real trouble until she 
opened her mouth.” 

Labour leadership sources 
were angry last night that Ms 
Short's remarks blunted 
Labour’s attack on the flotation 
of Raiitrack yesterday, and de- 
flected attention from Mr 
Blair's successful Washington 
trip and Labour’s triumphant 
by-election victory in Stafford- 
shire South East 

“We were on a roll until this 
happened,” said a senior 
Labour source. Il threatens to 
undermine Labour's attack on 
the lories over the privatisation 
of Raiitrack in a full-scale Com- 
mons debate which Ms Short 
will open tomorrow. 



Clare Short' Politicians 
should take a moral stand 

The Blair sources were dou- 
bly irritated that after making 
the remarks at the weekend on 
GAfTV, she allowed the row to 
revive for a second day by seek- 
ing to defend them on BBC ra- 
dio as a stand of principle. 

Ms Short said politicians had 
to Lake a moral stand. She also 
dismissed criticism from the 
Blair camp that she had been 
“unprofessional” to suggest that 
“people like me” should pay 
more in tax. 

As Labour tried to limit the 
damage, a senior Blair aide 
said: “Gate is not going to leave 
the Shadow Cabinet." 

Ms Short accused the press 
of “a conspiracy to stop politi- 
cians talking honestly - so you 
get robots who just clone what 
they’re told to say out of press 
releases. 

“And someone like me. who 


says what 1 really think, is sup- 
posed to be quiet and not speak 
the truth. And I will not be si- 
lenced.” 

John Prescott, the deputy 
leader of the party, said she had 
accepted the collective respon- 
sibility of the Shadow Cabinet 

He added: “1 think everyone 
of us in the Shadow Cabinet 
likes to speak their minds on oc- 
casions. I have been known to 
do it myself. But there is Shad- 
ow Cabinet responsibility and all 
of us have to take that into ac- 
count And I am reassured that 
Clare, in her view, actually put 
forward the collectively re- 
sponsible policy of the Shadow 
Cabinet 

“She has made that dear. She 
has been somewhat annoyed at 
the mischievous way her re- 
marks have been interpreted in 
the press. 

“Clare has made one or two 
persona] remarks about her 
own personal situation. She is 
entitled to make a personal re- 
mark.” 

“Tony Blair has a serious 
problem on his hands,” said a 
spokesman for Conservative 
Central Office. 

“He either has to tell the 
truth about Labour’s tax plans 
or sack Clare Short 

“People want to know what 
taxes they will have to pay un- 
der a Labour government He 
has to tell the truth. Middle in- 
come families, all families, want 
an answer,” the spokesman 
added. 

Leading article, page 14 



IRA bus 
bomb 

was old 

and 
table 


For sale: The Cambridge to London rail line in mid-Essex. Labour leaders fear Clare Short’s 
remains on tax have bluntpd their attack on RaHtrack flotation Photograph: Brian Harris 


Sweeteners offered to make sale success 


PETER .RODGERS 

Business Editor 


The. Government yesterday dis- 
played its determination to 
make the Raiitrack sale a suc- 
cess inthe face of threats from 
the Labour Party to toughen 
controls on the company. A 
£69m additional dividend, to be 
paid in October out of profits 
made while Raiitrack was state 
owned, is one of a number of 
sweeteners designed to make 
the privatisation more attractive. 

City analysts said the Gov- 
ernment has structured the 
£lJSbn sale to give returns in the 
first year, both from dividends 
and discounts, above those seen 
in most previous privatisations, 
and four or five times as high 
as a building society. This does 


not mean an investment in 
Raiitrack is as safe as building 
society, because the value of the 
shares can go up or down. But 
the high initial returns could 
underpin the value of the shares 
in the stock market. 

The signs so far are that the 
marketing drive is haring an im- 
pact. SBC Vforbuig, the invest- 
ment bank handling the sale, 
said 9 10,000 potential investors 
had registered by last Thursday 
with share shops run by 110 
banks, building societies and 
other financial companies in- 
volved in the sale. Only those 
registered get special discounts 
and bonus shares. 

The number includes 140,000 
private clients automatically 
registered by the share shops, 
but even so is weD above the lev- 


el expected in the early stages 
of the marketing campaign. As 
an incentive to hurry and reg- 
ister, the Government said the 
lists would be closed soon but 
did not say when. Other sweet- 
eners. apart from the £69m 
dividend, include a discount for 
private investors. They are 
thought likely to pay about 5 per 
cent less than City institutions. 

In addition, there will be a 
15p a share discount - up to a 
maximum of £120 -on the sec- 
ond instalment payment on tbe 
shares, which is due in June 
1997. Instead of the second 
discount, buyers will be able to 
choose one free share for every 
IS they hold up to a maximum 
of 1,200 shares. 

The preliminary or “path- 
finder" prospectus for the sale. 


published yesterday, makes 
dear there is unlikely to be the 
huge property development bo- 
nanza once claimed by the 
Labour Party, which has 
promised to change the rules to 
clawback some of the money. 

The prospectus says Rail- 
track’s property income for the 
six years to 31 March 2001 is ex- 
pected to be £l,000m, of which 
about £25 0m is from sales of 
property. The rest is from rent 

Under an agreement with 
John Swift, the rail regulator, 
Raiitrack keeps 75 per cent of 
any excess profits it makes on 
property, with the rest going to 
the train operating companies. 

However, the prospectus 
makes clear that tbe £lbn prop- 
erty proceeds have already been 
accounted for in setting the lev- 


el of track access charges paid 
by train operators. The sharing 
75 per cent mechanism only 
comes into operation if there 
are additional profits such as a 
windfall from developing sites 
owned by RaBtrack. 

The bulk of Rail track’s prop- 
erty is an intrinsic part of the 
railway operations and - ac- 
cording to estimates by Hiller. 
Parker May & Rowden, the 
chartered surveyors - other 
property owned by the compa- 
ny has a total value of £230m. 
This ranges from a stake in the 
Broadgate office development 
in the City of London to the 
Central Hotel in Glasgow. 

Clare Short. Labour's trans- 
port spokeswoman, said: “A 
worry to investors will be the val- 
ue put on Raillrack's property 


portfolio; £230m will not pro- 
vide tbe bumper development 
potential many had hoped for. 
Labour wfll channel all 


from property development 
back into infrastructure.” 

However, the absence of 
large property gains takes the 
sting out of Labour's threat to 
change the sharing arrange- 
ment for property- profits. City- 
analysts said it meant Labour’s 
promised changes would have 
less of an effect on the value of 
the company to shareholders. 

Labour has also promised 
much tougher regulation of 
RaD track, but the Oty does not 
appear to bave been deterred 
because the threat was accom- 
panied by a promise not to can- 
cel existing contracts against the 
wishes of the parties to them. 


uns 


JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 

The IRA bomb that acridentalty 
detonated on a bus m central 
London, killing t he terrorist 
carrying it, went off l l 

wEFan old device that had 
been badly maintained, police 
have concluded. . 

Commander John Grieve 
head of the Anti-Terronst 
Squad, is expected to reveal this 
today at the inquest into the 
death of the bomber, Edward 
O'Brien. He will also disclose 
that O’Brien, contrary to earli- 
er reports, was not an inexpe- 
rienced “lilywhite”, but a 
hardened terrorist responsible 
for several other attacks. 

It is understood that all 
the film from the dosed-circuit 
camera fitted on the No 171 
double decker was destroyed 
during the explosion at the 
Aldwycb. Until now', it has re- 
mained a mystery as to whether 
the Anti Terrorist Branch bad 
pictures of O’Brien and any oth- 
er IRA operatives boarding the 
bus, which was reduced to a pile 
of twisted metal when the 51b 
Semi ex bomb detonated at 
1030pm on 18 February. 

Security sources believe 
O’Brien, 21, may have been in- 
tending to target the nearby 
Law Courts. Cdr Grieve is ex- 
pected to tell the inquest, which 
reopens at Westminster Coro- 
ner’s Court, that the bomb was 
alm ost certainly one left over 
from the previous IRA bomb- 
ing campaign, and was proba- 
bly about three years okL 

Fragments of the device 
found scattered around the 
wreckage indicated that tbe 
device was old and badly main- 
tained. malting it very unstable. 
Anti terrorist officers also re- 
covered O’Brien's handgun 
close to the bus. 

Anti terrorist officers were 
able quickly to find O’Brien’s 
flat in Lewisham, south-east 
London, through documents 
discovered on his body. Enough 
Semtex and bomb-making 
equipment were found at his 
home and buried in the garden 
to make a further 20 devices. 

The bus explosion was the 
third of four IRA attacks that 
have taken place since the 17- 
month ceasefire was broken in 
February by die huge Docklands 
bomb. Cdr Grieve is known to 
be satisfied with the progress of 
the investigation into the Dock- 
lands bombing. It was revealed 
in the Independent on Sunday 
that several witnesses who may 
be able to identity the terrorists 
have been found by anti terrorist 
officers. Some are on the fringes 
of the East End underworld 
and spotted the bombers in the 
final stages of their mission. 
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Major: monarchy is rock-solid 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

John Major yesterday declared 
Britain’s constitutional monar- 
chy to be “rock solid", predict- 
ing that any changes in its style 
and duties would be “gentle”. 

But as tbe Prime Minister re- 
stated bis own royalist beliefs, 
poll figures confirmed a grow- 
ing public disenchantment with 
the monarchy and a preference 
for the Princess Royal to suc- 
ceed the Queen, not Prince 
Charles. 

Twenty-three per cent of peo- 
ple questioned for a Mori poll 
said Britain would be better off 
without a queen or king, com- 
pared with only five per cent 
who thought so 12 yeans ago. 


Though Mr Major, in a pre- 
recorded interview on BBC 
television's One O’Clock News 
to mark the Queen’s 70th birth- 
day on 21 April, was eloquent 
in his praise for the Queen and 
her understanding of politics, he 
made no direct reference to any 
oF her family. 

Asked in general terms about 
recent troubles, he said: “Well 
obviously that turbulence has 
been very unwelcome... but the 
constitutional monarchy itself, 
in my judgement, is rock solid. 
I can't conceive of this counfry 
having anything other than a 
constitutional monarchy. 

“The monarchy is a very 
powerful institution indeed, 
and I think this Queen is a very 


fine exponent of a constitutional 
monarchy, so I think that the 
monarchy will emerge from its 
present troubles. 

“1 see no reason for revolu- 
tionary changes...lhese things 
evolve. That there will be 
changes. I think is certain, but 
they will be gentle and they wfll 
be consistent with the rhythm 
and tenor of the age.” 

The Prime Minister was con- 
fident that people would in- 
stinctively and intellectually 
decide Britain would not be bet- 
ter off without a monarchy. 

The Mori poll, commissioned 
for last night's World in Action 
on ITV, showed a continued ma- 
jority for the monarchy, but the 
2,000 voters questioned had a 


worrying message for the Roy- 
al Family. 

Asked who should succeed 
the Queen, the Princess Royal 
came top with 33 per cent, 
leaving Charles on 26 per cent. 
Only 47 per cent thought the 
Prince of Wales could be a 
good monarch, compared to 82 
per cent five years ago. 

Sixty-one per cent wanted a 
referendum on the monarchy’s 
future, though 62 per cent said 
they would still vote for its re- 
tention. 

Support for the monarchy 
was particularly fragile in Scot- 
land and Whies, where 71 per 
cent and 70 percent respectively 
said they wanted a referendum 
at some point. 


IN BRIEF 


Flesh-eating bug 
kills new mother 

A mother who a 


pioneering r-~ 

a recumnression chamber. 

NecrdLingfacnteisttased 

^acommonbactenawtechia-- 

cases attacks mu^eaad 

foi. There are around JJJcaK* 
in Britain each year snathe Iro 
caused 12 deaths in 1995. Mis 
Maskell, of Harlingtoa, west . 
London, became ill soot after 
having her baby and wept back . 
into hospital two weeks later. 

Cup tickets stolen 

Raidere stole 170 tideetsfoniext 
month’s FA Cup Find after 
breaking into Manchester Urat- 
ed's stadium. Paris who buy tbe. 
tickets on the black market win 
not be admitted to Wembley on 
11 May. when United - meet 
Liverpool- The chib and the FA 
wifl list the ticket numbers and 
circulate them before the game. 

Minister’s pledge 

The Government las no plans ™ 
to abolish the Department of 
Transport despite passing much 
of its work to outside agencies, . 
the Transport Secretary Sir - 
George Young inserted The 
DoTs abolition is believed to 
be supported by the Treasury . 
and the Department of Trade 
and Industry, which could take 
over some of its functions. 

Abuse case plea 

A leading barrister has called for 


of abuse atchiiidren-s homes in 
Clwyd, north WaJes^AflanLevy 
QC, who chaired the Stafford- 
shire Pin down inquiry, also 



on the case. 
Welsh Secretary; ■ William 
Hague, is expected ro announce, 
a decision later this week. - • 

Extradition futch 

Attempts to extradite IRA sus- 
pect Anthony Duncan from 
the Irish Republic face a delay 
of several months. The first ap- 
plication failed at the weekend 
because of flawed documents. 
Duncan, 26, from Dublin, was 
re-arrested and accused of IRA 
membership. Thatcfaarue must; 
be dealt with in the Irish courts . 
before a new extradition bid. - 

Culpable geratidMe 

Pest controllers: 
istrates' court w 
mist after an 
defendant spotted a giant spi- 
der. Officials feared it was a 
tarantula lost by another de- 
fendant at the Huddersfield 
court five months ago. Justices 
clerk Michael Wilson said: ** We 
have to consider public safety.'’ 

Mr Ben Silcock 

Our article “NHS accused Over 
mentally ill killers” (15 January) 
referred to Mr Ben Silcock, the 
man mauled when he dim bed 
into London Zoo’s tioo enclo- 
sure. We wish to mate it dear 
no suggestion was intended 
that Mr Silcock had killed any- 
one. We apologise to Mr SOcock 
for arty distress caused. 
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Branson plans 
airport rail link 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

RaHtrack yesterday confirmed 
that it has bad talks with 
Richard Branson's Virgin group 
over plans for a rail service link- 
ing the City of London direct- 
ly with Heathrow Airport. 

A £200,000 study by consul- 
tants Steer, Davies, Gleave, 
commissioned by Virgin, sug- 
gests that the link, using most- 
ly existing track, could be built 
for as little as £5Gm and would 
provide a 34-minute service 
between Moorgate in the City 
and the airport once the 
Heathrow Express to and from 
Paddington is completed in 
1998. Virgin City Linkwould use 
easting lines from Moorgate to 
King’s Cross Thameslink and 
then the North London line, be- 
fore linking up with the £300m 


Heathrow Express route. 

Virgin hopes its line can be 
completed to open at the same 
time as - or shortly after - the 
Heathrow Express. Mr Branson 
met the Secretary of State for 
Transport, Sir George Young, 
last month to outline his plans 
for wbat would be the first rail 
service under the “open access” 
rules created by the rail pri- 
vatisation act. 

Virgin is also in talks with the 
officials of the offices of both the 
Rail Regulator and the Fran- 
chising Director. A spokesman 
for Virgin said: “Wc arc about 
halfway through the assess- 
ment of whether the project is 
viable. Everyone is very sup- 
portive but no one thought of 
the plan before. About half 
the cost of the line would go on 
infrastructure and then new 
trains would have to be leased.” 


Farmer fined £10,000 
over false BSE claim 


A farmer who falsely claimed 
that four cows be sold at auc- 
tion had come from a BSE-free 
farm was yesterday fined 
£10.000. 

Joseph Roper signed a Min- 
istry of Agriculture declaration 
which stated the Friesian cows 
had come from a farm which 
had not experienced BSE with- 
in six years of their sale last year. 

But yesterday magistrates in 
Worcester heard that Roper, 42, 
who owns 200-acre Lower 
House Farm in Suckicy, Here- 
ford and Worcester, had re- 
ported a case of BSE in June 
1993. The court was told that 
trading standards officers from 
Hereford and Worcester Coun- 
ty Council were alerted after a 
vet at Worcester Livestock Mar- 
ket received results of a routine 
computer check to verity the 
farmer claims. 


Mohammed Irshad, prose- 
cuting, said that si gning the de- 
claration affected the sale value 
of cattle. 

He said the four charges had 
resulted from documents signed 
by Roper at three different 
sales last year. 

“This affects tbe export val- 
ue of cows and their value at 
auction. It wasn't a requirement 
that everyone had to sign the de- 
claration but if they did it 
showed BSE had not occurred 
and that affected the value of 
the cattle.” 

Mr Irshad said that Mr Rop- 
er had been informed in Octo- 
ber 5 1993 that one of his cows 
had suffered from BSE before 
being slaughtered. 

This finding, he added, 
meant the farmer could not sell 
cattle under the declaration 
until 1999, Roper’s case pie-dat- 


ed the recent BSE scare. He was 
fined £L500 for each of the four 
charges, to which he had plead- 
ed guilty. He was also told to pay 
£500 towards prosecution costs. 
Four other similar charges were 
withdrawn. 

Sentencing Roper, chairman 
of the magistrates, Brian Smith, 
said: “The bench feels very se- 
riously about malting false state- 
ments, in particular with 
something likely to enter the 
food chain.” 

For the defence, Chris Read 
had told the court that the of- 
fences had been due to a clet 
ical error. He added that Ropff 
was unaware that the cow which 
had died in 1993.bad officially 
been diagnosed as having BSE. 

Mr Read said: ““Wfe are talk- 
ing about a very busy farmer 
working long hours who simply 
mishandled his paperwork.” 
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Churchman ‘assaulted women 


PETER VICTOR 

A theology professor in ihe 
Free Church of Scotland forced 
himself on a 17-year-old girl and 
kissed her when they were 
alone in his house, a court 
heard yesterday. 

Professor Donald' Macleod. 
55, Professor of Systematic 
Theology at the church's college 
in Edinburgh, is alleged to have 
kissed or attempted to kiss four 
women and unbuttoned the 
blouse of another before 
fondling her breasts. He denies 
six charges of indecent assault 
involving five women, said to 
have taken place between 1985 
and 1992. 

The woman, now 28, told 



Denial: Donald Macleod 


Edinburgh Sheriff Court she 
had been on a visit to Edinburgh 
in 1985 when the incident took 
place in Macleod's bouse. She 
said that Macleod sent his 


son Vo go to a shop to buy 
something. While he was out, 
Macleod kept asking her how 
she Felt and she told the court 
that she began to feel uneasy. 

“I dl'd not know what be was 
looking for. He was quite agi- 
tated as well. I was fidgeting 
with my hands and T'ra sure he 
told me to stop." 

She said she had been sitting 
on the chaise-longue and being 
a bit of a tomboy, she had her 
legs slightly apart. 

Macleod came and stood be- 
tween her legs, pulled her to- 
wards him and kissed her, she 
said. The moment was broken 
when his son returned. 

La ter, a 35-year-old statistics 
lecturer said she was indecent- 


ly assaulted by Mudcod in his 
study in 19Sfi.Thai summer she 
was visiting a friend during the 
Edinburgh Festival and decid- 
ed to contact Macleod at the 
college, having met him previ- 
ously at a conference. When she 
went up to his study that 
evening, the professor told her 
she was an attractive woman 
and said his wife became jeal- 
ous. 

“At some point he started to 
touch me,” she told the court. 
He fondled her breasts and 
put bis hand up her skirt. “1 can 
remember talking about his 
wife. I can also remember say- 
ing to him that he would dam- 
age bis career if I spoke up. He 
said nobody would believe me." 


Cross-examined by Andrew 
Hardie, QC, defending, the 
woman accepted she bad writ- 
ten to Macleod after a second 
alleged assault took place in a 
shopping centre car park. She 
had praised him on bis preach- 
ing but had made no mention 
of what was meant to have 
happened. She had also start- 
ed subscribing to the church 
magazine which he edited. 

Asked if this was not odd be- 
haviour, considering what was 
meant to have happened, the 
woman said she could have 
been in denial, which was a com- 
mon reaction among victims of 
sexual assault. 

She said she had told senior 
churchmen in the Free Church 


of Scotland she would not pur 
sue the mailer unless there 
were any other complaints in 
valving Macleod, and she ex- 
pected to be told Of these. 

But later, when the church 
appeared to have dropped in 
vestigations into her complaint 
she said she had gone to the po- 
lice because she was afraid that 
a man who committed a sexu 
al assault would go on to offend 
again. But Mr Hardie said her 
story “beggared belief". 

He suggested she had made 
up the assaults after Macleod 
had snubbed her by not reply- 
ing to her tellers. Site had made 
up the complaints after her 
attentions had been rejected. 

The trial continues today. 


Transplant breakthrough: Trachea operation will give patients new lease of life 
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Throat surgery 
to save dozens 
of children 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

A team of British and German 
surgeons have developed a life- 
saving windpipe transplant 
operation which, they say. will 
save at least 50 young lives 
annually in the United Kingdom 
and Northern Europe. 

Twenty-four children aged 
between" five months and 18 
years have received a donor 
windpipe (trachea) so far, and 
16 are now living normally 
after years of ill-heaJlh. Four are 
still undergoing treatment, and 
four have died, two from com- 
■ plications after surgery, and 
(wo from unrelated causes. 

Martin Elliott, a consultant 
cardiacthoracic surgeon at 
Great Ormond Street Hospital 
for Sick Children in London, 
said the majority of children op- 
• erated on had a congenital dis- 
order of the windpipe. It was 
severely narrowed and they 
found it very difficult to breathe. 
In some babies, the narrowing 
was so severe they could not 
breathe unaided and had to be 
ventilated from birth. 

“Imagine running 100 metres 
and then breathing through a 


straw and you will get some idea 
of how distressing this must be," 
Mr Elliott said yesterday. “AU 
the children who received the 
transplant had already under- 
gone reconstructive surgery on 
their windpipes to alleviate the 
problem prior to transplanta- 
tion, but the surgery had failed. 
Transplantation was their last 
hope..." 

None of the children have 
suffered rejection of the donor 
windpipe, or other complica- 
tions of transplantation, and 
none required powerful drugs 
which suppress the immune 
system and reduce rejection. 
The surgeons believe this is due 
to the preserving process 
applied to the donor trachea 
before transplantation. 

Previous attempts at wind- 
pipe transplants had failed, and 
horn an tracheal tissue was con- 
sidered too problematic to work 
with. But Dr Qaus Herberhold 
and colleagues, from the Kinder 
Clinic at Bonn University - the 
only other centre to perform this 
operation- had perfected a fire- 
serving technique for windpipe 
tissue which appears to destroy 
its immunogenic properties. 
They had used it successfully in 



Healthy outlook: Sarah Desoto, 3, and Bode Utolo, 10, with Martin EKott RxXrjgaph: PhSp Meech 


adults whose windpipe was 
damaged by injury or disease. 

The windpipe tissue is re- 
moved from the donor within 24 
hours of death, and soaked in 
formalin for two weeks, then 
thiomersal for nine weeks, fol- 
lowed by storage in acetone for 
up to two years. 

“We do not need to type tis- 
sue and can take it from anyone 
for anyone using this preserv- 
ing,” Mr Elliott said. 

The operation, which takes 
three to eight hours, depending 
on the child's condition, 
involves partial removal of the 
narrowed segment of the wind- 



is removed from the front of the 
pipe, leaving a small portion at 
the back. 

The donor tissue is then 
“sculpted" to the appropriate 


length, and placed over a silas- 
tic stent - a special tube which 
maintains the shape of the graft 
-which is removed about three 
months after surgeiy. It is 
stitched and glued into place. 

During the healing period, a 
new lining comprised of the 
child's own cells grows over the 
graft Initially, the cells grow 
haphazardly and a child needs 
close monitoring to avoid a 
sudden blockage of the wind- 
pipe, but by about four months, 
a smooth epithelial lining cov- 
ered in tiny hairs or cilia, which 
beat to keep the airway clear, 
is in place. 

A portion of adult windpipe 
in a child of seven to eight will 
last a lifetime, however, very 
young babies who undergo the 
transplant may need another, 
larger graft as they grow, Mr El- 
liott said. 

Five children have been op- 


erated on at Great Ormond 
Street since 1991, and the re- 
mainder in Bonn. 

About 50 children a year in 
the UK and Northern Europe 
are expected to benefit from the 
operation, and the results of the 
pioneering British/German 
treatment will be presented at 
the American Association of 
Thoracic Surgeons, later this 
month. 

Lindsey Desoto, 33, from 
Lakenheath in Suffolk, whose 
daughter Sarah, was born with 
severe narrowing of the wind- 
pipe, said yesterday that she had 
resigned herself to the child's 
death after various treatments 
had failed. 

"Then she had the trans- 
plant at 18 months and has been 
absolutely fine. She is like any 
other normal three-year-old 
and just as happy as her twin, 
Adam," she said. 


Men feel ‘threat 
in the bedroom’ 


Greater power for women has 
turned men into shrinking vio- 
lets in the bedroom, according 
to a study published yesterday. 

. Counsellors report ah in- 
crease in cases of impotence 
among men who feel stripped 
of their masn iHnity- Fbr the first 
time they are seeing more pa- 
tients with this problem than ary. 
other disorder.. 

' One' in four men having jwy- 
chosexual therapy are being 
treated for impotence, com- 
pared with ISper cent who suf- 
fer from premature ejaculation. 

Some men fight back by say- 
nfcg they are not interested in , 
"sex. While others may feel so 
emasculated they are unable to 
perform, according to coun- 
sellors. 

Maij Thorburn. head of psy- 
chosexual therapy for Relate, 


said: “Over the last 10 years 
there has been a significant in- 
crease in power for women. 

“This has lead to disorder in 
desire in males, with them feel- 
ing disinterested in sex. They 
may feel that saying ‘no* to sex 
is the only power they have. Far 
others, mere may be organic 
reasons for their problems.” 

The study s based on an 
analysis of 3,696 cases between 
1992 and 1994. ' 

For women, loss of interest 
in sex is the most commonly pre- 
sented problem. Fifty per cent 
complained of a waning libido. 

Ms Thorbum said it was pos- 
sible women of the 1990s were 
less prepared to put up with un- 
satisfactory love-makmg. 

Al the same time they could 
have unrealistic expectations - 
fed by women's magazines. 


Soy sauce 
may cut 
cancer risk 


Women may be able to avoid 
breast cancer by eating more 
Chinese food, scientists will be 
told today. 

Soy protein found in the 
Oriental <fiet contains chemical 
compounds which appear to 
mimic the action of the widely- 
used breast cancer drug ta- 
moxifen, a meeting of the 
Biochemical Society at Liver- 
pool University wfll hear. 

. Dr Helen Wiseman, of the 
Department of Nutrition and 
Dietetics at King's College, 
London, says this may be why 
people in ’Japan and China 
have- such low rates of breast, 
colon and prestate cancer. 

It could also explain why 
populations consuming large 
amounts of soy. products have 
a low incidence of heart disease. 


‘Warm pants’ too 
close for comfort 


Tight sports pants designed to 
prevent muscular injury conceal 
a hidden danger, doctors 
revealed yesterday. Sportsmen 
and women who wear the fash- 
ionable neoprene shorts - 
known as “warm pants” - may 
run the risk of developing harm- 
ful blood clots, a new case 
study has shown. 

The pants, which compress 
tiie thighs, are supposed to 
stimulate the blood circulation 
by massage and to counteract 
swelling But in a scientific pa- 
per published yesterday doctors 
describe a 25-year-old man who 
developed pain and swelling in 
his left leg after five months reg- 
ularly wearing a pair of the 
shorts during weight training 
and exercise bike sessions. 

Tests showed be had a clot in 
the large vein of his leg, the 


length of which corresponded to 
the area confined by the pants. 
Despite treatment to thin his 
blood and break up the clot it 
moved to his hmg - a potentially 
life-threatening condition. 

Reporting in the Postgradu- 
ate Medical Journal, Dr Nigel 
Jowett, from Witbybush Gen- 
eral Hospital in Pembrokeshire, 
said it was possible that a frac- 
tured hip the patient had suf- 
fered in a car accident four years 
earlier might have compound- 
ed the tourniquet effect of the 
pants. The paper concluded: 
“Whilst the pants may control 
swelling within the covered 
area, any exercise induced 
swelling outside the garment will 
not be controlled allowing an ex- 
acerbation of this tourniquet ef- 
fect, slowing venous return and 
allowing venous pooling." 

m * 


Tory 
chief 
faced 
999 
delay 

The Tory party chairman. Dr 
Brian Mawhinney, told a court 
yesterday how he and his wife 
were splattered with orange 
paint shortly after the State 
Opening of Parliament last year. 

The politician said flour was 
also hurled at them by a num- 
ber of demonstrators as they 
walked from the Houses of 
Parliament along nearby Ab- 
bingdon Green. The Tory MP 
Alan Duncan also told Bow 
Street magistrates' court in cen- 
tral London that it took four 999 
calls to get police to the scene. 

He said that despite re- 
questing their “swift atten- 
dance" it was at least 20 minutes 
before officers finally turned up. 

In the end he attempted to 
make a citizen’s arrest of some 
of those allegedly involved in the 
paint and flour protest against 
the Immigration and Asylum 
Bill. The court was told that the 
delay was later the subject of a 
top level police inquiry. 

It resulted in polire apologies 
to both the Cobfoet minister and 
his Parliamentary private sec- 
retary Mr Duncan. 

Before the court are four stu- 
dents Karen Doyle, 19, of 
Camden; Naveed Malik, 18, of 
Clapton: Amanda Egbe, 20, of 
Stoke Newington; Nick De 
Marco, 28, of Clapton; and a 
teacher Anthony Gard, 54, of 
Brockley, all London. 

They all deny two charges of 
common assault and one of 
threatening behaviour on 15 
November last year. 

Stuart Sampson, for the pros- 
ecution, claimed that all except 
Mr De Marco were directly in- 
volved in burling plastic bags of 
orange paint and flour at Dr 
Mawhinney and his wife Betty. 

One of the bags of paint 
caught the politician on the 
back, splattering Mrs Mawhin- 
ney in the process. She later told 
police the incident left her with 
a £500 bill for damages to her 
clothing and handbag. 

Mr Sampson said the 
Crown’s case against Mr De 
Marco, a former history and 
philosophy A-level student and 
president of the students' union 
at King's College, London, un- 
til his expulsion after the attack, 
was that he “actively encour- 
aged" the others to take part in 
what occurred. 

Dr Mawhinney, the MP for 
Peterborough, who bad to run 
a gauntlet of placard-waving 
demonstrators, chanting “racist, 
radst" as he arrived and left the 
heavily-policed court building, 
spent 40-minutes in the witness 
box to speak publicly for ihe first 
time about the lunchtime inci- 
dent shortly after the State 
Opening of Parliament 
Just before the case was ad- 
journed until today, Stephen 
Revan. for Mr De Marcs), un- 
successfully argued that his 
client had no case to answer. 
But the magistrate told him that 
even though the former student 
did not throw any of the mis- 
siles, he was dearly in the “thick 
of it” and there a prima facie 
case against him. 



Paint job: Mr Mawhinney 
after the attack 
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it all with our 
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©heck out these 
unbelievable prepaid 
weekly prices, from 
the world’s #1 car 
rental company. 

®nd what’s more, 
they’re backed by the 
unbeatable Hertz Price 
Promise Guarantee f 

®hether you’re head- 
ing for the sun and sea 
in Spain, or for cool 
cruising in California, 
all roads lead to Hertz. 


£4F\r) 


FLORIDA 

£79' 

CALIFORNIA 

£99' 

SPAIN (MALAGA) 

£100" 

PORTUGAL 

m-'WYM 

BOSTON 

£119* 

MAJORCA & IBIZA 

£120* 

FRANCE 

£193" 

ITALY 

£214* 

Plus special deals to Disneyland® Paris 


a 


Alternatively, 
if you’re going to 
Paris, why not ask 
about our magical 
offers with Disneyland* 
Paris. Combining car 
hire with theme park 
tickets, all with the 
wave of a wand. 

(J)o get your holiday 
moving, simply call 
your local travel agent, 
or the dedicated Hertz 
Leisure Line (24 hours 
a day) on: 

0990906090 



Hire cars at lower prices. 
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news 


Refugee, 85, sent 
for Britain’s first 


war crimes trial 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 


■ Britain ’siirst war crimes case is 
to go ahead after an 85-year-old 
refugee was committed for 
trial yesterday accused of mur- 
dering three Jews in the Second 
World War. 

Szymon Serafrnowicz is 
charged under the 1991 War 
Crimes Act with the murder of 
three unnamed Jews in Bye- 
lorussia, now Belarus, during 
Nazi occupation of the former 
Soviet republic. 

After a two-month commit- 
tal hearing, Dorking magis- 
trates ruled there was suffiden t 
evidence to co mmi t Mr Serafi- 
nowicz for trial at the Old Bai- 
ley. The court had heard 
testimony from 16 witnesses, 
some of whom flew in from the 
United States, South Africa, 
Siberia and Israel. Details of the 


proceedings cannot be report- 
ed for legal reasons. 

At yesterday’s hearing one of 
the original charges was 


said there was a case to answer 
on a new charge, that Mr Ser- 
afioowicz had murdered an un- 
named Jew at Dolmatowsz- 
czyzna, in Byelorussia. 

Mr Serafrnowicz, a retired 
carpenter, looked blank as the 
charges were read out and ap- 
peared not to register the pres- 
ence of his sons Kazimierz, 49, 
and Szymon. 52, in court 

He settled in Britain after the 
war with his Polish-bom wife, 
who died some years ago. In 
July 1995 he was arrested at his 
home in Banstead, Surrey, and 
charged, after a two-year inquiry 
by Scotland Yard’s war crimes 
unit. The 1991 Act meant the 


Crown Prosecution Service 
could bring charges even 
though the alleged offences hap- 
pened abroad. 

Nicholas Bowers, for the de- 
fence, said bis client was “de- 
lighted 1 * one of the charges had 
been dropped. “He is looking 
forward to establishing his in- 
nocence before a jury,” he said. 

The first charge against Mr 
Serafrnowicz alleges he mur- 
dered an unknown Jew in Mir, 
Byelorussia, in November 1941: 
the second that be murdered an 
unknown Jew at Krymiczne, 
Byelorussia, between December 
1941 and March 1942; and the 
third that be murdered an on- 
known Jew at Dolmatow- 
szczyzna between November 
1941 and March 1942. 

Mr Serafrnowicz was bailed 
to appearat the Old Bailey next 
month for a pre-trial hearing. 



On trial: Szymon Serafrnowicz being driven away after the committal decision 


When a blind person is given 
■ medication, they can ask their 
doctor or pharmacist to dictate 
£.■ any instructions onto a cassette 
tape. The tape will explain the 
correct dosage, the shape and 
size of each pill or bottle and 
when the medication needs to 
be taken. 


How to take a pill 








'.5 




It’s a simple solution to an 
everyday problem. But in 
most cases blind people 
are not given the basic 
information they require 
in an accessible form. 

The Royal National 
Institute for the Blind 
(RNIB) is campaigning 
for companies to make 
information available in 
formats such as tape, braille, 
large print and computer 
disk to meet the needs of 
their blind customers. 
Contrary to.popular belief, 
many blind people possess 
enough sight to read print 
if it is large and clear 
enough. RNIB offers advice 
on the production of legible 
information so that blind 
people don't have to go 
through the daily frustration 
of relying on others to 
read out their letters. 


For many blind people the 
phone is a very immediate 
form of communication. 
RNIB is pushing for it to 
be used more widely for 
recording information and 
as a talking bill service - a 
plan already adopted by 
many utility companies. 
RNIB also provides many 
thousands of documents in 
braille for both individuals 
and companies. 

Most of these improvements 
are relatively inexpensive 
and are essential if blind 
people are to lead 
independent lives. 

Maybe you know someone 
with poor or failing sight 
who may benefit from the 
services we offer. 

If you would like 
more information about 
RNIB please call us on 
0345 023040. 


Royal National institute for the Blind 

Charity Rvgmraiinn Number 226227 


55N J 

RNIB 

challenging blindn ess 
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Apo&e constable’s career was 
leSiatwas yesterday when he 
was jailed for three months for 
lam rhfrig a “totally unpro- 
voked” karate attack os a 
in 


custody.. 

PC Colin Lea sk^^of foe 

sentenrii^ ai AblflSSIsjp- 
Jff Criurt after earlier being 
found guilty of assaulting 19* 
year-old Kevin McGeachy, who 
was being held to a cell at po- 
lice headquarters in Aberdeen 
last July- 

I Aadf a martial aits expert 
■cfnrg the age of 12, had denied 
the assault charge. He was re- 
leased on bail pending appeal. 

The court had been told at 
the earlier hearing how - 18- 
stone Leask kicked Mr 
McGeachy between the legs 
before unleashing a flurryof 
blows to his head and throv * 
him to the ground where hei 
his head. 

Mr McGeachy had been un- 
der the influence of think and 
drugs ai the time arid had been 
taken into custody for a strip 


search following a disturbance, 
in Aberdeen dty centre, life la- 
alwastold. . ‘ . ■ 

Other officers m the oeu said 
Leases attack was totally m- 

pl L^kdaimed he only nsed 

a martial arts self-defence tech- 
nique when he thought Mr 
McGeachy was about fo.fcick 
and hit him. 

Mr Shepherd told the court 
his client's eight-year career m 
the police force was “now in ru- 
ins^ - 

Tailing - Leask, Sheriff 
Graeme Wriner .said society 
would “return to the old days 
of South Africa if policemen 




they didn’L care for very i 

He would be failing in his 
(fixty if be did not send Leask to 
prison. It was totally unatxepi- 
able for police officers to assault 
people m custody. 

During the triaVlhe court was 
told that Leask was a black bdt 
in karate and < 


ate and expert m various 
forms of -martial arts. He had 
-competed in martial airts tour- 
naments at home and abroad. 


Potter’s 
of ‘unreal’ 



MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


The daughter of the writer 
Dennis Potter yesterday de- 
scribed watching herfether slave 
to complete his final two dra- 
mas — knowing he bad only 
weeks before he died of cancer. 

Sarah Potter was speaking at 
the launch of the television 
series of Karaoke and Cold 
Lazarus, which will be shown on 
both Channel 4 and BBC1 in 
response to Potter’s dying wish. 
Karaoke starts on BBC1 on 28 
April and ColdLazarus runs on 
Channel 4 from 26 May. 

Karaoke is the story or Daniel 
Feeld, a writer given mouths to 
live, wlwbebeves the characters 
in hklatfist film am mining allVC 

around him- Before he dies 
Feeld — played by Albert 
Finney — freezes his head. 
Cold Lazarus, set in 2368, de- 
tails attempts to reactivate it. 

Potter’s own last months 
were particularly painful be- 
cause Margaret, was 

also diagpdsed as having ter- 
minal cancer. 'Potter survived 







Albert Finney: Starring role 


her by a week before he died in 
June 1994. 

His daughter said: “Those 
days were almost unreel. 
Witching Dad, We knew it was 
harder for him to bear mother's 
demise than his own. ” 

Finney said: “We allwonder 
how we would handle such a sit- 
uation if we were told we ratty 
had weeks to live. I’d probably 
lockmysetfin Oddbins [tbe.wme 
merchants) or fly off to some ex- 
otic spot.” 
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Current 




From close of business on LStb April 
1996 the following rates of interest are 
applicable to the accounts set out below: 


RATE PER ANNUM 


GROSS %• NET% 
60 Day Notice Account?* - P.iiJ Armu^ll-v 

• 

w 

£50,000+ 

5.00 

4.00 

• 

• 

£25,000-49, 999 

4.75 

3.80 

r • 

£10,000-24,999 

4.25 

3.40 

• 

• 

£5,000-9,999 

3.50 

2.80 


£500-4,999 

3.15 

2.52 

• 

£1-499 

0.50 

0.40 



60Day Notice Account * » - Paid MmMy 


£50,000+ 

4.00 

3.20 


£25,000-49,999 

3.75 

3.00 


£10,000-24,999 

3.25 

2.60 


£5,000-9,999 

2.50 

2.00 


£500-4,999 

2.15 

1.72 


£1-499 

0.50 

0.40 



♦ 


Flexible Saving s Account 


£50,000+ 

4.00 

3.20 

£25,000-49,999 

3.75 

3.00 

£10,000-24,999 

3.25 

2.60 

£5,000-9,999 

2.75 

2.20 

£2,000-4,999 

2.65 

2.12 

£1,000-1,999 

2.55 

2.04 

£500-999 

2.45 

1.96 

£1-499 

0.50 

0.40 


£10,000+ 

1.75 

£5,000-9,999 

0.50 

£1-4,999 

0.25 


FirstSave 


3.00 


TESSA*” 


6.75 


1.40 

0.40 

0.20 


2.40 


N/A 



We wa nt you 
tosayCt^} 


•Gross rate doss not take account of the deduction 
of income tax at the Lower Rate of 20% IntarMt 
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JEW* of withdrawal required Or equintait 
loss of interest on amount withdrav ' *f*^ ra * B 


MR^asssRfs un,e,a 

rJSS™ 1 ?; «*“» 0* 80% of interest earned vtf 
r^m loss of ta* exempt Status and the closure of Sm 


"TS8 Bank pic. 

Victoria House, Victoria Square, Birmingham B 1 1BZ. ' 
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Cuts hit status of UK 

universities abroad 


JUDITH JUDD . 

Education Editor • 

British universities, long re- 
garcted as the best in the world, 
are in danger of losing their 
inlemational status in research, 
according to a report from four 
leading academies published 
yesterday. 

Research money will have to 
be concentrated in a few filite 
universities if British research 
is to keep its credibility abroad, 
claims the controversial report 
from the British Academy, the 
Conference of Medical Royal 
Colleges, the Royal Academy of 
Engineering and the Royal 
Society. 

They acknowledge that this 

wiU be unpopular but argue that 

h is inescapable given funding 
restrictions imposed by the 
Government. 

Britain’s research capability, 
they conclude, is already crum- 
bling. In 1993 we spent just 2.1 


per cent of GDP on research 
and development compared 
with 2.8 per cent in Japan and 
~ 7 per cent in the United 
Mates. Germany and France 
a higher percentage 
of GDP than Britain. 

We hold bottom position 
suggesting that the UK re- 
search base is underfunded 
when viewed on the interna- 
tional stage,” says the report. 

Meanwhile, increasing staff- 
student ratios are cutting the 
time academics have for re- 
search. Funding per student 
fell by about 20 per cent in the 
five years up to 1993-4. 

The environment for high 

quality research is also in decline 
as libraries, equipment and 
buildings deteriorate. The 
report comments: “Our best 
researchers should not feel that 
the only way they can find an 
environment in which they can 
do top class work is to go 
abroad permanently." 


Jail staff ‘left 
suicide-risk 
inmate alone’ 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

A suicidal woman suffocated 
herself soon after admission to 
Holloway jail in north London, 
after a prison officer dismissed 
police warnings and staff left her 
alone for 90 minutes. 

Claire Bosley, 34, killed her- 
self hy stuffing toilet tissue down 
her throat and blocking her air- 
ways -a successful repeat of one 
of three earlier attempts she had 
made on her life in the previous 
72 hours in poKce custody. 

But despite both a tele- 
phoned and written warning 
from police that Mrs Bosley 
posed an ‘‘exceptional risk” of 
sin'die, the senior reception of- 
ficer at Holloway reached a dif- 
ferent conclusion. Yesterday 
Pauline Martindale, told a Lon- 
don inquest into Mis Bosley's 
death: “My assessment was that 
although she was distressed 
she did not pose a major suicide 
risk. She did not give the im- 
pression she was in crisis.” 

Mrs Bosley -who apparent- 
ly unknown to prison staff had 
been diagnosed . as suffering 
paranoid depression - was 
placed alone in a holding room 
in the prison reception area. She 
went in to an adjacent lavatory 
and thrust five sheets of toilet 
tissue down the back of her 
throaL Professor David Bowen, 
the pathologist, said she would 
have had to have been deter- 
mined in order to overcome a 
natural impulse to gag. 

Her absence went unnoticed 
for 90 minutes as prison staff 
checked in and processed three 
other prisoners admitted to the 
jail after her. 

Mrs Bosley had been arrest- 
ed and charged last November 
after confessing to stabbing her 
husband, Barry, to death. 

A police psychiatrist, who had 
been called to see if Mis Bosley 
was fit to be questional had de- 
cided she baa been depressed 


since May, when she suffered 
her second ectopic pregnancy, 
leaving her unable to have any 
more children. He believed she 
had developed a morbid jeal- 
ousy of her husband and de- 
cided that because of the nature 
of her offence - and her men- 
tal state - the best place for her 
to be was in a prison hospital. 

She was remanded to Hol- 
loway on 25 November, last 
year. 

Her death, the second in the 
country’s largest women’s jail 
last year, occurred just one 
week before the Chief Inspec- 
tor of Prisons walked out of the 
troubled prison in protest at the 
conditions. 

Yesterday an inquest jury at 
the City of London coroner’s 
court was told that since Mis 
Bosley’s death - the first to oc- 
cur in the jail’s reception area 
- those prisoners arriving with 
the red-ringed “Pol 1” written 
warnings from police are now 
held near an office where they 
can be supervised. 

But Michael Ainsworth, Hol- 
loway’s deputy governor, ad- 
mitted that although staff were 
trained in suicide awareness 
there were neither national nor 
local written protocols on what 
should be done, when “risk" 
prisoners arrive. 

Pauline Martindale, who said 
she had worked at Hollowly for 
12 years, estimated that about 
30 per cent of all women sent 
to Holloway arrive with a risk 
warning. On the Saturday of 
Mrs Bosley's reception there 
were only five staff on duty arid 
three of those were dealing 
with two disruptive inmates. 

Earlier, David Rummins, 
Mrs Bosley's brother had told 
the inquest how his sister, a sec- 
retary, had driven with her son 
to her parents’ house and told 
them she had killed her husband 
in the bedroom of their home 
in Basingstoke, Hampshire. 

The hearing continues today. 


DAILY POEM 


Four Haiku Poets 

translated by James Kirkup 

Fresh grass in springtime: 
on each cross, a soldier's name 
and his country’s name 


A beautiful boy - 
easy come, but easy go- 
thin ice in springtime 


Have the forsythias 
at Tfotsuyamitsuke 
begun blooming yet? 


Leaving the castle, 
oik cherry blossom petal 
still drifting on air 


Yamasaki HIsao 


Nagata Koi 


Kinichi Sawaki 


Yamaguchi Seishi 


They are by no means the whole of Japanese poetry, but haiku 
are the best known expression of it in the Wsst, writes James 
Kirkup. Unfortunately Eng lish readers have been misled by 
bad translations that do not respect either the meaning or 
the form of haiku. For complete aesthetic satisfaction, the 
haiku even in translation should also be based on the 5-7-5 
syllable pattern:. As Auden once said to, me: ^Where’s the 
fun of hiaiku if you don’t obey the rules?” Alas, too many 
Western poets today have abandoned than. Haiku subjects 
can be grim, sordid, ugly, shocking: bnt theform transcends 
the theme. Whr, sickness, madness, death, natural disaster 
til find their place in tins poetic art The oldest haiku poet 
iving in Japan is Nagata Koi, now 96 years of age; who sur- 
/ived the Kobe earthquake. 

James Kirkup is President of the British Haiku Sodety. His^ Cer- 
tain State of Mind: An Anthology of Classic, Modem and Contem- 
porary Japanese Haiku is published by the University of Sahbuig Press. 


Il argues that government 
money for higher education 
■should be distributed selec- 
tively. “We believe Lhat il is in 
Inc national interest that re- 
search should be supported ad- 
equately even if this means 
reducing ihe volume." 

Dr David Harrison, Master 
of Selwyn College. Cambridge, 
who chaired the working group, 
said universities should con- 
centrate on what they did best 
and be funded accordingly. 
“Teaching should have a high- 
er status and not be regarded as 
a poor relation of research. 
We want universities to max- 
imise funding from as many 
sources as possible and wc take 
no comfort From the latest pro- 
jections of government research 
spending." 

The report says it has become 
increasingly difficult for new 
fields of research to establish 
themselves. The concentration 
of funds has already begun 


with 54 per of all research in- 
come going to 15 universities. 

A spokesman for the Asso- 
ciation of University Teachers 
said^ he agreed with the re- 
port’s conclusion about funding 
difficulties but strongly op- 
posed the idea of more selec- 
tivity which would deprive many 
talented researchers of funding. 

“We should like to see the 
available money spread more 
thinly. More concentration 
would effect our ability to re- 
cruit the best brains in ihe uni- 
versity system. If they can’t get 
a place here, they will go to Cal- 
ifornia or Boston." 

But the Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals wel- 
comed the report. A spokesman 
said: “There are so many good 
ideas and so little money that 
wc have to make sure the mon- 
ey is not being spent on second- 
rate ideas. It may be regrettable 
but is inevitable in the present 
funding situation." 



Ugtt-footed: Benazir Hussein and Jonathan Cope during rehearsals for Illuminations, part of the Frederick 
Asmon triple bill performed by the Royal Ballet, which opened at Covent garden last night Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


The Not West 90's 
Prize for Art. 

We're giving the 

winners a 
bigger canvas. 



The RoijQrAcQdemu. 



mm 












Th,s y etir ' s tl * eroil winner, SoraRophciei, receives a cheque (or £20.000 in recognition of her interpretations of the 
Ansirojiat) Outootk. Ftevovejg.tvsry winner receives something almost os precious; the ettonee to bona their work one 
ci the art world's most distinguished galleries. 

i he went ui tins ueark eve winning artists will be erleview at i|-„;. Royal Acetkemu from the 16th to the 19th of April. 


il NatWest 

More than just a bank 


National Westminster Bank Pie, 41 Loth bury. London EC2P 2BP. 


25022 
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Judges told to dispel ‘aloof’ image 


Judges were toid yesterday to 
died their misty image and start 
speaking out publicly to show 
they were in touch with ordinary 
people. 

The Lord Chief Justice said 
it was up to the judiciary to 
prove they did aot “live on an- 
other planet" and be prepared 
to air their views. 

Lord Thylor warned that crit- 
icism of the court system was 
reaching new heights after 
decades of apparently aloof 
behaviour by tne judiciary. 

He told a conference at St Al- 


bans, Hertfordshire, that the 
media was scrutinising court 
cases as never before — often 
pushing reporting rules to the 
limit “TV radio and newspaper 
critics do not shrink from sub- 
stituting their assessments for 
those made by the court. They 
lambast the judiciary for failing 
to satisfy what they conceive to 
be - and indeed aim to shape as 
- the public's demands," he said. 

“A legacy from past reti- 
cence is that judges have ac- 
quired and stdl retain a 
reputation for being aloof and 


for holding themselves apart 
The media often couple this 
perception with allegations, not 
borne out ty the .facts, that 
judges are out of touch. 

“No doubt 3t one time it was 
acceptable for judges to re- 
strict their pronouncements to 
^ving judgment or passing sen- 
tences. but the shift in public at- 
titudes under the growing 
influence of the media calls for 
a different approach. 

“It is simply no longer sensi- 
ble to remain silent when so 
much attention, much of it high- 


ly critical, is focused oh courts 
and the judicial process. In the 
absence of any reply it would be 
assumed against the judges that 
they were so arrogant and com- 
placent as to believe they could 
ignore criticism or that they bad 
no good answer to it.” 

Lord Tbylor said judges 
should on occasion be pre- 
pared to speak out and be 
ready to answer criticisms and 
explain policies. “If judges do 
speak out on topics which con- 
cern the public they may over- 
come the widely held belief. 


stemming from all those years 
of lofty reticence, that they are 
out of touch or even, as has been 
said, living on another planet. 

“It should not be done too of- 
ten, but it can and does have a 
role to play in the evolution and 
development of a sound legal 
system in which the public can 
have confidence.” 

Judges have theoretically 

been nee to speak out on mat- 
ters of public interest since the 
Lord Chancellor snapped “vow 
of silence” rules in 1987. - 
With few exceptions they 


have chosen to stick to their tra- 
ditional role of restricting their 
remarks to judgments made in 
court and relying on the media 
to give a balanced view of the 
case and the reasons behind 
sentences. Lord Taylor said 
curbs on the media could be 
necessary to “deter gross ex- 
cesses” and courts could play a 
part m heading off inaccurate 
or misleading reporting- 
Judges were now prepared in 
certain complex cases to issue 
written summaries of their find- 
ings aimed at explaining judg- 


ments to the public teiuAthe 
media. But he agam rejected 
pressure for television cameras 
to be allowed in courts as stress- 
ful to witnesses, PjgjJg 
-femaafrur to justice and Jikefy to 


CUS that marked the OJ Simp- 
son trial in the United States. 

Lord Taylor, who took up the 

post four years ago. has led the 
wav in making his views public 
and is taking a prominent role 

Howard, the Home Secretary. 


Better 
English 
for the 
young 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Foreigners take more pride in 
improving their spoken English 
than English people do, Trevor 
McDonald, JTN newscaster and 
chairman of the Better English 
Campaign, said yesterday. 

Announcing plans to help 
young people speak and write 
beuer English, he said: “We are 
cursed by the tendency to take 
English too much for granted. 
To me it is extraordinary that we 
should neglect English when 
many people round the world 
axe rushing to learn it." Other 
countries were more conscious 
of the power of language. 

The campaign, which costs 
the Government £250,000 a 
year, plus the salaries of two civ- 
il servants, was launched fay 
Gillian Shephard, the Secretary 
of State for Education, at last 
year's Conservative party con- 
ference. Campaigners are send- 
ing out leaflets urging people to 
host Scrabble contests or set up 
word challenges as part of them 
local pub quiz to improve the 
nation's English. 

Employers will be sent 
leaflets urging them to sponsor 
public speaking competitions, or 
campaign weeks on local radio. 
They mil also be asked to ex- 
plain to unsuccessful job appli- 
cants if their rejection was due 
to poor English. Firms which 
want to become Better English 
employers must agree to pro- 
mote the campaign's aims in 
staff recruitment and training 
and to offer interview practices 
in local schools and colleges. 

Mr McDonald was surprised 
to discover that many people 
were arriving at university ill- 
equipped to express themselves 
in both spoken and written 
English. However, he empha- 
sised that he was not asking 
Schools to shoulder the blame 
for the lack of basic communi- 
cation skills among school 
leavers. 

, “There are people who do 
very well at school who stQJ lack 
the skill to present themselves 
in a job interview ” he said. 



in myth 


James Cusick 

reports on the war 
of words 250 
years after the 
bloodiest battle 

The last sanctioned attempt at 
“ethnic cleansing” on British sofl 
will be remembered today. 

The 250th anniversary of the 
battle of Culloden. where 
Charles Edward Stuart's Jaco- 
bite army were slaughtered by 
government forces under the 
command of George Il’s 
younger son, has prompted a re- 
evaluation of the battle's im- 
portance. The Scots trounced by 
the English? A tragic civil war? 

In a new exhibition at the Na- 
tional Trust's visitor centre at 
Culloden, near Inverness, the 
Dukes of Argyll and Alholl, 
whose ancestors fought on op- 
posing sides, have offered eval- 
uations of the battle. Their 
views indicate the debate may 
have another 250 years to run. 

Culloden, or more accurate- 
ly Drummossie Moor, was the 
end of the 1745 Rising. Bonnie 
Prince Charlie, the Young Pre- 
tender, had landed at Moidart 
on Scotland's west coast in July 
1745. His aim was to reclaim the 
British Crown for his father. 

If the background was that 
simple, there would be far less 
poetry and myth written about 
Culloden. “Something was cut 
down here, which never grew 
again," wrote Neal Ascherson 
in the Independent on Sunday. 

Like the revisionist Jacobite 
music which is still played, and 
wept to. in Scottish folk clubs 
throughout the tartan diaspora. 
Culloden is the last time Scot- 
land tried, and heroically failed, 
to regain nationhood. But sep- 
arating myth and martyrdom 
from reality is not easy. 

The historian Professor 
Christopher Smout, now re- 
tired from St Andrews Univer- 
sity, believes Culloden sbould 
stand for the tragedies of all civ- 
il wars and the 250th anniver- 

S could have been used to 
an international monu- 
ment to those, like the people 
of Yugoslavia or Rwanda, who 
have suffered in such conflict. 

The 1707 Union of Scotland 
and England, the death of the 
last of the Stuarts, Anne, in 
1714, and the Hanoverian ac- 
cession, are all part of the Cul- 



Fightfng talk: Mark Mackenzie, left, and Graeme De Sainte Croix enact a clash 
between the Duke of Cumberland and Prince Charlie on the 250th anniversary of 
Culloden; and right, clansmen remember the fallen with flowers Photograph' Peter Jolly 


lodea legend. With the Stuarts 
exiled, Scotland was divided 
between Roman Catholic and 
Episcopal and the “established” 
Presbyterian church, divided 
between the Highlands and the 
mercantile classes of Glasgow 
and Edinburgh. And crucially, 
even divided by clan into pro- 
government and pro- Jacobite. 

Charles Stuart, if history is 
hying to be kind, found himself 
in the right place at the right 
time. Scotland was caught neat- 
ly in the middle of Europe's 
turning power struggle. He be- 
lieved that if won brave hearts 
in Scotland the French would 
assist him in England. Just over 
6,000 Scots formed the Jacobite 
army that went as far as Derby. 
Culloden was (he bloody end as 
the Bonnie Prince retreated 


north. If he had gone on would 
the French have helped him 
take London? That is another 
myth in the tragedy of GiUoden, 

However, Professor Smout 
believes “Culloden means a tit- 
tle bit more than the last fling 
of Gaeldom. There were Gaels 
in both armies. And throughout 
Scotland there were many who 
were cynical of the high politics 
of the time". 

The slaughter at the end of 
the 40 minute battle is another 
unsubstantiated aspect of the 
conflict But Professor Smout 
believes Cumberland's hatred of 
the Scots meant “uore than just 
a nod and wink to his officers" 
to cany out the slaughter of 
around 1,500 out of 4,500 who 
faced Cumberland's 9,000 
troops and heavy artillery. 


The Duke of Atholi believes 
the new CuUoden exhibition is 
remembering a civil war. The 
1707 Union, he says, “rankled 
with many Scots, who felt they 
had lost control of their own af- 
fairs", and the Jacobite risings 
tried to effect a cure for the loss. 

While going along with the 
notion of civil war, the Duke of 
Argyll, the head of the Clan 
Campbell, disagrees on every- 
thing else. “The vast majority of 
the Clan Campbell fought 
staunchly for the Hanoverian 
Succession and the Protestant 
faith — 1 am profoundly thank- 
ful that he [the Bonnie Prince] 
never got to the British throne." 

As they omit to say in the his- 
tory books, this one is set to run 
and run. 

Andrew Man; page 15 




to sack 
from 


service 

A firefighter was sacked after 
making a “hardcore ; FPfP°~ 
eraphk video with ms gutmena 
which joked about tb^fire ser- 
vice, an industrial tribunal ^as 
told yesterday- 

Sub Officer Mark Gregory. 
26, is heard in the film teffing 
the woman to say “wbat do you 
think of the firemen now ^and 
“this one’s for Red WMd» . ' 

Mr Gregory, of NuthaH, Not- 
tinghamshire, was sacked for 
gross misconduct from Not- 
tinghamshire Fire and Rescue 
Service last August after copies 
of the video were circula t ed and 
shown in at least five fire sta- 
tions across the county. 

The Nottingham tribunal 
heard Mr Gregory made the 
film in a hotel in West Bridg- 
ford, Nottingham, with his girl- 
friend in March last year. 

Assistant Chief Fire Officer 
Trevor Newton, who investi- 
gated the case and watched the 
video, told the tribunal that Red 
Witch had later been shown the 
film. He said: “This was dear- 
ly a reference to the fire service. 
“I saw a considerable part of 

the video. It was very porno- 
graphic in nature and quite 
dearly featured Sub Officer 
Gregory. I recognised him 
straight away. He appeared in 
the video with a girl called 
Janine. He was quite dearly 
directing this young lady as to 
what to do and where to go. It 
was not a soft glamour type 
video, it was hard-core pomog- . 
raphy by any definition, con- 
finned by the police vice squad." 

The references to the fire ser- 
vices “clearly suggested it was 
for more than private use”. 

Mr Newton said one officer 
had told him Mr Gregory had 
said he intended to “make a lot 
of money out of it”. 

He also claimed that Mr 
Gregory had distributed copies 
of the video to two colleagues 
- committing a criminal 
offence, although he had not 
been charged with a criminal 
offence— and had spoken open- 
ly about the film m particular 
to a number of women working 
in the fire service. 

Mr Gregory admitted the 
film was pornographic but is 
claiming he was unfairly dis- 
missed. He claims the fire 
brigade breached its regula- 
tions in dismissing him, its 
investigation of the facts was in- 
sufficient and he was never giv- 
en written reasons for the 
dismissal. The former officer, 
who served with the brigade for 
eight years, said the video was 
intended to be private. He said: 

“I made the film off duty, in my 
own time and I was not in uni- 
form." 

He said that he only made 
copies after two Mends asked 
for these and he intended the 
soundtrack to be erased and 
replaced with music. 

The bearing continues today. 


Cottage holidays with 



.INDEPENDENT 


SPRING BREAKS FOR £5 PER PERSON PER NIGHT 


E scape to the countryside for a Spring 
break with The Independent and the In- 
dependent on Sunday Cottage Holiday of- 
fer. We’ve teamed up with Blakes Country 
Cottages to offer readers the opportunity to sam- 
ple Blakes great family holidays in a selection of 
hand-picked properties for just £5 per person per 
night. 

Blakes Country Cottages are one of the largest 
and most experienced cottage holiday companies 
in Britain, with a range of almost 2000 proper- 
ties to choose from in the most popular parts of 
Britain. 

This exclusive offer applies to 200 properties in 
18 selected holiday sites, with accommodation 
ranging from a converted stable block, to the wing 
of a country house, to rosy woodland lodges. There 
is always plenty to enjoy, from peaceful walks in 
the country to riding and games rooms for the chil- 
dren. Simply ask for details when you call Blakes 
to book. 

The offer allows you to stay for £5 per person per 
night and you must stay for a minimum of seven 
nights. Holidays can be taken between 20 April 
- 24 May 1996. Accommodation is suitable for 
parties of two to twelve. Accommodation must 
be booked at maximum occupancy, for example 
a party of four cannot occupy accommodation 
which sleeps seven. 

HOW TO QUALIFY 

Simply collect four differently numbered tokens 
from the seven we will be printing until Saturday 
20 April Today we are printing Token 3. 

HOW TO BOOK 

■ Call Blakes Country Cottages on 01282 445221 
for a brochure and reservations, quoting the 
“Independent £5 per night offer". 

* Give your advisor the following details: 

(a) Your preferred holiday area; North England, 
West Country, Scotland or Wales. 

(b) The number of adults and children on holiday, 

(c) The holiday start and end dates. 



Pictured is Waunifor House, Teifi Valley, Wales. 
Wmnifor is a small country estate of 5 acres situated 
in the unspoilt countryside in the lovely IMS Vdley. 
Wmnifor consists of a country house, coach house and 
cottages built of Welsh stone during the 18th and 19th 
centuries, recently converted to provide comfortable 
accommodation. The market towns of Camarthen and 
Lampeter are close by, as well as the Cardigan Bay 
coast which is dotted with prett y fishing villages. 

, „ TERMS & CONDfTlONS 

ability Cottage Holida y offe r is subject to ayail- 

2 Over 200 units of accommodation are available 
per holiday week. 

3 Units must be booked at maximum occupan- 
sleeps'sewm^ ^° ur cannot occupy a unit winch 

aBd ^ be,wee " 2(1 *0* 
5 Blakes Country Cottages, the name of which is 
^H^ d S.^ nCe r filom Blakes Holidays Ltd, is 1 
of Cottag^Group 
^.conditions of booking : 
r£J 5 S, arc published in Blakes Counfry 
^ ^ availab!e upon requeZ 

cr 

otta i 


• You will then be offered a choice of suitable 
properties and will be given details of the loca- 
tion, facilities and accommodation. 

• If you wish to confirm your bookingyou will be 
asked for fall payment by credit card or cheque. 


• \ou will be asked to send your tokens with your 
cheque (made payable to Blakes Country Cot- 
tages) to: Blakes Countiy Cottages, Spring Mill, 
Earby, Nr Colne, Lancashire, BB8 6RN. If you 
are paying tw credit card, your advisor will tell you 


where to send your tokens to. 

• Please note, you may book immediately before 
you have collected your four tokens, but you will 
require the tokens for final confirmation of your 
booking. 
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South Barak regeneration: Lottery grant for £40m National Theatre repairs as private sector backs 500-ft millennium skyride 

Airline funds world’s 
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biggest Ferris wheel 




MICHAEL S TR EE T ER 

Plans to build the world's 
largest Ferris wheel on a site 
overlooking the River Thames 
and the Palace of Westminster 
will in effecL be given the 
go-ahead tomorrow with the 
announcement of funding by 
British Airways. 

The 500ft-high Millennium 
Ferris is expected to cost £9_5m 
and should be revolving by 
199S in Jubilee Gardens, next 
to the old County Hall. 

The wheel is the latest move 
in the regeneration of the South 
Bank, coinciding with the 
National Theatre winning £3 lm 
in lottery money this week from 
the Arts Council for renovation. 

Ironically, the Ferris project 
will not receive any tottery 
funding. Instead MPs will be 
soon able to gaze at a triumph 
for private finance as British 
Airways is expected to an- 


nounce tomorrow that it will 
provide the hulk of the funding. 

An estimated two million 
visitors a year will be treated to 
panoramic views of London as 
they travel at a gentle 1.5ft per 
second. A round (rip will take 
about 20 minutes and will cost 
between £3 and £5. 

More than half the energy 
needed to propel the wheel will 
be provided by the river 
Thames's tidal power, while 
the 60 all-wcaLfaer cars will be 
lit and heated by solar panels. 

The scheme is the idea of the 
London -based architects David 
Marks and Julia Barfield, re- 
garded as among the most in- 
novative of their generation. Mr 
Marks has said: “We wanted to 
come up with something that 
wasn't just another dumb mon- 
ument." But yesterday he was 
reluctant to talk before this 
week's announcement. 

Final approval is expected in 


June from Lambeth council, in 
whose area the development 
will take place. The creators 
plan to keep the wheel there 
for five years and then move to 

a permanent site. 

However, the giant wheel 
is not without critics. Lord 
St John of Fawsley, Lhe former 
Cabinet minister and now chair- 
man of the Royal Fine Art 
Commission, has attacked it as 
“wholly unsuitable for this pan 
of London'’. 

Meanwhile the Arts Council 
is due to announce a £31m lot- 
tery grant to the National 
Theatre. Theatre officials have 
been reassured it will get the 
money for £42m repairs to the 
front of house, backstage and 
roof. This will be dwarfed, how- 
ever, if the South Bank succeeds 
in an application for £127m to 
spruce up the Royal Festival 
Hall, reignitmg the controver- 
sy over “elitist” lottery grants. 
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shortage 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

Schools will face massive 
teacher shortages before the 
end of the decade, it was 
revealed Iasi night The pro- 
fession needs an injection of 
new blood to meet a rise in pupil 
numbers but the number of ap- 
plicants is failing dramatically. 

An extra £L6m is to be put 
into recruitment campaigns in 
the next year, but the initiative 
is unlikely to prevent a major 
shortfall. Ministers have 

E romised to increase the num- 
er of teacher trainees from 
20,000 to 30,000 per year in the 
next four years. However, the 
number applying to become 


by 12 per cent since this time 
year and it seems that the pro- 
fession is waning in popularity. 

Last night experts in the field 
said young people were being 
put off applying by their own 
teachers, who were telling them 
to avoid teaching at all costs. 

The problems of poor wages 
and low morale which have 
dogged the profession for years 
were now being compounded by 
a spate of redundancies and ear- 
ly retirements, they said Many 
schools have got rid of older, 
more expensive staff because of 
cuts. In the past new entrants 
had often cited job security as 
an advantage of going into 
teaching, but now they were 
unsure even about this. 

Another possible explana- 
tion is that Britain is coming out 
of recession and graduates had 
more chance of finding a job in 
another, more lucrative field 

At the beginning of this 
month, just 15,000 people had 
applied for places on post-grad- 
uate courses for secondary 
school teachers, compared with 
17,000 at the same time last year. 

in shortage subjects such as 
maths and sciences, the situation 
was much worse. In physics the 
number bad dropped by 37 per 
cent from 470 to 300 and in 
maths it had dropped by 28 per 
cent to 1,060. 

Some areas were more 
healthy, with applicants for 


physical education teaching ris- 
ing by 13 per cent to almost 
1,000, and the total applications 
for primary school teaching up 
3 per cent to 12J00. 

Anthea Milled chief execu- 
tive of the Teacher Training 
Agency, which oversees 
recruitment initiatives, said 
there might be a late surge in 
applications during the summer 
term, but admitted that the 
real problems would come at 
the end of the decade. 

“We recognise that we will 
have a shortfall in subjects 
which are difficult to recruit to, 
but the real issue is what new 
strategies we put in place to 
secure a better situation at the 
time when we will have diffi- 
culties.” she said. 

However, teacher trainers 
said last night that the profes- 
sion’s image had hit rock bot- 
tom and the Government was 
doing little to put the situation 
right. Ted Wragg, professor of 
education at the University of 
Exeter, said he had been pre- 
dicting a crisis in teacher re- 
cruitment for three years but 
ministers had taken little notice. 

Almost all the students who 
came for interview at Exeter bad 
been put off teaching by its poor 
image and many had been 
advised by experienced teach- 
ers to do something else instead, 
he said. One young woman 
had met her old head teacher 
in the street and had told her 
of her intention to become a 
teacher. The head had replied 
that she must be mad and that 
if she had her time again sire 
would not go into teaching. 

“In the past people thought 
teaching might pay lower 
salaries, but at least it was a 
secure and fulfilling job. Now 
people fee] it is still badly paid 
and a number of teachers have 
been fired," he said. 

David BlunketL Labour’s ed- 
ucation spokesman, said figures 
illustrated the Government’s 
failure to plan for the needs of 
schools. “It is vital that we do 
all we can to attract good grad- 
uates into the profession so that 
these shortages can be tackled 
before they hit hard," he said. 
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Trojan gold 
fuels rift over 
war treasures 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

lb the considerable irritation of 
Germany, the Russians will to- 
day unveil one of the most 
breathtaking archaeological 
finds in history - a collection of 
gold from ancient Troy, which 
the Red Army seized in Berlin 
at the end of the Second World 
War. 

More than 2S0 pieces un- 
earthed by a German amateur 
archaeologist will go on display 
in Moscow for the first time, de- 
spite repeated German claims 
that the treasures belong to 
them and ought to be given 
back. 

The Trojan gold, a tiny frac- 
tion of the many thousands of 
works of art which the Soviet 
Union seized at the end of the 
war, have become the focal 
point in a row over wartime 
booty that has marred Ger- 
many’s otherwise friendly rela- 
tions with the Kre mlin . 

Hie collection's existence in 
Russia only became known in 
1993, when the Pus hkin Muse- 
um astonished the world by re- 
vealing that it was in its 
possession. It is known as King 
Priam's Treasure because its dis- 


coverer in 1873 - Heinrich 
Schliemann - was convinced it 
belonged to Priam, the King of 
Troy who featured in Homer's 
Iliad. Experts have since dated 
it to long before Homer -some 
2500BC. 

Yesterday, Germany’s am- 
bassador to Moscow, Ernst 
York von Smdnitz, was putting 
on the bravest face that anyone 
could be expected to wear, giv- 
en that he was contemplating 
billions of pounds worth of 
sparkling treasure - from bas- 
ket-shaped gold earrings to a 
solid gold gravy boat - that his 
country lays claim to. 

“I think it is a step towards 
normalcy that these things are 
now, after 50 yeans in hiding, fi- 
nally surfacing again,” he said, 
“But I would not say this is a 
matter for rejoicing.” 

The German embassy was a 
little more forthright. It issued 
a statement lamenting that the 
issue had arisen “when Ger- 
man-Russian relations are es- 
pecially dose and built on trust 
and when Germany regards it- 
self as the best partner of Rus- 
sia'’. Their pique is hardly 
surprising; only a few weeks ago, 
Helmut Kohl swept into 
Moscow in a trip which dearly 


boosted Boris Yeltsms’s presi- 
dential camp aign . 

The Pushkin exhibition is 
another chapter in a long feud 
over art seized by the Red 
Army. In 1990, amid the eu- 
phoria following the end of the 
Cold Wn, Russia and Ger- 
many signed a “good neigh- 
bours 7 ' treaty providing for the 
mutual return of wartime booty. 
But Russia has remained re- 
luctant, and negotiations have 
run into trouble. 

Russians have tended to ar- 
gue that their haul of priceless 
treasures from Germany is 
rightfully theirs, as restitution 
for the colossal damages and 
losses inflicted by the Naas. The 
Soviet Union under Stalin - 
which saw at least 500 museums 
destroyed by Hitler’s army - set 
about gathering booty me- 
thodically Ait experts were dis- 
patched to Germany with 
specific orders to collect art, and 
to arrange for its shipment 
back to the Soviet Union. 

The signs are that much of it 
will stay m Russian hands for a 
while yet Asked about the 
prospects for the return of King 
Priam’s gold to Berlin, Mr von 
Studmtz replied gloomily. “T am 
not optimistic.” 



Governor n 




g^say 
islanders 


PHIL DAVISON 


in the Turks 


Priceless: A Russian Journalist admires- a solid gold sauceboat, part of the Trojan 
collection, at the Pushkin Museum yesterday Photograph; Sergei Karpukhin 


Local % 

and Caicos — - - - . 

Britain of threatening the 
Caribbean islands with mili- 
tary intervention and rerterat- 
ed their demand thanheBnhsh 
Governor, Martin Bourke, be 

"Sfa meeting on the island of 
Grand Turk, the local govern- 
ment and opposition, united 
against the Governor, told yis- 
itog Minister of State at foe 
Foreign Office, Sir Nicholas 
Bonsor, they would refuse to 
work with Mr Bourke. 

In a letter handed to Sir 
Nicholas, Chief Minister Derek 
Thylor and opposition leaders 
criticised Britain for reported- 
ly guiding a warship off their 
coast after portraying the is- 
landers as “violent and lawless . 

“We ask that all threats of 
military intervention be called 
off," the politicians said, adding 
that Britain should pay com- 
pensation for any money lost in 
tourism or investment as a re- 
sult of recent negative publici- 
ty, which they blame on the 
Governor. 

The crisis broke in February 
when Mr Bourke, a 49-year-old 
career diplomat who has been 
Governor of the British de- 
pendent territory since 1993, 
spoke in an interview of drug- 
trafficking, police corruption 
and growing crime. The local 


government 

uniting for the first tnn fi ao - 
Zedhiffl of damaging i tourism 

and investment P r0S P2?*f . . 

demanded he be recalled. .... 

Itwas Sir Nicholas Bousor 

who Reeled 

tier this month, when a Turks 
and Caicos Islands delegation 
visited Whitehall. ‘ 

Reiterating their d. maBd, 
the local politicians 1«a Sir 
SchoS "Vfe were WUto- 
ly dismayed by Ha 
Government’s handling of the 
people’s petition and more so 
by HMG's actions in this mat- 
ter. including attemptsat por- 
traying the leadership and 
people of the TCI as violent rad 
lawless, resulting in t he dc- 
plpyment of a British warship 
off the TQ." J1 _. 

Sir Nicholas reportedly in- 
sisted that the vessel, believed 

to be the frigate fflWSBrare, was 
in the area for reasons uncon- 
nected with the crisis over the 
Governor. He also repeated 
Britain’s position that Mr 
Bourke would not be recalled 

Governors generally slay a 
minimum of three years but 
their assignment is open-ended 
“at Her Majesty's pleasure”. 
The previous governor was in 
the TCI for six and a half years. 
Mr Bourkfl's three-year mini- 
mum, with holiday time, will be 
up in September and there are 
rumours in Whitehall that his 
assignment will end soon after. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Can you spare just 7 minutes a day 
to have a flat, firm, sexy stomach? 


I f the answer is yes, I have 
wonderful news about my 
new Video that can give you 
the kind of flat stomach that will 
be the envy of everyone. 

My name is Jill Knipp. I am a 
Certified Personal Trainer and I 
have developed a new Stomach 
Flattening Video containing 7 
simple stomach exercises that 
take 7 minutes to complete. Yes, 
just 7 minutes -about die time it 
takes to make breakfast or take a 
shower. 

I promise you that if you devote 
just 7 minutes a day to these 
simple exercises you can have a 
fiat, firm, attractive midsection 
faster than you ever dreamed 
possible. 

Why this belly-flattening 
video works in just 
7 minutes a day 
The abdominal exercises in my 
Video work ONLY your abdom- 
inal muscles. They do not work 
your back, neck or other parts of 
your body. The 7 simple exercis- 
es in my Video automatically 
arget your abdominal muscles - 
and only your abdominal 
muscles. 

My Video guarantees you a 
perfect abdominal workout 
every time - all in just 7 minutes. 
And these exercises arc safe, 
effective, fun - and they work. 
The 7 stomach exercises in my 
Video will smooth out, firm and 
flatten the muscles in your 
midsection. But not all abdomi- 
nal exercises do this. 

Some abdominal exercises can 
actually build your abdominal 
muscles - this is why many 
people who start stomach- 
reducing programmes often 
DO NOT get rid of their gut 
despite doing hours of grueling 
exercises. 

lean assure you this WILL NOT 
happen by doing any of the exer- 
cises in my 7 minute abdominal 
workout Video. With my Video 
you will quickly notice that your 
clothes fit better and your friends 
and family will likely comment 
on how good you look. 



It’s like having your own 
personal trainer come to 
your home 

With my new Video, it's like hav- 
ing your own personal trainer 
come to your home everyday. 
You simply slide my Video into 
your VCR and I will show you 
exactly how to A) the 7 abdomi- 
nal exercises. I will personally 
guide you through the program- 
me. You can see for yourself how 
to do each exercise - so you will 
be sure that you are doing them 
properly and getting die maxi- 
mum stomach-slimming benefits. 
These abdominal exercises arc so 
effective in getting rid of a pot 
belly and slimmin g your midsec- 
tion that doing more than the 7 
minutes of exercises would prob- 
ably be a waste of time. The 7 
simple exercises in the Video are 
all you need to have the firm, 
tight, sexy stomach that everyone 
wants but few are able to achieve, 
[f you were to hire your own per- 
sonal trainer it would cost you 
hundreds if not thousands of 
pounds - and the results would 
not equal the results you can 
expect to achieve with my Video. 
That’s because not all trainers 
know about the incredible results 
that can be abcained from my sim- 
ple 7 minute abdominal workout 
And my abdominal exercise 
Video has many other advan- 
tages. For example, you will 


know for sure that you are doing 
each exercise property. And you 
will know for sure that you are 
devoting the proper time to each 
exercise. And most important I 
will be right there guiding and 
encouraging you all the way. I 
promise I will flatten your pot 
belly and slim your midsectiqn 
so quickly and easily that you 
won’t believe your eyes. A firm, 
fiat stomach makes you look and 
feel better. Your posture often 
improves and nagging back 
problems often disappear. 

Free Bonus 

My Video is only £19.95 (plus £3 
postage and handling) and it’s 
worth every penny and more. 

But there's more! As a FREE 

C HMCmcB p*c. SEcdesmSqaav. LandM SWIV IPU 

r To: J31 Knipp, Carnefl pic, Dept SFV49, Alresford, 
nr. Colchester, Essex C07 8AP or telephone our 24 hoar 
order line oo 01206 825600 (quoting reference no. SFV4v). 

Please msh me the 7-minoie stomach-flaunting video - price £ 1 9.95 plus 
£3 postage and handling. Don't forget to inrtnde FREE the Banodcs-Shaping 
pro gjamm eandLeg-Stapitig programme. I un de n a an d Boil most be comptady I 
satisfied or I can mum the Video ai any time within <jG days for a fuil refund. j 

□ I endow: my chcque/P.O. (made payable to Cornell pic I 


BONUS T mil include ray 7 
Minute Buttock Shaping jvideo 
programme. This programme is 
designed to give your buttocks 
that shapely, firm-as-steel look. 
Shapely buttocks can be the sex- 
iest part of a person’s body. But 
there’s even more! I will also in- 
clude my 7 Minute Leg-Shaping 
video programme. This prog- 
ramme shows you simple exer- 
cises that will trim, tone and 
form your legs - both your thighs 
and calves. This whole package 
normally sells for £39.95. But if 
you order now you get all three 
programmes on one convenient 
video for my one low price. 

My video must work 

- or you pay nothing 

I am so sure that you will be 
pleased with my Video, I have 
absolutely no reservations about 
offering you a no-questions-asked 
money-back guarantee good fora 
full 60 days after you receive the 
Video. If you are not 100 percent 
happy with the Video simply 
return it fora refund. Please place 
your order now. Tb order, simply 
fill ma the coupon below and return 
it to my publishers, Caruell pic — 
your Video will he rushed to you. 
Remember you get the 7 Minute 
Stomach-Flattening programme 
plus the Buttocks and Leg 
Shaping programmes as a flee 
bonus. Order today - now, while 
you are thinking about it. 


French rust belt provides 
ready recruits for Islam 
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Until recently, the city of 
Roubaix was known across 
France for one thing; the annual 
Paris- Roubaix cycle race, which 
is contested few 50 of its 250 kilo- 
metres aver the uniquely tiring 
cobbled surfaces of northern 
towns and villages. 

Last weekend, though, as 
competitors formed up for this 
year’s race, Roubaix’s image for 
tough but honest sporting en- 
deavour was eclipsed by a quite 
different and far less inspiring 
image. 

Three weeks before, the city 
hit the headlines with a chain of 
events that began with a car 
bomb outside police head- 
quarters and ended with a 
chase, shoot-out and hostage- 
taking in Belgium. 

In between, there had been 
a siege and gunfight in the 
city’s grim backstreets in which 
four men were killed, two po- 
licemen injured and a bouse 
gutted. Automatic weapons and 
grenades, along with funda- 
mentalist Islamic literature, 
were found in the ruins. 

Tb Roubaix’s detractors, who 
already regarded it as the dis- 
tillation of almost every French 
ill - industrial decline, unem- 
ployment, immigrant ghettos, 
the spread of Islamic funda- 
mentalism, drug trafficking, vi- 
olence - here was proof. 

But the first response from 
the authorities was soothing, 
along the lines of: “Just a spot 
of gangsterism; it's all over 
now." 

The second response evinced 
anxiety verging on panic; links 
between this violence and Is- 
lamic fundamentalist terrorism 
could not entirely be ruled out, 
said Jean-Louis Debre, the In- 
terior Minister. After years of 
negject, Roubaix had become a 
national concern. 

The usual approach to 
Roubaix from Pans is by the re- 
cently completed tramway from 
Lille. From there, it is hard to 
believe everything that is said 
about the town; there are land- 
scaped parks, broad green 
verges and large houses, remi- 
niscent of soh’a Victorian sub- 
urbs in Britain. 

However, as the tram reach- 
es its terminus, two minutes' 
walk from Roubaix’s central 
square and town hall, it is evi- 


Mary Dejevsky in Roubaix 
sees the appeal that religion 
has for a ‘betrayed’ generation 


dent all is for from well. It has 
the look of every unhappy 
French city. 

There is a profusion of graf- 
fiti and litter; listless gatherings 
of poorly dressed young people, 
many of them brown, fewer 
black and white; streets of 
boarded-up shops; elderly peo- 
ple scuttling along the inside 
edge of the pavement with 
modest bags of shopping. 

There is abundant evidence 
of regeneration efforts, most for 
the short term and done on the 
cheap: gaudy metal frames and 
buildings set at jaunty angles, in- 


None of this by itself ex- 
plains wtty Roubaix should over 
the past year or so have come 
to combine some of foe most vi- 
olent crime in Ranee - with foe 
acknowledged spread of fun- 
damentalist Islam among a 
younger generation bora and 
educated for the most part en- 
tirely in France. 

One theory is scotched at foe 
outset by everyone you ask in 
Roubaix. It is not, as Philippe 
Aziz, author of a recent book 
states, a city with a non-French 
majority - however non-French 
is defined. 


In backstreets near the 
scene of the gunfight, you 
can see boys flaunting 
Arafat-style headgear 


compatible with what survives 
from foe past. What does sur- 
vive from foe past is duly and 
neglected. The liveliness and 
tasteful restraint of “happy” 
French towns is absent. 

In the tiny heart of foe city, 
the broad square and official 
buildings with their talk dark 
and narrow facades, have some- 
thing of old-style Belgium. 

The rest is a mish-mash of 
grid streets lined with old ter- 
raced houses, a couple of new- 
ish hotels - with high metal 
fences around them - and 
patches of recent, high-density 
housing in what are only theo- 
retically pedestrianised areas. 

In its heyday, Roubaix was 
known as foe “city of a hundred 
chimneys’’ and was the hub of 
the French textile industry. 
Over foe past 30 years, it has al- 
most vanished. 

Few jobs have arrived to take 
the place of foe thousands lost 
Immigrants who arrived to work 
in foe mills - some directly from 
France's colonies, others from 
Belgium - found themselves 
and their families without work 
or the prospect of work. 


More than a third of its pop- 
ulation maybe of immigrant ori- 
gin, but everyone stresses that 
it is not - as Mr Aziz c laims - 
France's first “M uslim " city. 

In some districts, though, 
people “of foreign origin” are 
in a big majority. 

One city official said that this 
was a “mistake", the result of 
both negligence and benevo- 
lence. wouldn’t want to as- 
sist that sort of concentration 
today but how can you undo it?” 
he said 

He also felt the state might 
keep a closer watch on the 
mosques, even reduce their 
number and work with the 
more moderate clergy; “But 
there we have a problem: where 
Islam is concerned, the sepa- 
ration of church and state in 
France can. be a liability.” 

In the backstreets of the 
Alma-Gare quarter, near the 
scene of the recent gunfight, you 
can see adolescent boys flaunt- 
ing Arafat-style headgear; bare- 
headed girls are few and mostly 
of identifiabty Turkish, not 
North African origin. There 
are mosques, big and small and 


-it is said -very many more in 
cellars and converted back- 
rooms of houses. Islam has 
claimed even thoroughly 
French converts: two of those 
killed in the recent shoot-out 
were of Reach origin, a fact that 
leaves officials and others strag- 
gling to find explanations. 

Even so, the police and offi- 
cials of the centre-right coun- 
cil In Roubaix are reluctant to 
accept the existence of any link 
between “racketeering", large- 
ly drugs-related crime, and Is- 
lamic terrorism. 

The drug problem is manifest 
and blamed on the proximity of 
the Belgian border (which runs 
through the edge of Roubaix), 
foe liberal drugs laws in the 
Netherlands and unemploy- 
ment Roubaix’s south-eastern 
suburb of Hem is admitted by 
all to be saturated with drugs. 

The appeal of Islamic fun- 
damentalism for disillusioned 
young people of immigrant par- 
ents is also conceded. 

There were arrests in 
Roubaix, as there were in many 
large French dries, after foe 
summer bout of Islamic ter- 
rorism in Paris and Lyons. 

Islam supplies a purpose, a 
faith and an identity to secon el- 
and third-generation North 
Africans who feel let down by 
foe French system. 

In Roubaix, these young peo- 
ple are largely French citizens 
but they complain that they 
were never treated as “proper- 
ly” French, never given an equal 
chance. Their parents’ hopes, 
they say, were betrayed. 

While foe possibility of links 
between young Mus lims in 
seardh of a purpose and crimi- 
nal violence is something offi- 
dals — locally and nationally — 
would prefer to minimise, local 
people and reporters take it al- 
most for granted. 

“Of course, many start off as 
idealists; they embrace Islam in 
an attempt to flee drags and vi- 
olence a local reporter told 
me, “but they are used by oth- 
ers, including some Muslim 
clerics. They need funds for 
their ‘holy war 1 and ail means 

to acquire them are good.* - 
According to this theory, the 

unk between organised crime 
and Islam, ifnot already proved,' 
is only a matter of time. ■ 
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In a matter of seconds, the Canon B100 can send a fax to any other fax machine 
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Hizbollah continues to fire rackets as Israel orders 30,000 Lebanese villagers to leave home or face attack 

Talks left to US as Israel carries on attack 

Public 
bask in 
spoils 
of TV 
war 


Syrians seen as 
key to ceasefire 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

.Jerusalem 

Israel ordered a further 30,000 
Lebanese villagers to leave 
then homes or face air and 
artillery attack yesterday as 
Katyusha rockets fired by 
Hizbollah, the Lebanese guer- 
rilla movement, continued to 
fall on northern IsraeL 

Israel expects the US to 
begin diplomatic moves to put 
pressure on Syria to curb 
Hizbollah and set the stage for 
a ceasefire. There are doubts in 
Jerusalem, however, that Pres- 
ident Hafez ab-Assad of Syria 
will be willing to do this. 

Despite Israel’s overwhelm- 
ing military smseriority Hizbol- 
lah is still firing salvoes of 
rockets into northern Galilee, 

. where they cause few casualties 
but have led much of the pop- 
ulation to flee or live in shelters. 
Three Israelis were injured yes- 
terday and five were treated for 
shock. 

Shimon Peres, the Prime 
Minister, has promised to stop 
the firing of Katyushas but this 
may not be feasible by use of air 
and artillery alone. “This has to 
be decided on the ground,” says 
Dr Dore Gold at the Jaffee 
Centre for Strategic Studies at 
Tfel Aviv university. “It cannot 
be decided by air power and 
videotapes [taken by attacking 
aircraft].** 

The key to resolution of the 
crisis is Syria, says Dr Gold. Is- 
rael denounces Iran as the hid- 
den hand which controls 
Hizbollah, but this is largely be- 
cause it has not wanted to de- 
monise Syria with whom it has 
been negotiating a peace treaty 
in return for Israel relinquish- 
ing the Golan Heights. Presi- 
dent Assad may not want to 
restrain Hizbollah until there is 
a final deal with Israel. 

Major General Mosbe 


Ya’alon, the head of military in- 
telligence, says that if Hizbol- 
lah‘s ability to fire rockets is 
diminished then it will strike at 
Israel with suicide bombas or 
hang gliders. He added that 
Iranian embassy staff in Beirut 
had left for Damascus. The Is- 
raeli press says senior officials 
in Israel have received sig nal s 
from Damascus that it wants to 
see a new arrangement in south 
Lebanon. If no agreement is 
readied with Syria then there 
will be pressure on Mr Peres to 
use ground troops, something 
be says he is determined not to 
do. It was he who withdrew Is- 
raeli troops in I98S from all but 
the far south of the country. 

The firepower available to 
the two sides is veiy unbalanced. 
A spokesman for the UN peace- 
keeping force said Israeli gun- 
ners pumped 3,000 heavy 
artillery shells into the south in 
a 24-hour period up to yester- 
day morning. Israel also 
launched 63 air raids. Hizbol- 
lah kept up a steady barrage of 
rockets over the frontier, 
wounding three Israelis. Of the 

28 people killed on both sides 
in the Iasi week only one has 
been an Israeli, a soldier killed 
in south Lebanon last week. 

In Jerusalem Mr Peres said 
he was not ready to negotiate 
an end to Operation Grapes of 
Wrath. “It is loo early to nego- 
tiate,” he said when asked what 
were Israel’s conditions for an 
end to the fighting. “The time 
is always right for a political ini- 
tiative.’’ Mr Peres added. “1 am 
not going to offer but I think 
that there are other parties 
that will offer and we shall 
have a good look at it.” 

The conflict has so far much 
improved the chances of Mr 
Peres winning the election on 

29 May. He regularly appears 
in a blue, military style-jacket. 
It is now difficult for Binyaxnin 




“1 don't think the operation wfl] 
stop the Katyusha rockets, 1 * 
said Iwo, the owner of a deli- 
catessen in Sbamai street in 
Jerusalem, writes Patrick Cock- 
burn. “Only the Syrians can do 
that - the bastards." 

Israelis overwhelmingly ap- 
prove of the decision of the gov- 
ernment to launch an air and 
artillery offensive in south 
Lebanon last week. Differences 
only emerge over the likely ef- 
fectiveness of the attacks in 
achieving their declared aim of 
stopping the Katyusha attacks. 

At the other end of the street. 
Elan, who manages a television 
and electronics shop, also be- 


A lone fireman tackles a Maze in the southern Lebanese town of Nabatiyeh following Israeli artillery attacks 


Photograph: AP/Mohamed Zatari 


Netanyahu, the leader of the 
right-wing Ukud, to outflank 
him on the right for being soft 
on security. The war has also 
been accompanied by a so- 
phisticated Israeli army pre- 
sentation to the media, with 
video pictures of exploding 
buildings hit by Israeli missiles. 

The Israeli public relations 
exercise much resembles that of 
the US in the Gulf war in 1990. 
The Israeli press notes that the 
European media has been much 
more critical than the US. There 


was only limited domestic tele- 
vision coverage of the destruc- 
tion of an ambulance, in which 
four children were killed, ty an 
Israeli helicopter. However, the 
real reason for the lack of crit- 
icism of the operation in Israel 
is that it is felt to be defensive, 
has led to no Israeli military ca- 
sualties and is against an ene- 
my, Hizbollah. which is seen as 
part of the Islamic militant 
movement which trilled 63 peo- 
ple in Israel with four suicide 
bombs six weeks ago. 


Since Israel opened its bombardment of Lebanon last Thursday. 23 ; Lebanese civilians have 
been killed and at least 80 wounded. In the previous three days, a 'Lebanese, teenager and 
an Israeli occupation soldier were killed and 13 Israelis wounded. Since the start of the 
Israeli assault, not a single Israeli soldier or Hizbollah guerrilla has been reported killed. 

Among the lebaiese civilian victims are: Khatija Deep, 27, an unidentified male ef about ; 
60; Rima at-toussef, 2; RanaalAbussef, 12; Lara al-Tbussef, age unknown^ Ibtissama! Abussef, 
13; Ghofran Karim, 25; Air Monem, about 100; Hussein Monem, 18; Wrijeb Monem, ageun- 
known; and AbshaShaashou, 35 - all killed by Israeli shellfire on the village of Kbhmbr, in the. 
southern Bekaa valley. And Mahmoud Daher, 90; Mariam Geha, one month; HoneirrGeha. 3; 
Zienab Geha, 7; Houdou AlaWeh, 11; Noha Alakleh, 35; and Mona ShweiK 35 - ail killed In 
an ambulance attacked by Israeli helicopter at Hannieh, southern Lebanon. . . : - . ;■ > ';/• 


EU stales angered 
by France’s solo 
search for ceasefire 


JOHN LICHFIELD 

European governments were 
struggling yesterday to find a 
common response to the blood- 
shed in Lebanon after Fiance 
began an apparently doomed at- 
tempt to broker a ceasefire sin- 
gle-handed. 

There was thinly disguised ir- 
ritation in other EU capitals that 
Paris bad ignored the machin- 
ery of common European for- 
eign policy-making . and 
dispatched its Foreign Minister, 
Herv6 de Cbarette. to Israel 
Lebanon and Syria. 

Senior foreign ministry offi- 
cials from foe 15 EU countries 
were meeting in Brussels yes- 
terday to try to prepare some 
land of common statement or 
initiative for a meeting of Eu- 
ropean foreign ministers in 
Luxembourg next week. 

One EU diplomat told 
Reuters that the unilateral 
French action would “go down 
like a lead balloon, not because 
of any jealousies but because the 
French move is hollow. There’s 
nothing in iL” 

The French intervention re- 
ceived a similarly discouraging 
response in Israel itself. 

Asked by journalists what 
his conditions might be to end 
the five-day rocket and artillery 
bombardment of Lebanon, the 
Israeli Prime Minister, Shimon 
Peres, declared: “It is too ear- 
ly to negotiate.” 

Some French commentators 
also criticised their govern- 
ment’s decision to go it alone. 



Chirac: Proclaimed backing 
for Lebanese sovereignty 

The Liberation newspaper 
said that it was prompted not by 
any genuine hope of doing 
good, but by embarrassment 
that Israel - a close ally of 
France - had launched the 
bombardment one week after 
President Jacques Chirac had 
proclaimed his support for the 
sovereignty and in Dependence 
of Lebanon, a former French 
protectorate. 

Britain, meanwhile, issued a 
statement expres s i n g “concern” 
at the “growing humanitarian 
problems” of the tens of thou- 
sands of Lebanese civilians 
forced to flee the fighting. The 
Foreign Office statement called 
on both sides to “break the cy- 
cle of violence”. 

The Director of Middle East 
Affairs at the Foreign Office, 
John Shepherd, flew to Beirut 
yesterday to talk to the 


Lebanese government. The 
cautious Foreign Office state- 
ment contrasted, in tone if not 
in substance, with remarks 
made by the Secretary of State 
for Defence, Michael Portillo, 
who began a long-scheduled vis- 
it to Israel yesterday. Mr Por- 
tillo placed the entire blame for 
the civilian exodus from south- 
ern Lebanon on Hizbollah, 
winch, he said, bad fired its rock- 
ets at northern Israel from the 
heart of civilian areas. 

“It is the right of eveiy coun- 
try to have security and defend 
herself ..." Mr Portillo said. “I 
don’t believe that Israel wishes 
to kin any civilians and for that 
reason civilians have been with- 
drawing for their own security.” 

The US response to the fight- 
ing remains low-key. with the 
Secretary of State. Warren 
Christopher, telephoning his 
Syrian counterpart, Farouq ai- 
Sharaa, foe Israeli Foreign Min- 
ister, Ehud Barak, and 
Lebanese leaders. But President 
Clinton, engaged in a round- 
the-world tour, has shown no 
sign of willingness to dispatch 
Mr Christopher or another se- 
nior official to the region. 

The White House spokes- 
man, Mike McCuny, told re- 
porters accompanying foe 
President: “Obviously our goal 
is to see what steps can be tak- 
en now to restore calm to foe 
border and to minimise foe vi- 
olence which is affecting citizens 
on both rides of the border.” 
Washington blames Hizbollah 
for the fighting. 



Michael Portillo (right), who is visiting Israel, with Shimon Pares yesterday Photograph: AFP 

Press highlights children’s plight 


ADEL DARW1SH 

Pro-Western Arab leaders who 
urged peace with Israel are be- 
ing pressed to adopt a tougher 
response to Israel's attacks, as 
public opinion, which is in- 
creasingly sympathetic to foe 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah ’s at- 
tacks on IsraeL seeks collective 
Arab action. 

Whether in Jordan, which has 
normal diplomatic lies with Is- 
rael, or in Saudi Arabia, press 
comment and cartoons cany a 
similar message. “The children 
of south Lebanon call upon foe 
powerful leaders of [last 
month's anti-terror summit in] 
Sharm el Sheikh to lift their suf- 


fering.” the London-based Ai- 
Hayat declared. 

A cartoon in Lbe Saudi-owned 
Ashdrq aI-A*sal accused Israel's 
Prime Minster, Shimon Ptres, of 
hitting Lebanese children to fur- 
ther his electoral chances. 

Many papers highlighted foe 
call by Lebanon’s Prune Min- 
ister Rafiq el-Hariri, to Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 
to use Cairo’s 17-year-old diplo- 
matic ties with Israel to step foe 
attacks. Mr Mubarak is em- 
barrassed, because of accusa- 
tions that he was naively 
optimistic about peace talks 
between Israel ana Syria. Mr 
Mubarak, whose security forces 
continue to crack down on Is- 


lamic extremists, has been ac- 
cused by the opposition of al- 
lowing Israel to subject the 
Arab people to its rule. 

The Egyptian Foreign Min- 
ister, Amr Moussa, has can- 
celled a trip to Turkey. 
Officially, be needed to stay in 
Cairo for tomorrow’s emer- 
gency meeting of Arab League 
foreign ministers. Privately, 
diplomats say it was a gesture 
of support to Syria, which bit- 
terly attacked a Thrkish-IsraeU 
accord allowing Israel to use 
Turkish air space and, perhaps, 
its bases for military training. 

Powerful players like Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia, which com- 
pete for foe leadership of both 


the Arab and the Muslim 
worlds, encourage their official 
or semi -official media to con- 
demn Israel's action. No paper, 
however, has criticised attacks 
against Israeli civilians by 
Hizbollah fighters who are re- 
ferred to in most Arab media 
as “ Lebanese resistance." 

Diplomats agree Syria holds 
foe key to settling this round of 
violence, but “no single Arab 
nation attending tomorrow's 
Arab League meeting in Cairo 
is expected to even ask Syria to 
pressurise Hizbollah to halt its 
attacks," said an Egyptian offi- 
cial yesterday, “ while Israel re- 
mains an illegal occupation 
force in south Lebanon.” 


and electronics shop, also De- 
li eve d that Israel's five-day old 
Operation Grapes of wrath 
would not alone prevent 
Hizbollah. foe Lebanese guer- 
rilla movement, from firing 
rockets. 

“I think we are going to send 
in ground troops,” he said. “I 
think we are going to do it af- 
ter there is not a single Leba 
nese left in south Lebanon.” He 
thought that this would ensure 
that there would be no Israeli 
casualties because “the shelling 
and bombing will have cleaned 
everything tty then”. 

The popularity of foe oper- 
ation is explained by foe fact 
that most Israelis see it as a de- 
fensive measure. This is not af- 
fected by the disproportion 
between the few dozen 
Katyushas fired by HizboDah on 
a single day and foe 4,000 shells 
fired by Israeli artillery and 
over 200 airstrikes. 

Regardless of how effective 
the operation is going to prove 
many Israelis simply want to hit 
back. “They shouldn’t have let 
Hizbollah develop this chutz- 
pah.” says ShauL who said that 
General Ariel Sharon should 
have been allowed to finish foe 
j'ob of pacifying Lebanon dur- 
ing foe invasion of 198Z 

Shimon Peres, the Israeli 
prime minister, says that the aim 
of foe offensive is limited. As a 
result, there have been none of 
the protests seen during the 
1982 invasion. To Israelis, 
Hizbollah is associated with 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, foe 
Palestinian Islamic organisa- 
tions which carried out four sui- 
cide bombings in February and 
March which killed 63 people. 
All three movements are seen 
as a common enemy. 

So far foe war has been cheap 
for IsraeL Israeli parents are not 
worried that their children will 
be killed. In Jerusalem there is 
little of foe sense of emergency 
which was visible after foe as- 
sassination of Yitzhak Rabin 
last November or after foe sui- 
cide bombings earlier this year. 

For most Israelis it is a tele- 
vision war. Electoral politics, 
too, plays its part. An assistant 
in Iwo’s shop argued: “The war 
is geared to the election on 29 
May ” 

Israeli and international tele- 
vision exaggerate foe sense of 
threat felt by Israelis close to the 
border, because it focuses on the 
small number of people who 
were wounded or shocked by an 
explosion. After a rocket had hit 
a eucalyptus outside an apart- 
ment house he owned in Kiry- 
at Shmona at the weekend, 
Yoel Spongjn said: “Now look 
at these people who lived here. 
None of them are crying.” Nev- 
ertheless, the public- mood 
could change. “What would 
have bappen&L” asks Professor 
Israel Shahak, a political com- 
mentator, “if the Katyusha 
which hit the roof of that shel- 
ter had penetrated and killed all 
foe children inside?" 
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Allied peace-keepers: UK and France could 
be key players when Dayton mandate expires 


Nato likely to 


extend its 


stay in Bosnia 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence correspondent 


A continued role for Nato in 
Bosnia after the 60, 000-stroog 
peace implementation force (I- 
For) is due to leave after its 
year-long mandate ends in mid- 
December is looking increas- 
ingly likely. The official British 
and US position that everyone 
must leave when the 20,000- 
sirong US component ofl-For 
departs is “untenable", ac- 
cording to one expert 

While any discussion of the 
“post I-For” options and “Day 
366" is still regarded as heresy 
in official circles, it is looking 
increasingly likely that a small- 
er European Nato force, led by 
Britain and France, will stay. 

A decision on the exact na- 
ture of foreign involvement in 
Bosnia after I-For's mission 
ends wDJ need to be made soon, 
probably at the Peace Imple- 
mentation Review Conference 
in Rome in June. 

The Nato Secretary-Gener- 
al, Javier Solana, said in Feb- 
ruary that there would be no 
public discussion of the post-I- 


For question until 18 April, the 
deadline for withdrawal of all 


deadline for withdrawal of ah 
the former waning factions' 
heavy weapons. If the 60,000 
mainly Nato troops and tens of 
thousands of vehicles are to be 
withdrawn by the end of De- 
cember, they will have to start 
withdrawing in August. 

Michael Portillo, the British 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
and his advisers still favour the 
“in together, stay together out 
logetber” policy which drove the 
deployment of I-Far. They have 
so far rejected the idea, which 
has been widely mooted, of 
European states maintaining a 


military presence after a US 
withdrawal following the US 
presidential election. 

When I-Fbrwas deployed the 
idea was to make a spectacular 
demonstration of joint force, 
and to stick together for a year 
before withdrawing - a policy 
which, so far, has seemed to 
work. 

Some commentators believe 
the contributor nations are 
stic king to that line in order to 
maintain respect from the for- 
mer warring factions. 

But Michael Williams, a for- 
mer UN director of information 
in Zagreb who is now with the 
International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, yesterday said 
“it is imperative there be some 
continuing military presence, 
preferably under the Nato um- 
brella, post-December. Dayton 
has secured a ceasefire which is 
now in its sixth month. I believe 
we are far more likely to have 
a durable peace in Bosnia if 
there is a military presence 
there for another 12 months.” 

Hie practised organisation of 
Nato has proved highly suc- 
cessful in establishing an un- 
challenged authority in Bosnia, 
respected by the Bos nian gov 
emment,Croats and Serbs. 

The inchoate organisation 
of the civilian reconstruction ef- 
fort, under the “high represen- 
tative", Carl Bildit, has not, 
according to observers. There- 
fore, to forgo the authority and 
efficiency of Nato and hand over 
to a disparate civilian organi- 
sation would be foolhardy. 

While a renewed UN pres- 
ence to co-ordinate any re- 
maining military components 
with civilian aid organisations 
cannot be ruled out, experts 
consider it unlikely. Nor, they 


believe, would there be airy 
value in transferring the Nato 
flag to that of the Western Eu- 
ropean Union (WEU). 

However, Nato has had re- 
markable success so far. And, 
for the first time in 30 years, the 
French now work in harmony 
with the Atlantic alliance. 

Nato is also a good guaran- 
tee of continued US involve- 


ment in non-direct military 
roles, such as transport, medical 


roles, such as transport, medical 
aid, air cover and intelligence. 

A Nato force of 20,000 to 
25,0000 troops, without US 
troops on the ground, therefore 
looks a feasible option. 

Britain and France could 
provide sjch a force alone, if 
necessary, to maintain the suc- 
cess which Nato’s reputation 
and organisation has achieved, 
sources said. 

Once the warring factions are 
separated and their heavy 
weapons destroyed or corralled, 
I-For will have fulfilled the 
main part of its mission and can 
be diverted to other tasks, in- 
cluding reconstruction and se- 
curing and investigating the 
sites of alleged atrocities. 

If reconstruction goes ac- 
cording to plan, the main re- 
quirement by December will be 
for a large civilian construction 
effort and assistance with polk- 
ing and law and order. 

Separated try a four-kilome- 
tre wide zone, and with their 
heavy weapons in storage, the 
Bosnian Serb and Bosnian gov- 
ernment forces will find it dif- 
ficult to menace each other. 
Hostility is more likely at a low- 
er level and between Muslims 
and Croats, who will not be sep- 
arated cleanly by the demar- 
cation lines in the Dayton 
agreement. 
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Centre-left coalition senses victory 


Cartel] ammar e della Stabia — 
If there was anywhere for Italy's 
centre-left coalition to feel op- 
timistic in the final week of gen- 
eral election campaigning, it was 
surely here in this down-at- 
heel industrial town in the Bay 
of Naples, at a rousing outdoor 
rally this past weekend. 

With the setting sun glowing 
through the palms and plane 
trees of the municipal park, the 
coalition's leaders - Romano 
Prodi, his deputy Walter Vel- 
troni and the wildly popular 
mayor of Naples. Antonio Bas- 
solino - were greeted with pas- 
sion and optimism by an 
adoring crowd and, for the first 
time in this bruising campaign, 
actually looked and sounded 
like they were on their way to 
victory. 

Mr Bassolino, who has re- 
stored badly needed confidence 
to the chaos of Naples in the 
past two years, was treated like 
a rock star; and even Mr Pro- 
di, not the most inspiring of pub- 
lic speakers, was received with 
thunderous applause. Every- 
thing, from their proposals to 
bring employment to this de- 
pressed corner of Italy to their 


Italian election: Sunday’s vote is too close to call, but 
the right may be losing ground, says Andrew Gumbel 


jibes at the centre-right led by 
Silvio Berlusconi and Gian- 
franco Fun, met with cheers and 
ecstatic banner-waving. 

“As the campaign goes on, we 
are gening stronger and they are 
getting weaker . They want to di- 
vide Italy while we will work to 
unite it," boomed Mr Veltroni. 
“At the next G7 meeting there 
wiD be two new faces, Tbny Blair 
and Romano Prodi.* 

The rally was an important 
morale-booster since the centre- 
left (known by the name of its 
symbol the Olive Tree} has 
precious few strongholds m the 
Italian South and will be rely- 
ing on the reputation of men 
like Mr Bassolino to win over 
its conservative and tradition- 
alist electorate. 

There have been other rea- 
sons to be cheerful in the past 
few days. Although opinion 
polls cannot be published in the 
last three weeks, a dutch of pri- 
vate surveys suggest that the ini- 
tiative seized by Mr Berlusconi 
in the early stages of the cam- 


paign has now ebbed and that 
support is swinging in the oth- 
er direction. The new polls 
show the centre-left slightly 
ahead, although stfll within the 
statistical margin for error. 

The centre-right has also 
made a number of gaffes. Last 
week, Mr Fini suggested his side 
might abolish pay-as-you-eam 
income tax for company em- 
ployees, only to retract the re- 
mark a few days later when 
some of his own colleagues 
said he was effectively sanc- 
tioning mass tax evasion. 

Then, over the weekend, Mr 
Berlusconi argued that a victo- 
ry for the centre-left might 
spell the abolition of free and 
fair elections in the future - a 
remark so explosive from a 
man hims elf suspected of au- 
thoritarian tendendes that it 
was effectively an own goal 
“Berlusconi is not afraid of fu- 
ture elections,” retorted Mr 
Veltroni “He is afraid of next 
Sunday because he thinks he is 
going to lose." 


It would be a rash punter, 
however, to bet on the outcome 
at this stage. For all the centre- 
left’s advantages - its effective 
grassroots campaigning, its ar- 
ray of respected senior figures, 
and the favour it has found with 
the international community 
including the financial markets 
- it is nevertheless weighed 
down by heavy problems, par- 
ticularly in the underdeveloped 
and Mafia-ridden South. 

So widely has the Olive Tree 
cast its shadow, grouping bare- 
ly reformed Communists with 
im apologetic free-marketeer- 
ing conservatives, that it risks 
considerable internal incoher- 
ence should it reach office. 
Originally, Mr Prodi had hoped 
that the coalition’s great 
strength would be the quality of 
its candidates, but the logic of 
coalition politics has led to a 
carve- up of seats and candida- 
cies that has -partfculaiiy in the 
South - left plenty to be desired. 

Many voters have found that 
their prospective local MPs are 


famili ar figures from a tar- 
nished and corrupt past whom, 
they fear, may be susceptible to 
pressure from the Mafia and 
other insidious influences if re- 
elected now. In some cases, 
these candidates have been im- 
posed from Rome at the ex- 
pense of popular and effective 
sitting parliamentarians. 

This tendency is particularly 
unfortunate in the Italian 
South, which has consistently 
suffered from c lie nte listic de- 
cision-making imposed from 
above, and a lack of genuine lo- 
cal autonomy. Nobody is more 
disappointed than Mr Prodi 
himself, who according to his 
friends is keen to establish a new 
selection procedure as soon as 
this election is over. 

The candidate problem high- 
lights Mr Prodfs overall weak- 
ness, both within the power 
structure of the coalition's par- 


ty leaders, and as a candidate 
for the premiership. “He may 
be knowledgeable and foil of 
ideas, bat he is not a commu- 
nicator. When he opens his 
mouth he tends to send people 
to sleep, even his friends," 
lamented one supporter. 


China takes pride in 
consulting Hong Kong 
for first time in decade 




IX BRIEF 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 


According to yesterday's 
Peking-backed newspapers in 
Hong Kong, China has scored 
a great success by carrying out 
a two-day consultation during 
which a number of organisa- 
tions and individuals gave (heir 
views on how the territory's new 
leadership was to be selected. 

The fact that the exercise was 
dogged by protests, some un- 
characteristically violent, and 
that students who expressed 
unwelcome views were thrown 
out of the meetings, was seen 
as confirmation of China's de- 
termination not to allow insta- 
bility to break out when Peking 
resumes sovereignty next year. 

The newspapers conveying 
these views were supported in 
a fashion which illustrates how 
China’s old revolutionary “unit- 
ed-front" tactics are being de- 
ployed as non-Cormnunist 
advisers to the Chinese gov- 
ernment were trotted out to say 
bow useful the consultations 
had been. 

This was not the view of 
three legislators and their sup- 
porters who yesterday said they 
would be staging a 50-hour 
mobile hunger strike m protest 
at the way the consultation ex- 


Process is 
marked by 
weekend of 


protests 


erase had largely shunned any- 
one expressing dissenting views. 

The hunger-strikers have 
vowed to sit m a truck follow- 
ing the movements of Lu Ping, 
China's most senior official re- 
sponsible for Hong Kong affairs, 
who is making a rare visit to the 
colony as part of the consulta- 
tion exercise. 

The consultation is the first 
of its kind in almost a decade 
since China sought views on the 
drafting of the Basic Law, the 
mini-constitution for the terri- 
tory after the Chinese takeover. 

The hunger strike, which is 
largely a symbolic gesture, fol- 
lows a weekend of protest 
which attracted only limited 
participation but appeared to 
have widespread public back- 
ing, as reflected in opinion 
polls and radio phone-in shows. 

“While many people in Hong 
Kong do not take to the streets 
to protest", wrote the politician 
Emily Lau in yesterday’s South 
China Morning Post , “Mr Lu 
should not take this as a sign 
they condone the Chinese gov- 


ernment's habitual refusal to 
consider dissenting views." 

Returning from a visit to 
Britain, the Governor, Chris 
Patten, said he too was con- 
cerned about China’s reluc- 
tance to listen to representatives 
from political parties which 
consistently secure the highest 
number of votes in Hong Kong 
elections. 

At a dosed session yesterday 
Chinese officials and their 
Hong Kong advisers started a 
post-mortem on the results of 
the consultations, which were 
primarily aimed at determining 
the formation of an election 
committee to chose the first 
Chief Executive, who will head 
the first post-colonial adminis- 
tration, and the mechanism to 
select the members of a tem- 
porary legislature to replace the 
existing one, which will be dis- 
solved after China resumes 
power. 

Meanwhile, China’s sup- 
porters in Hong Kong are plan- 
ning a series of events to muster 
support for the new order, 
while the hitherto fragmented 
democracy camp is showing 
new signs of cohesion as it be- 
comes increasingly dear that 
China intends to give its mem- 
bers absohiteiy no say in the fu- 
ture of the territory. 


Sirens wail as South Korea stages air drill 

Seoul — Sirens wailed across South Korea as air force fighters 
posing as communist invaders streaked over major cities in South 
Korea yesterday in a major civil defence drill held in response 
to North Korean “sabre-rattling", on the eve of a visit by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. F-16 fighters roared through the airspace of 
Seoul and 37 other cities as pedestrians ran for shelters. Reuter 

Two Russian battalions leave Chechnya 

Moscow — Russia pulled out two battalions from rebel Chech- 
nya as part of President Boris Yeltsin’s peace plan, but fighting 
continued and separatists shot down a Russian helicopter killing 
four servicemen. Russian television said the units withdrew from 
bases 100 miles northeast of the regional capital Grozny. Renter. 

US holds Kurd on passport fraud charge 

Washington — The head of the American Kurdish Information 
Office was charged with passport fraud after an investigation in- 
dicated he had assumed the identity of a man killed in a car crash 
25 years ago. US authorities said Kani Xulam is thought to be a 
leader of the extremist Kurdistan Workers* Party (PKK).Reuter 

Russia holds back Azeri's extradition 


Moscow Russia has asked Azerbaijan for more evidence be- 
fore it agrees to the extradition of former Azeri president Ayaz 
Mutalibov on a charge of treason, according to a senior aide to 
- i5? Bian P rosecutor -generaL Mr Mutalibov, who was ousted 
in 1992, was arrested in Moscow on Thursday. Reuter 


Activists sentenced in Bahrain 

Manama, Bahrain — A state security court has sentenced 10 op- 
posiuon activists to between one and five years in prison following 
their conviction on sabotage and arson charges, newspapers re- 
ported. The prisoners were accused of taking part in the recent 
wave of ami -government protests. . . AP 


Kazakstan creates national wildlife parte 


Moscow — Kazakstan took steps yesterday to protect its en- 
d f n § er 5^, s P ec i ^ including the snow leopard, with the creation 
or the 600,000-a ere Zaitisky AJatau National Park, south of the 
capital Alma Ata. AP 


$6m judgment upheld on Mariey estate 

— The US Supreme Court let stand a $6m judgment 

Iha Mima, I 1 _ * cr . 


_ uvuil. 1U1 JUUU D iHIUI JUUglUCai 

a^iMt the late reggae star Bob Marley’s lawyer and accountant, 
found by jury to have fraudulently plundered his estate. It rejected 
arguments that Marley’s estate sued the men too late. AP 
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f i ‘6°? War ’ : Developers abandon plan to build new course after protester is killed and 18 are wounded in shoot-out with police 

Mexico’s battling peasants keep spirit of Zapata alive 
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Ernesto Zedillo: Speech to 
■ mark Zapata anniversary 


PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 

Elderly Indian peasants in the 
Mexican state of Morelos tru- 
ly believe local revolutionary 
hero Emiliano Zapata never 
died on 10 April 1919. Even 
though the Mexican army laid 
his body out in a town square 
after ambushing him, the su- 
perstitious peasants believed 
he had taken to the hills with his 
famous white stallion. 

That is why the elderly sin- 
cerely believe Zapata was pre- 
sent last Wednesday, 10 April, 
when Morelos peasants were 
ambushed by police on a coun- 


try road near the little town of 
Tcpoztian. The outcome was 
gory, one peasant killed and IS 
wounded. But the incident re- 
sulted in a peasant victory over 
big business of which the great 
moustachioed revolutionary 
would have been proud. 

The peasants were residents 
of Tcpoztian, a small town 35 
miles south of Mexico City and 
a stone's throw from Zapata's 
birthplace. Some were his direct 
descendants, others were sons 
of the men who fought along- 
side him during the 1910-17 rev- 
olution. 

They had been heading in a 
convoy of buses to the town of 


Cuernavaca, where Mexican 
President Ernesto Zedillo was 
giving a speech to mark the 77th 
anniversary of Zapata's death, 
traditionally a big day on the 
Mexican calendar. Bui the peas- 
ants had not gone to listen. 

They had gone to protest 
against plans to build a golf 
course and tourism complex 
around lepoztlan. one of Mex- 
ico’s most picturesque Indian 
villages, which they said would 
ruin the landscape, endanger 
midlife, use up scarce water sup- 
plies and desecrate pre- 
Columbian burial sites. 

They had occupied the town 
of 13, WO since last September. 


erecting barbed wire barricades 
and taking over the (own ball, 
after the developers began bull- 
dozing the gplf course to be de- 
signed by Jack Nicklaus’s 
Golden Bear Course Manage- 
ment company. Local media 
billed the standoff as the Golf 
War. 

To prevent the protesters 
reaching the president, police- 
men were dispatched to block 
their path at (he town of Tlal- 
lizapan. .After news of a clash 
emerged, not for the first time 
in Mexico, the police insisted 
they had been unarmed and that 
the' gunfire must have come 
from the peasants. An amateur 


video confirmed, however, that 
the police were armed and 
opened fire - demonstrating 
that Mr Zedillo still has some 
way to go in his pledge to im- 
prove his nation’s human rights 
record. Six policemen have 
been charged with murder. 54 
others with abuse of authority. 

A 62-year-old Tepoztlan res- 
ident called Marcos Ohnedo 
was killed in the gunfire but his 
fellow-protesters now bill him 
as a martyr who did not die in 
vain. At the weekend, saying the 
violence had undermined in- 
vestors' confidence, the devel- 
opers ceded to the locals and 
called off the golf project ‘The 


conditions no longer exist that 
would guarantee our invest- 
ment, ” said a spokesman for the 
Grupo KS investment compa- 
ny. -But the land is legally oure 
and we will not give it up, al- 
though we don’t know what we 
will finally do with iu” 

That suggested the conflict 
may not be finally over. But af- 
ter their victory, the peasants ap- 
pear to have the bit between 
their teeth. 

Demanding justice for the vic- 
tims of the shooting, they have 
vowed “to fight on” until the 
state government of Morelos re- 
signs. The Golf War may yet be- 
come the Golf Revolution. 



South Africa 
begins laying 
ghosts to rest 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

South Africa’s official journey 
into its past, to try to heal the 
wounds of its conscience and 
come to terms with the brutal- 
ity of its history, began yester- 
day amid a media circus in a 
. crowded city hall in East Lon- 
don, in the Eastern Cape. 

Journalists from around the 
world, a few prominent South 
Africans and many ordinary cit- 
izens packed the ornate colonial 
building for the historic event. 
They came to hear three women 
and one man - all of them vic- 
tims of apartheid - bare their 
pain at the first public session 
of South Africa's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. 

After lighting a candle as both 
a symbol of peace and to re- 
member those who died in the 
struggle against apartheid, the 
body's chairman. Archbishop 
Desmond Ttitu, reminded 
everyone why they were there. 

“We are charged to unearth 
the truth about our dark past; 
to lay the ghosts of that past so 
that they will not return to 


haunt us; and that we will there- 
by contribute to the heating of 
a traumatised and wounded 
people - for all of us in South 
Africa are wounded people - 
and in this manner to promote 
national unity and reconcilia- 
tion.” 

It was the only attempt at elo- 
quence on a day which really be- 
longed to the first people to 
testify. Each seemed to have 
been chosen not only to repre- 
sent a section of society which 
had suffered during apartheid 
but also to show (be Commis- 
sion’s impartiality. There was 
the widow of a man killed in po- 
lice custody, and two women 
whose loved ones disappeared 
after being arrested. And finally, 
there was a white man who was 
crippled in an attack by black 
anti-apartheid guerrillas. 

However, the first testimony 
seemed to make the biggest im- 
pact, both on the people in East 
London and on those through- 
out the country, watching or lis- 
tening to the live broadcasts. 

NohJe Mobapi was calm, as 
she talked about the death in 
detention of heT husband 


Mapclla in 1976, the year stu- 
dent riots swept the country. Po- 
lice said he had hanged himself 
in his cell with his jeans. 

Bui Mrs Mohapi's testimony 
did not begin with her husband's 
detention or even her own 
bouts of torture. It was full of 
the minutiae of life lived under 
repression. “1 was full of bate 
when my husband died,” she 
said. “1 hated anyone who was 
a policeman. 1 hated them for 
the oppression. Now I want to 
share the difficult times.” 

Graeme Simpson, the direc- 
tor of the Johannesburg-based 
Centre for the Study of Violence 
and Reconciliation, comment- 
ed that Mrs Mohapi's testimo- 
ny was the best endorsement the 
Commission could have hoped 
for. She showed how the Com- 
mission gave victims a chance 
to not only tell their tale but also 
to restore their dignify. 

Technically, the Commission 
has two years to exhume the 
truth of 30 years of apartheid. 
But that yesterday’s hearing 
took place at all is something of 
a miracle. A bomb scare forced 
a brief recess in the middle of 



Toni Liflian Mazawi (left) is comfor te d by a well-wisher before giving evidence about the killing of her son. Ncediwe Mfeti 
(right) was to give evidence about the abduction and disappearance of her husband Photograph: Adil Brad low 


Mis Mohapi’s testimony. It was 
a stark reminder of the depth 
of hatred many South Africans 
feel towards the Commission's 
attempts to steer a course 
through white demands for am- 
nesia about the past and black 
demands for justice. 

The idea of a truth commis- 
sion has been dogged by criti- 


cism since its veiy inception at 
negotiations to end apartheid 
three years ago. Afrikaners 
feared it masked a witch-bum 
against whiles. Apartheid vic- 
tims believed it sacrificed jus- 
tice for reconciliation. Black 
liberation soldiers bristled at the 
idea that their excess would be 
equated with crimes committed 


by former government hit-men. 

Even more dangerous than a 
bomb scare to the continued 
proceedings are two court cas- 
es being brought today. 

One case is being brought ty 
families of prominent apartheid 
victims, including the widow of 
Steve Biko. They claim the 
commission's ability to grant in- 


demnify to all perpetrators of 
human rights abuses who fully 
confess their misdeeds violates 
their internationally recognised 
right to seek redress through the 
courts. The other case is being 
brought by perpetrators of hu- 
man rights abuses who do not 
want their names divulged in 
hearing proceedings. 


US on alert as terrorist 
anniversary approaches 


TIM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

US government buildings have 
gone on a heightened state of 
alert for this week’s anniversary 
of the worst act of domestic ter- 
ror in America’s history. 

It was a year ago on Friday 
that former soldier Timothy 
McVeigh allegedly planted the 
home-made truck bomb that ex- 
ploded outside the Alfred Mur- 
iah government building, killing 
168 people and injuring anoth- 
er 400. 

There are no reports that the 
shadowy collection of so-called 
militia members, tax protesters, 
survivalists, white supremacists 
and others who denounce the 
US federal authorities plan a 
show of strength on 19 April 
But one private centre in At- 
lanta that keeps track of some 
12,000 names linked to the 
American far right insists that 
the threat of home-grown ter- 
rorism, far from receding since 
the shock of the bombing, has 
actually increased sharply in the 
past year. 

“Unless we take decisive 
steps now to respond to this 

threat, it is only a matter of time 
before the country endures an- 
other nightmare film the Okla- 
homa City tragedy,” wrote 
Morris Dees, chief counsel of 
the Southern Poverty Law Cen- 
tre, in a warning letter to US At- 
torney General Janet Reno last 
week. In a new report the cen- 
tre identifies over 800 right-wing 
"Patriot" organisations, in- 
cluding 441 so-called militias, 
saxf to be preparing for combat 
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Under siege: The remote ranch-house where leaders of the 
Freemen of Montana are being held at bay by the FBI 


with the federal government. 

Though numbers of members 
are hard to pin down it was Mr 
Dees and others who warned in 
the months before the Okla- 
homa City bombing of a rising 
security risk. Gauging the true 
threat from the American hr 
right, whose anti-government 

war-mongering apparently in- 
spired Mr McVeigh, is as elu- 
sive a goal as ever. But from 
Chicago to Nebraska, US au- 
thorities this week were dis- 
creetly refortifying government 
buildings with bomb-sniffing 


Criminal intelligence officers in 
Ohio, the New York Times re- 
ported, circulated a letter to po- 


lice chiefs and local sheriffs re- 
minding them that 19 April is 
also the anniversary of the fire 
ball at Waco, Tfexas, in which 
David Roresh and some 80 
cult followers perished. The 
badly bungled siege of the cult 
compound by federal agents is 
still a cause c&ibre lor mftrtia ao- 
twists and the gun-rights lobby. 
“Its for this reason that we rec- 
ommend an internal alert for 
any possible violence on April 
19th, 1996,” the letter said, 
urging “all due caution”. 

The so-called militias sprang 
up across the. US in 1994 
promising to resist a conspira- 
cy of tyranny emanating from 
^fashington by force if neces- 


sary, and defend citizens' rights 
to bear arms. 

At town hall meetings which 
drew hundreds of people, men 
in camouflage warned that 
America was in danger of a 
takeover by the UN. Main- 
stream support shrank amid 
images of children's bodies be- 
ing pulled from the wreckage in 
Oklahoma. But Mr Dees and 
others appear newly concerned 
by a hard-core who are com- 
mitted to paranoid conspirato- 
rial beliefs and often already 
outside the law. 

“We refer to this as the con- 
solidation of the whackos,” said 
Christine Kaufman, of the Mon- 
tana Human Rights Network 

For four years Ms Kaufman 
has watched the growth of the 
Montana Freemen, an alliance 
of anti-tax protesters, cheque 
forgers and embittered farmers 
whose leaders who are now 
under siege by the FBI at a re- 
mote ranch. 

In Michigan, which earned a 
reputation as a militia hot bed 
after members performed mil- 
itary-style exercises for TV cam- 
eras, meetings still gather 
occasionally to bum the UN flag 
and rail against property taxes, i 
said Richard Lobenthal, who | 
runs the Michigan office of the 
Anti-Defamation League, the 
Jewish-sponsored group that 
monitors racist and neo-Nazi or- 
ganisations. 

“They are still as much of a 
threat as they always were," he 
said. “Any time you've got twen- 
ty or thirty guys in semi-auto- 
matic |uns ... there is a danger 
they will flip ouL” 
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Soldier kills 14 in Indonesian airport 
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Jakarta (Reuters) — An In- 
donesian soldier ran wfld and 
shotifead at least 10 mffitaty ool- 
jeagues.and four civilians yes- 
terday at a remote airport in 
liirin Jaya. 

•Thirteen other people were 
reported wounded. The gunfire 

brofe : but at Timika airport 



wnen a plane . 

ies of two soldiers, believed to 
have been hacked to death by 
tribesmen, made a fuel stop- 
-Thesoldier, understood to be 
a friend of one of the two dead 



men on the plane^ was wound- 
ed in the leg by other soldiers 
who returned his fire near an 
army-run aircraft- hangar. • 

Details of the shooting re- 
mained sketchy but the soldier 
bad apparently been assigned to 
escort the bodies of the two 
soldiers killed.at the weekend 
in the Temote village of Ma- 
punduma. ■ 

Jakarta-based diplomats said 
there was no apparent link be- ' 
tween Monday’s shootings . and 
the rioting iy local tribespeople 


last month in the mining town 
of Timika; activists said the ri- 
oting underlined resentment 
towards settlers from other 
parts of Indonesia who, at- 
tracted by the mine, came to live 
in the town. 

Timika and the surrounding 
area, overlooked by jagged 
peaks and surrounded by jun- 
gle, was tense but calm after the 
attack which tofik place at 
around dawn. 

One Timika resident said: “A 
sokfier at the airport got mad 


after learning that one of the 
two dead soldiers had been his 
friend.' He then fired his gun 
into the people standing there.” 

Mapunduma, where villagers 
live in primitive conditions 100 
miles from Timika, was the 
scene of the kidnapping 
on 8 January of 26 Indonesians 
and Europeans by separatist 
rebels. 

Eleven of the captives, in- 
cluding four Britons and two 
Dutch nationals, are still being 
held in the dense jungle. 
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Jack NicWaus: Company was 
to have designed the course 

Zoo tells 
a tall 
story to 
US peace 
force 

Budapest (Reuter) — The 
American contingent of the 
Nato peace implementation 
force for Bosnia (I-For) based 
in Hungary has been asked by 
Budapest Zoo to fly three gi- 
raffes from Frankfurt. 

The Hungarian entrepreneur 
Gabor Varszegi bought the 
three Zambian giraffes last No- 
vember as a present for the zoo. 
Due to veterinary regulations, 
the animals can only be brought 
into the country by air, and the 
only civilian aircraft large 
enough to take the three-metre 
tall animals is the Boeing 747. 

A flight could easily be 
arranged from the Zambian 
capital Lusaka to Frankfurt but 
there are no regular jumbo jet 
flights from Frankfurt to Bu- 
dapest, zoo director Miklos 
Persanyi said. However, there 
are regular US mQitaiy trans- 
port flights to the Taszar base 
m southern Hungary using air- 
craft large enough to accom- 
modate the young giraffes. 

Mr Persanyi said his zoo bad- 
ly needed the animals as its only 
giraffe was 20 years old, well 
past the .usual lifespan. 

“We asked for US military 
transportation as a last resort, 
after months of fruitless ef- 
fort,” he said yesterday. 
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William K. Everson 


William K. Everson was a film 
historian of the first rank, a pop- 
ularist, rather than an academ- 
ic, responsible for many books, 
hundreds of articles and thou- 
sands of programme notes - but 
above all, he loved teaching. 

He was a brilliant teacher. I 
have often sat in on his lectures 
and wished that I could recall 
exactly what he said and how he 
said it Yet this was not his most 
sig n i fi cant achievement. 

He was also the world’s 
greatest film collector. Unlike 
so many of the breed, he was not 
secretive; he was extraordinar- 
ily generous. And generosity 
sums up the man's character; if 
he recognised in you some en- 
thusiasm for films, he would give 
whatever you needed, whether 
it be his time, his knowledge of 
the films themselves. 

When I first went to New 
York, in 1964, to research ray 
book The Parade’s Gone By . . .. 
1 knew hardly anybody in the 
city apart from Everson. He was 
as busy as he always was, and 
should have told me to return 
when he had some free time. In- 
stead. he invited me at midnight 
and stayed up, showing me 
unique copies of silent films, un- 
til the early hours. This went on 
for three weeks. He also gave 
me introductions to stars and 
directors I wanted to meet - 
thanks to him, I met Lillian 
Gish. He answered all my ques- 
tions, and by so doing gave me a 
groundwork in early cinema I 
could have got from no one else. 

Everson had an extraordinary 
ability to convey enthusiasm. He 
was a gifted writer, and his pro- 
gramme notes were so vivid they 
made you long to see the film. 
Yet if yon couldn't get to the 
show, he made you feel so fa- 
miliar with the style and at- 
raostphere of the film you could 
have passed an exam on the sub- 
ject- J remember his description 
of Maurice Toumcr’s 1922 Lar- 
ne Doone\ it was so poetic and 
so thrilling I instantly invested 
in a copy of the film. 

It was not as poetic as Ever- 
son. alas, but it sparked a love 
affair with Tourneur, which was 


eventually requited when 1 dis- 
covered the glories of Ids ear- 
lier films. Many of these were 
shown to me by Everson him- 
self, and he introduced me to a 
collector who had been a cam- 
eraman in the silent era. Don 
Malk&mes had installed a cam- 
era in his home capable of 
showing obscure gauges like 
28 tnm - and one stunningly tint- 
ed 28mm print was the 
Tourneur production of Trilby 
(1915). Later, when a 16mm 
dupe was struck from it, Ever- 
son sent me one, downplaying 
his generosity by pretending it 
was “surplus to requirements". 

Bill Everson was born in 
England. His name was Keith 
William Everson, but he loved 
the work of American director 
William K. Howard and 
switched his name to match. He 
was taken to the cinema when 
be was about a year old - to see 
A1 Jo Ison in The Singing Fool 
( 1 92S), ironically - but he could 
not be expected to remember 
the event. The first film he was 
conscious of seeing was what he 
called “a perfectly dreadful 
British film called The Maid of 




the Mountains (1932), an op- 
eretta. From that point on, he 



eretta. From that point on, he 
had a distinct recollection of 
what he saw, because going to 
the cinema during the Depres- 
sion was very much of an event 

Zt wasn't until he saw John 
Ford's The Whole Town !r Talk- 
ing (1933) that he became con- 
scious of dialogue. “From that 
point on I was really hooked." 

Everson had been collecting 
film magazines even before he 
could read them - in fact be 
learned to read by picking his 
way through the articles on his 
favourite players. He was top 
boy at school, until he won a 
scholarship to Isleworth Coun- 
try School - a school which took 
only scholarship boys, “And of 
course h was during the war and 
the classes Hiked -English and 
history - were always being 
cancelled because of bombing 
raids and the classes I hated - 
geography and physics - were 
never interrupted." 

He used to subscribe to trade 


papers, and in one he saw an ad 
for a company in Wardour 
Street which wanted a publici- 
ty man. “I didn't think there was 
any chance of my getting the job 
- 1 was 13, going on 14 - but I 
felt it would be gpod experience 
just to go up to London to see 
what it was all about” He knew 
that if they asked him questions 
about films he could answer - 
and he got the job. “They re- 
alised they could pay' me 
peanuts He gloried in the ex- 
perience, even though he made 
a lot of mistakes, ana he worked 
happily until the army caught up 
with him in 1947. He was post- 
ed to Germany - another boon, 
because he had just read 
Siegfried Kracauer’s book on 
German film history. “Censor- 


ship then was very strong and 
anything with violence was tak- 
en out so they were reissuing a 
lot of the quieter German films 
from the 1930s, and German 
versions of American films like 
The Big Trail (1930), which I 
never thought I’d see, so it was 
a great education.” 

When he was demobbed, his 
two closest friends, Alex and 
Richard Gordon, had emigrat- 
ed to the United States. Feel- 
ing there was no hope of 
advancement in the England of 
the austerity years, he decided 


to join them. After a period as 
relief manager for a chain of 


relief manager for a chain of 
news theatres (the Mon- 
seigneurs), he left for New 
York- where he quickly found 
a job with Monogram (la ter Al- 


lied Artists). He was delighted 
to discover that movie compa- 
nies were transferring thou- 
sands of their old films to 16mm 
for the television market, and 
bootleg prints could be ac- 
quired by collectors. This was a 
risky business - and in later 
years downright dangerous - but 
several companies had good 
reason to be grateful- For Bill 
Everson rescued prints of titles 
which they had destroyed. 

In die post-war period, the 
only people who retained any 
respect for silent films were el- 
derly fans. The new generation 
regarded them as hilarious - 
and a TV producer called Paul 
Killiam marketed a series called 
Movie Museum, which showed 
old films with a jokey narration. 


He employed Bill Everson as 
adviser, and Everson gently but 
firmly taught him the error of 
his ways. He had acquired a 
great respect for the suent era 
(as he acquired more and more 
silent films), and soon Killiam, 
having moderated his tone, be- 
came the pioneer of the serious 
presentation of silent films on 
television. 

Everson started the Theo- 
dore Huff Film Society with 
friends Huff, Seymour Stem 
and Herman Weinberg. When 
Huff died, he added the word 
"Memorial” - but by then he 
was miming it on his own. It was 
a society that showed the rarest 
films - often in a double bill with 
a recognised classic. Everson’s 
programme notes became 



Jane Wyndham-Kaye 



Wolf: 'I have a feeling I’ve listened to mote talk In my Ufa than any other single person’ 


Dan Wolf 


Dan Wolf was one of the three 
founders of New York’s Village 
Voice newspaper, and for many 
years its editor. 

Set up in 1935, to rally against 
the existing press and to provide 
a voice for the young and rad- 
ical for whom there was no 
means of expression, the 
paper came to reflect the cul- 
tural changes and political dis- 
content that simmered beneath 
the Co mmunis t witch-hunts of 
the time, providing a seed-bed 
for young writers and extending 
an influence far beyond the bor- 
ders of Greenwich Village. 

In 1962 Wolf said that the lt/- 
lage Voice was created “when the 
vulgarities of McCarthyism had 
withered the possibilities of a 
true dialogue between people. 
The best minds in America - 
radical and conservative - were 
repeating themselves.” 

Often editorially chaotic the 
paper came to support the civ- 
il rights and feminist move- 
ments, to oppose the war in 
Vietnam and to publish a blend 
of advocacy and personal jour- 
nalism that could swing be- 
tween articles on .the Black 
Panthers or gay rights to erot- 
ic Christmas ornaments and 
psychedelic shopping centres. 


Daniel Wolf was bora on 
the Upper West Side of Man- 
hattan and as a young man as- 
pired to write novels, but during 
the Second World War he was 
drafted into the Army where he 
served in aerial intelligence in 
the Far East After the war he 
studied psychology, and earned 
money writing articles on phi- 
losophy for the Columbia En- 
cyclopedia and working for the 
TUrkisb embassy before estab- 
lishing the Village Voice. His co- 
founders were Edwin Fancher, 
a psychologist he had met while 
registering at the New School 
for Sodal Research in 1946, and 
Norman Mailer. 

Wolf was an attentive editor 
who encouraged young writers 
including, of coarse, Mailer. 
Many believed his talent lay in 
editing people, not copy and he 
was known as a good listener. '1 
have a feeling Fve listened to 
more talk in my life than any oth- 
er single person,” he once said. 

__ By the late Sixties the Village 
Voice could claim around 
150,000 readers and had be- 
come renowned for its unusu- 
al advertisements; “Veteran of 
three lunatic asylums wants to 
explore possibility of book with 
qualified writer, read one. 


Wolf sold his interest in the 
paper in 1970 for $3m and re- 
tired to enjoy the benefits of 
affluence. In 1977 he became an 
adviser-at-large to Mayor Ed- 
ward Koch whom had sup- 
ported in his election campaigns 
through editorials in the Voice 
and with whom he shared a 
common dislike of the existing 


e sal organisation in New 
“I suppose that my role 
is to encourage him to be him- 
self,” Wolf said describing his 
role as a taskmaster who eased 
the Mayor through heated de- 
cision-making difficulties. “He 
knows that I am not there to 
gain points.” 

In later years Wolf remained 
Koch’s editor and confidant 
after he left office." I’m the 
only person in America 1 know 
who has his own editor and 


probably the best editor they 
have ever had on a newspaper," 
Koch once remarked. 


Edward Helmore 


Daniel Wolf, journalist: bom 
New York 25 May 1915; co- 

\ Z9J5-70 ; married 
Lazare ( one son and one 
daughter); died New York 11 
April 1996. 


For more than 20 years, Jane 
Wyndham-Kaye was the high- 
ly effective voice of the profes- 
sional association for health 
visitors and an influential trade 
unionist 

Her appointment first as As- 
sistant General Secretary to 
the Women Public Health 
Officers’ Association in 1958, 
and then six years later to the 
top job of General Secretary at 
the Health Visitors' Association 
(as it had become) could hard- 
ly have been predicted from her 
early career. 

Bora in Hertfordshire in 
1921. Jane Wyndham-Kaye left 
school to study the dramatic 
arts. The Second World War in- 
tervened and she joined 'the 
Auxiliary Territorial Service, 
rising to the rank of junior 
commander. After the war, she 
ran a nursery and served as the 
only woman member of Hemel 
Hempstead Borough Council, 
and later as constituency agent. 
Those who knew her only 
later in her Health Visitors' 
Association persona were kept 
guessing as to which party she 
had supported then or subse- 
quently. The job of General 
Secretary demanded, and got, 
a completely neutral party po- 
litical stance from its occupant. 

In her thirties Jane 
Wyndham-Kaye studied law in 
her spare time, and was trailed 
to the Bar in 1958. She never 
practised, however. Within 
weeks she had responded to a 
Health Visitors' Association 
job advertisement. Twenty-one 
years later, in an interview for 
the Nursing Mirror, she recalled 
that her fate was sealed the 
minute she arrived for the se- 
lection panel; somehow, she 
knew that this was the work she 
was meant to do. She soon 
learned that the body she had 
joined was no ordinary little so- 
ciety of felt-hatted do-gooders. 
Founded in 1896 by a group of 
women sanitary inspectors, it 
became a trade union in 1918 
and joined the Trades Union 
Congress in 1924, a unique po- 
sition for a professional nursing 
organisation. 


On entering office as General 
Secretary in 1964, Jane 
Wyndham-Kaye became, under 
Association rules, the sole non- 
health visitor member and, in- 
deed, the only general secretary 
in recent times not to hold the 
professional qualification. This 
was, in the light of her sharp 
mind, legal training and politi- 
cal experience, hardly a hand- 
icap and possibly an advantage. 
What is certain is that, during 
her administration, the duality 
of professional and trade union 
roles flourished, the interests of 
each advancing substantially 
under heT skilled and steady 
hand. 

On both fronts, Wyndham- 
Kaye insisted upon the appli- 
cation of clear thinking, 
reasoned argument and avoid- 
ance of dogma; knowing and 
playing by the “rules of the 
game”, and acknowledging 
always the political realities. 
This won her immense respect 
from nursing and midwifery 
leaders and her trades union 
colleagues, who could only ad- 
mire her negotiating skills as, 
year after year in the Nurses and 
Midwives Whitley Council, she 
maintained health visiting's po- 
sition at the top of the pay scale. 
Dame Catherine Hall, a former 
head of the RqyaJ College of 
Nursing described her as a 
"doughty fighter for her mem- 
bers”, but also as someone who 
could take an informed and in- 
telligent independent position 
in resolving conflict between the 
different sectional interests. 

Within the trade union move- 
ment, as member of the TUC 
Health Services and Local Gov- 
ernment committees, and val- 
ued colleague and friend of 
many union leaders, her wise 
counsel was sought in and out- 
side committee. Her ability and 
independence meant that she 
understood and was trusted by 
both the professional organi- 
sations and the unions. During 
the dispute affecting the public 
and health services in 1979 and 
1982, she played a significant, 
although informal, advisory and 
mediatory role. 
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The world’s greatest film coOector: Everson looks at a strip from a unique copy of a 1B12 Vttagraph film, 1979 Photograph: Kevin Brownlow 


world-famous (and let vs hope 
that some enterprising P“ b 
Usher will bring them out). 

In 1959, MGhTs 
received rave reviews and Ever- 
son felt that they ««« not de- 
served - so he showed the *925 
^sion at the Huff. Ri^I col- 
lector Raymond Rohauer, 
experiencing a Kttle trouble 
himself over a lawsuit from 
MGM, told die FBI what 
Everson was doing and they 

confronted him after the per- 

fonnance. They seized the prm, 

and Everson spent the next 
few days squirrelling other hot 
titles around New York. Lillian 

Gish had to intervene on his De- 
half. In the 1970s, the FBI in- 
stituted a “witch hunt” among 
film collectors, but by t« en 
Everson was too highly re- 
spected to be touched. 

Archives came to depend on 
him - he would not only 1°®° 
rare prints for copying or show- 
ing, but he would travel the 
■world presenting the films he 
loved. I was astounded to meet 
him at an airport weighed down 
by three times as many cans of 
films as any human could be ex- 
pected to carry. 

He had the uncanny knack of 
finding lost films. It would be no 
exaggeration to say that single- 
handedly, he transformed the 
attitude of American film en- 
thusiasts towards early cine- 
ma- He was scornful of archives 
who let his favourite films rot 
-but it was curious hcrw he al- 
ways managed to sneak a beau- 
tiful 16mm print before its 
negative finally disappeared. 
His name appeared on scores 
of documentaries about cinema 
history (particularly those by 
David Gill and myself) because 
his advice was as essential as ac- 
cess to his collection. His books 
ranged from picturebooks like 
The Films of Laurel and Hardy 
(1967) to the amazingly detailed 
American Silent Film 11978). 

And now it can be told. 
There is one book which has 
been consistently available for 
more than 30 years - Classics of 
the Silent Screen (1959) by Joe 
Franklin, the New York talk- 


show hart. the COVWB3 


E No one else «r wrote 

quite like that. xr- 

4 He was a lucky man- He 


spent bis uie uuui* ... 


people transtonn " 
others? Ifhisgeneroatyv^, 
sorely missed,- at least he hg 
Judean indeHiMD** 
cultural history of 

Hehad.b«nmagreat^ 
ofpainwiLhins cancer-bnthe 

w^amie stoic and be . . 

to teach two classes a weekngW 
up to the end of March. There 
be no funeral, but a memo- 
rial service wfll be held at New, 
York University. ir 

I shall think of William K. 
Everson fondly as the young 
man who went without food to 
afford $90 for a print oL4rePar- 
emsPmpU?- 

with Betty Bronson. He fell m 
love with the screen image of 
Miss Bronson, tracked her 
down to her home in Pasadena 

and a firm friendship developed. 

He brought her to the Museum 
of Modem Art to introduce her 
classic Peter Pan (1924). She de- 
cided she would like to act 

again -so Everson, through his 

contacts at Allied Artists, se- 
cured her a good supporting 
role in Sam Fuller’s The Naked 
Kiss (1965) and this led to fur- 
ther work with Frank Capra, 
Disney and even a long-running 


television soap opera. 

There are hundreds of oth- 
er acts of kindness we will nev- 
er know about. But the name of ; 
william Everson is now better ; 
known to film history than the; 
director who inspired him to 
change it 

Kevin Brownlow 


William Keith Everson, film 
historian, Jilm collector, film 
teacher: bom Yeovil Somerset 8 
April 1929; married twice (one 
sort, one daughter); died New 
York City 14 April 1996. 


As part of her mission to rep- 
resent the profession, Jane 
Wyndham-Kaye lectured and 
travelled all over Britain to 
speak at Association meetings, 
where her presence would guar- 
antee standing room only. 
Through example and by in- 
struction, generations of health 
visitors and school nurses 
learned how to promote their 
professional, trades union and 
clients' interests in the corridors 
of power. The lesson was put to 
historic effect in the Associa 
lion’s successful lobby of Far 
liament in 1978, when the 
Nurses, Midwives and Health 
Visitors Bill was amended to se- 
cure health visiting's continued 
separate identity as a profesaon. 

After retirement, Wyndham- 
Kaye continued to serve the 
health service with distinction, 
firs on North West Thames Re- 
gional Health Authority, and 
then as Chairman of South 
West Hertfordshire Health Au- 
thority 1986-90. Once again, her 
professionalism as e ftgjpnanj an 
insistence that issues were de- 
bated on their merits and not on 
party lines, and consummate wit 
and charm, guided the health 
authority adroitly through some 
politically tricky waters. 

Jane Wyndham-Kaye drew a 
clear line between her public 
and personal lives. However, 
those who knew her well were 
witnesess not only to the forti- 
tude with which she bore the 
tragic loss of her son but also, 
more felicitously, to a warmth 
and generosity of spirit which in- 
spired immense personal loyally 
and admiration. 


Shirley Goodwin 


■ — ■y^ j fc .aa 

Jane Wyndham-Kaye, bamSh mtg. 
bom Hemel Hempstead 1922) 
Assistant General Secretary, 
Health Visitors' Association 
1958-64; General Secretary. 
Health Visitors ' Association 
1964-84; 0BE 1980, Member, 
NW Thames Regional Health 
Authority 19S2-86; Chairman, 
SW Hertfordshire Health Au- 
thority 1986-90; married (one son 
deceased; marriage dissolved): i 
died Oxford 5 April 1996. 1 



WynAiam-Kaye: ‘doughty fighter for her members' 
Photograph: Ram Isherwood / Format 


BIRTHS 


HUTCHINCS MICHALOPOULOS: 
On 6 April, ic Saptlia and Nika, a sec- 
ond son. Hector Nikobos James. 


DEATHS 

TURNER: Nonna (formerly Himer- 
SamucK m* Vcrstone}, died peace- 
fully on Saturday 13 April 1996, aged 
79. Lifelong journalist and peace 
activist, and dedicated volunteer with 
the London Lighthouse. Will be 
sadly missed by her loving family and 
many friends around the world. 
Service to be held at the London 
Lighthouse. Friday 19 April at 
2j0pm- Flowers or donations to 
London Lighthouse, Wil / Marie 
Curie Centre for Cancer Relief. 

WEST: Aubrey, on Saturday 13 April, 
peacefully at home, beloved 
husband of ChkVj and Gather of 
Julian. Service at 1 1.45am, Wednes- 
day 17 April at Golden Green Cre- 
matorium (East Chapel). No Bowers 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


please, but donations ID crisis for the 
Homeless. 7 Whitechapel Road, Lon- 
don El LDU. 


Announcements tbr Gazette MKfHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 

Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services, Wedding anniversaries, In 
Memoriam) should be sent in writing 
to (be Gazette EdttwThe Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf; Lon- 
don E14 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (answering machine 8171-293 
20121 or faxed to 0171-293 2010, and 

arc charg ed at a line (VAT cxtraL 

OTHER Gazette announcements (no- 
tices, functions. Forthcoming mar- 
riages, Marriages) must be submitted 
in writing (or faxed) and me charged 
at £10 a line, VAT extra. Thcj Should 
be accompanied by a daytime telephone 
number. ThcfwhjwndoU’S main switch- 
board number is 0171-293-2090. 


Birthdays 

Queen Margrethe of Denmark, 56; 
Lord Aberconway. former presi- 
dent, John Brown & Co, S3; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Peter Austin, 75; Miss 
Joan Bakewall broadcaster, 63; Lord 
Camcrys, deputy chairman, Barclays 
deZoeteWedd. 56; Sir John Harvey- 
Jones, fanner chairman, ICE. 71 Mr 
Vince H31, singer, 64; Mr Michael 
Hirst, former chief constable, Leices- 
tershire, 58; Sir Geoffrey Johnson 
Smith MP, 72; Mr Richard 
Kershaw, broadcaster, 62; Miss Ruth 
Madoc, actress, 53; Mr Peter 
Marshall, chairman, Ocean Group, 
69; Mr Spike Milligan , comedian and 
writer, 78; Mr Jimmy Osmond, 
singer, 33; Sir Geoffrey Owen, for- 
mer editor. Financial Times, 62: Mr 
Frank Page, journalist and broad- 
caster, 66; Mr David Barter MP, 48; 
Mr Gerry Rafferty, singer and song- 
writer, 49; Mr James Ram. Judge Ad- 
vocate General of the Army and 


RAF, 60; Sir John Robson, former 
ambassador to Norway, 66; Miss 
Gabriella Sabatini, tennis player, 
26; Miss Constance Shaddock, op- 
eratic singer, 83; Mr Llewellyn Smith 
MP, 52; Miss Dusty Springfield, 
singer, 56; Dr William Steam, con- 
sultant botanist, 85; Mr Leo linde- 
mans, statesman, 74; Professor 
Barbara Tizard, educationist, 70; Sir 
Peter Ustinov, actor and writer. 75. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Frans van Miens the Elder, 
painter, 1635; Sir Hans Sloan c, physi- 
cian and naturalist, 1660; Charles 
Montagu, first Earl of Halifax, politi- 
cian, poet and founder of the Bank 
of England, 1661; John Hadley, 
mathematician and inventor of the 
first reflecting telescope, 1682; 
Marie-Anne Elisabeth Vigee-Le- 
brun, painter, 1755; Ford Madox 
Brown, painter, 1821; Anatole 
France (Jacques-Anatote Francois 


Thibault), novelist, 1844; Wilbur 
Wright, aviation pioneer, 1867; John 
MDfinglon Synge, poet and play- 
wright, 1871; Sir Charles Spencer 
Chaplin, comedian, 18S9; Henry 
(Enrico) Mandni, composer, 1924. 
Deaths: Marcus Salvias Odx>, Roman 
emperor, committed suicide. 69; 
Aphxa Belrn, playwright and novel- 
ist, 1689; Francisco Josfi de Goya y 
Lurientes, painter, 1828; Marie 
(Gresholtz) Hissaud, founder of 
Madame Tbssaud's waxworks, 1850. 
On this day: Martin Luther arrived 
at the Diet of Worms, 1521; Charles 
Edward Stuart, the Young Pretender, 
was derisively defeated at Culloden 
by the Duke of Cumberland, 1746; 
the island of Malta was awarded the 
George Cross by King George VI, 
1942; the Organisation for European 
Economic Co-operation (EEC) was 
set up, 1948. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Bernadette. St Con tar do, St 
Drogo or Druoa St Eacratfe, St Fruc- 
tuosos Braga, St Joseph Benedict 


Labre, St Magnus of Orkney, St Op- 
tatus and the Martyrs of Saragossa, 
St ftiernus or Pair of Avranches and 
St Tkribhis of Astorga. 


Cartfay, “William Morris: designing 
Utopia”. 7.45pm. 


Royal Over-Seas League 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Stella Gambling, 
“April Showers (ii): Turner, Rain, 
Steam and Speed ”, lpm. 

British Mnseom: George Hart, 
"Sakkara: the step pyramid of Djos- 
er", 1.15pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Imo- 
gen Stewart, “Early 17th-century 
Embroidered Dress”, 230pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Toba 
Mann, “The Bluestockings: 18 th- 
cca tuiy intellectual women", 1.10pm. 
Stirling University (Logie Lecture 
Theatre): Dr David Quarmby, “Uses 
and Abuses of Mathematical Mod- 
elling in Retailing”, tL30pm. 
Highgsle Literary and Scientific In- 
stitution, London N6: Fiona Mac- 


Over-Seas League's Discussion Cir- 
cle held yesterday eve ning at Over- 
Sens House, London SW1. His 
subject was "The History and Role 
of the Gty Liveiy Companies”. 


Schools 

King’s School, Canterbury 
The Summer Term begins today at 
the King’s School, Canterbury, 
Mozart’s Requiem wfl] be performed 
m the Cathedral on Saturday 11 May. 
King’s Week will run from 27 June 
to 3 July. Speech Day is Thuraday 4 
July when the Anniversary Preach- 
er will be Dr Stephen Winkley, 
Headmaster of Uppingham School. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Princess Royal attends a Silver Jubilee 
reception for the C omj a ou weahh Magis- 
trates’ and Judges' Association at Mari- 
boron gb House, London SW1, for 
defc^uesatteiK&gaBTinposnmatfieLtai- 
wway of Hertidcdsfalrc. Princess Margaret 
vans John Siorcr House, a Votmnaiy Afi- 
lioii Centre administered t? Cbunwuod 
Community Council, in Loughborcmgh, 
“““•“Shire; and as fenon, attends aper- 
“nuance by the Scottish Ballet at the New 
TbratitHufl. IT* Duke afOoreesta; Pto- 
stem. Cancer Research Campaign, 
iSSL?* ^ EshMtion .of 

r*™ by Ion Van Goyen at the Richard 
Giccn i Galkjy, London WJ; and as Res- 
wcut. Brush (Consultants Bnmio, anemfc 
a dimer at Break's, London SWLPrtocess . 
Ahmriajpauoa. the Princess Alexandra 
Hospi talNHS^iw. opens ibe Phase I Ex- 
tenaem ttf the Princess Afeandra fcfaspi- 
! tsL Harlow, Essex. 


■ :> - - — 

sjH&q. 11 \j- Tn 


Changing of the Guard 
The HwsdaidCavatty Mounted Reanneai 
mounts the Queen’s Life Gtaidu Horse 
Gowda, 11 am: la Bat talk* WteWtGuanh 
mourns ibc Queen's Grant, at Buckmcliam 
1 1.30am, band provided by the Irish 
Guardi. 


Va* for ail 

SSil* man 
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Imran vs Benazir 

Sunday's bomb attack on his Lahore hospital could propel the cricketing playboy, cum 
Muslim visionary, into the ferocious world of Pakistani politics, says Tim McGirk 




~c 



mran Khan is counting the cost of har- 
bouring political ambitions; the sums 
are mounting rapidly. Over the week- 
end a bomb tore through his Lahore 

cancer hospital, killing six people 
and seriously wounding another 
20. Khan’s transformation bom 
cricket star and thinking 
woman's crumpet into social 
reformer and political 
visionary was all going ter- 
ribly smoothly until some- 
one derided to make 
him a bomb target. 

As founder of the 
Shaukat Memorial 
This! Hospital in 
Lahore, Mr Khan 
had planned to 
give a wealthy 
Pakistani busi- 
nessman - and 
possible donor - a 
tour of his hospital 
at about noon on 
Sunday. At the last 
minute, though, the 
meeting was called off. 
Imran stayed home. The 
1 lib device, hidden under 
a sofa in the waiting halj, 
exploded at 12:23 pm, just as 
Pakistan's most popular 
hero and his guest would 
have been making the 
rounds. 

Mr Khan had spent years 
scraping together donations to 
build a charitable hospital in 
memory of his mother, who 
' died of cancer. It was reckoned 
to be the finest medical facility 
of its kind in Pakistan. Most of 
the patients were poor, and they 
received free cancer treatment. 
But it was more than a hospital. It 
was also a symbol of his moral 
renewal as a Muslim, his ambitions as 
a reformer, an implicit criticism of the 
corruption of Pakistan's ruling elite and 
possibly the launch pad for his bid to 
unseat prime minis ter Benazir Bhutto. 

,, She for her part -is worried that the bomb 
' may simply add to Imran’s lustre by making 
him more of a hero and a martyr in the eyes of 
the people. 

When he was telephoned with news of the 


blast, Mr Khan raced out to the hospital, on 
the edge of Lahore, and began helping to move 
the injured into ambulances, which rushed 
them to hospitals equipped for casualties. 
Imran has cultivated an image of cool calm- 
ness, indicative of an inner centre dn ess. Wit- 
nesses say he was “stunned and angry” as he 
wandered through the charred remains of his 
dream. The pow- 


erful bomb had 
destroyed the 
chemotherapy 
ward, the outpa- 
tient department 
and parts of the 
canteen, causing 
millions of pounds 
in damages. 

-It's the work of 
a savage or an ani- 
mal, because no 
human being can 
do such a thing toa 
hospital," said Mr 
Khan bitterly. Who 
planted the bomb? 
The cricket star 
had no doubt: the 
motive was politi- 
cal. The bluntly 
spoken Mr Khan 
accuses both the 
government of 
Benazir Bhutto and 
the opposition 
leader, Nawaz 
Sharif, of incompe- 
tence and corrup- 
tion. “These people 


Imran in his own words 


i thought the campaign against me 
in the British press about ball- 
tampering was bad, but it was 
nothing compared to this onslaught’ 
On politics in Pakistan, April 1995 
This assumption that I want to be 
Prime Minister is complete 
nonsense. I don’t want to get mixed 
up with politics’ 


his convert Muslim wife, Jemima - daughter of 
the British millionaire Sir James Goldsmith - 
were in London last week. But while Jemima was 
lunching with Princess Diana, Mr Khan was in 
Southall gathering funds for his hospital and can- 
vassing for his anti -corruption drive. 

Ms Bhutto is rattled. She has banned all fund- 
raising advertisements for his hospital on the 
state-run Pakistan 
television. Her offi- 
cials smear Mr 
Khan and bis hos- 
pital whenever 
they can, insinuat- 
ing that he and his 
relatives are 
embezzling dona- 
tions. 

Although both 
arc offspring of the 
feudal aristocracy 

and attended 
Oxford University 
in the early 1970s, 
the cricket star is 
widely regarded as 

February 1995 a class turncoat. 

He tries to portray 


‘Right now, Pakistanis are looking for 
a saviour. Just because I’ve built a 
hospital and led Pakistan to a World 
Cup win, they think I’m the one. it 
shows how desperate people are’ 


himself as a cham- 
pion of poor, 
devout Muslims 
and a foe of the 
western-educated 
“Brown Sahib" cul- 
ture to which Ms 
a -i ■* r\r\rr Bhutto and most 

Apnl 1995 of the country's 
political elite 

. . belong, 

who feel threat- they have devoured the wealth of this ^ contest 
ened by me, the __ . . , , between the two is 

nation and are thirsting for more’ ferocious. Told of 

May 1995 the bomb « m 


Politicians are corrupt to the core. 




V- 


5 ■ : 


Imran Khan: a llfe 






Handsome 6ft2 Oxford undergraduate made test debut aged just 18 (±S71)r 
Khan ,teavBs KeWe Co)lege:iri 1975 as. a blue,, andrwftha trirdKaass tfegnee.-. , ; . .*-■ 
Crictotfrig descendant ofproud Parttd warrior race hte wocnetfs hearts for ' • 
six andbOwts maidens pweriAs captain, of th& PaftstanteabL Khan became a; . } V 
; favourite Britishi^up. He seemed amptyto fulfil therofe of tall dark strahg§h be - 
mixed in the “right aretes" and rnasterfcifly (aome would say DassHy) cbm^^ . 
,his team: to victory onthe field: . ' ■' -f ■ . : .-j ■' 

Fast-bowler Casanova: Khan was a re&dar in London^ nightclubs and ^osrfp . 
pages during the 1980s. He was “(Inter with Stephanie- Beatham, GoWterHawn, 
Lady .Liza Campbell, Caroline Krilett, Sarah Giles and Susannah/Constemtne.' 

• Merriags was sometimes rumoured. His cricket improved all the jwhile. - •* V 
Imran's 50-1 minnows humiliate England: Khan led undented fteWstan to - 
triumph over Engand in the Cricket World Cup Final in Melbourne CL992L He 
retired having played 88 Tests. - . . ./ • . ; . . v 

Playboy of Eastern World swaps cricket whites for Paldst»diiatloiia| driuis: 
After retiring from cricket In 1992. Khan’s Image underwent a transforhteboh as he 
began to entrdse Western culture. Corjimentatore stggastBd he h^ pdflfcS mctfvra 
as he towed the county and raffled Ws Mercedes to helpp^tfor-a caUcer- bospftaL - 
• •' '.'y-l Sen Summers 


bombing was a 
clear message from 
them. I have been 
receiving verbal 
threats from some 
political quarters 
that I should desist 
from my plans." be 
explained angrily. 

Those warnings 
have been coming 
thick and fast. 

While Benazir has 
been publicly 
polite, her support- 
ers have relished 
rubbishing Imran's 

political credentials and ambitions. Salman 
Thseer, a member of Benazir's Pakistan People's 
Party, gave this assessment of Imran’s prospects: 
“He does not understand the realities of poli- 
tics. Politics in Pakistan is a nasty, slow, dan- 
gerous grind. I have been tojaD 14 times; he has 
never seen the back end of a jail. If he could teU 
me the GDP of Pakistan I would jump through 
the window." 

Bhutto's “sports adviser" and Khan's former 
Pakistan team-mate Sarfraz Nawaz said last yean 
“He’s a cheater - that has been established. He 
calls himself a devout Muslim - if he is, he should 
be stoned to death for adultery. Imran has always 
been a money-minded person. He is cunning and 
selfish." 

Imran is expected to launch a third political 
party later this week to challenge Ms Bhutto's 
PPP and Mr ShariFs Pakistan Muslim League. 
Fed up with the pervasive corruption and the 
vengeful brawling of the two main parties, 
many Pakistanis are desperate enough to turn 
to a cricket star as their only hope. Both he and 


Bhutto broke off a 
visit to the frontier 
dtyofPedtaworand 
flew to Lahore to 
view the damage 
and offer condo- 


‘I don’t believe in a parliamentary 
democracy. Nobody can speak the 
truth in a party-based system’ 

January 1995 lences. As Najan 

‘It may reach a stage where there 
are two options - get a green card sud: “The iaa thing 
and emigrate or stay here and fighf to make a martyr 
22 February 1996 

against her." 

Khan refused to tell her. "Her visit was 
meant to get political mileage out of the misery 
of people. It was a media stunt," he fumed. 

Privately. Ms Bhutto's aides allege that the 
cricketer may be an unwitting pawn in a plot by 
“disgruntled agencies" and “militant elements" 
trying to topple her government At the outset, 
he relied on a right-wing Muslim youth organ- 
isation, the Pasban, for organising his hospital 
fund-raising rallies. Mr Khan has also been 
linked to General Hamid Gul, a former chief of 
Pakistani military intelligence with strong pan- 

lslamic views. 

In Lahore, sources close to Ms Bhutto's gov- 
ernment said that the inquiry into the bomb blast 
will focus on associates of Mr Khan's within the 
hospital organisation. This may turn out to be 
nothing more than a sloppy attempt to frame Mr 
Khan’s colleagues in order to make him look like 
a well-meaning but rather thick-headed sports 
star, one who is incapable of running a hospi- 
tal, let alone a country. 

The grand Mogul city of Lahore seethes with 


other conspiracy theories. One theory puts the 
blame on the opposition leader, Mr Sharif, who 
stands to gain from it since many Pakistanis, 
with or without proof, will jump to 
conclusion that Ms Bhutto's henchmen 
were behind the blast. Mr Sharif in 
the past has tried to woo the 
cricket hero aver to his party, 
and be may now try to 
convince Mr Khan that 
only by joining forces 
can they topple Ms 
Bhutto.' When 
Sharif, himself a 
keen but over 
weight cricketer, 
toured the blast 
site, he held Mr 
Khan’s hand 
solicitously as 
they walked 
through the 
smouldering 
debris of the 
chemotherapy 
unh. 

Another the- 
ory places Mr 
Khan in the cen- 
tre of a pk>L by 
Muslim extremists 
(there are many within 
the Pakistani armed forces 
and intelligence) who set off 
the bomb to goad the cricketer 
- undoubtedly the most popular 
figure in Pakistan - into batting 
against Ms Bhutto. Advocates of 
this theory claim that the Muslim 
fundamentalists want to get rid of 
Ms Bhutto for being too pro-west- 
ern, and that Mr Khan is needed to 
give their putsch plans a veneer of 
acceptability. 

Imran Khan has lived a gilded life. 

As captain of Pakistan he led it to a 
famous win in the cricket World Cup 
against all odds. He has great wealth and has 
been the object of desire of bordes of well- 
heeled women. Even his marriage to Jemima 
Goldsmith has played well in Pakistan as fur- 
ther evidence of how he manages to get every- 
thing he wants. The bomb willgive him pause 
to think before plunging into politics proper. 
Yet the blast may mark the moment when he 
steels himself to stand and fight. And if he does 
the contest will be ferocious. 


Benazir Bhutto: a life 

Bonn 21 June, 1953. Found it politically necessary to have an arranged marriage, 
in 1987 she married Asif Zardari. During her pregpWtcies r fundamentalists said she 
should remain at home with her children. But her husband Is her knight in shfning 
armour: In her autobiography, Daughter of the East, she said, Zardari thought of her 
as a iady In distress. He soon discovered that “The lady's not so fragile.” 

Greatest betrayal: the opposition from her mother and brother Mlc. She feels 
this has damaged the political struggle in Pakistan. 

Her husband Asff Zardari Is referred to as Mr Ten Per Cent: He was detained 
for wer two years on charges, since abandoned, ranging from fraud to murder. 
Bhutto's fattier mapped out her Bfe: Zufflkar All Bhutto, who was executed in 
1979, advised her on what to read and how to behave. She conversed at the 
dinner table with guests I foe Hubert Humphrey and Henry Kissinger. 

As president of the Oxford Union 1976 she drove a yellow MGB sports car: 
Bhutto wore Anna Belinda dresses and describes her years at Lady Margaret Hall 
as “the best years of my Rfe." She had a number of British boyfriends. 

Saks on Fifth Avenue has her measurements: As a little gjrt, her clothes were 
bou^rt from the New fork store. Now her jeans have been replaced by traditional 
shalwar-khameez while a dupatta covers her head at all times. 

Raxnola lalwar 
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Sky’s the limit 
at Westminster 

If you notice a sharp drop in the 7 pm 
voting record of your IMP it may be 
because it coincides with the start of 
football coverage on TV. As of yester- 
day, television sets 
throughout West- 
. , minster - including 

•I I those in MPs’ pri- 

vate offices - will 
have Sky News, 
CNN International, 
Sky Sports and Sky 
Sports n to add to 
the routine cover- 
age of Parliamen- 

— tary debates. 

Asked who was paying for the service, 
Star says that it cannot comment on a 
commercial agreement. The service has 
been arranged by the House of Com- 
mons information committee, which 
would suggest that the footie cp vera S*; 
comes courtesy of the taxpayer. It wmUd 
also suggest some embarrassment ror 
MPs who have campaigned against oxy 

-heritage spokesman, led the ca ®P* 1 JJ 1 

day*“Mr Cunningham is for too tWfJj 
-discuss this. His views are a greatdeal 
too complicated for a diary stoiy. 



of Doctors Committee and Helen Eil- 
lon, chairman of the BMA’s Medical 
Students Committee. Unusually the 
press release contains an NB for editors 
in bold type. Is it some feminist horaffy? 
Actually it turns out to be a post-femi- 
nist bomi)y The word chairMAN, it 
stresses, is “the preferred title of each 
of these women”. 


Greater horsepower 


There's nothing better to take your 


mind off losing 40 horses than getting 
a good motor or three. Henry Cecil the 
Newmarket trainer, who saw Sheikh 
Mohammed remove all his horses from 
the Cecil string last autumn, has 
secured a sponsorship deal for his 
yard with Saab, the Swedish car man- 
ufacturer. Stable sponsorship is a fast- 
growing trend, with all that TV expo- 
sure for paddock sheets, staff jackets, 
and sweat rugs (expect to see sweat 
rugs placed on even the coolest horses 
henceforth). 

The deal will be formally announced 
at a champagne breakfast at Newmar- 





Equality for all, as 
long as you’re a MAN 

A press release arrtves 

Medical Association prowotog ^ 

opportmM* i» 

ramit from Career rroB"* 
Hoots Committee emph?m s« ttot 
everyone m the health service shonW 
be personally committed 
which prejudice of any sort 
ceptable^ 3 The ^ 

exhortations to equably 

Shore, chairmanrftbe Career Progress 



ket tomorrow. 

Cecil tells the 
Sporting Life: “I 
have been trying 
for more than a 
year ... to tie up 
with either a 
fashion house or 
a top car firm. 

Natalie, my wife, 
may be having 
the new convertible. I'm also getting one 
of the range for my nanny to drive our 
son Jake around and even getting one 

for my mother-in-law." 

I know the Swedes are family minded. 
But nanny and mother-in-law? They’re 
in danger of giving sponsorship a good 
name. 


Relief in a can 

I have news that will come as a great 
relief to, Fm told, one in five of the pop- 
ulation. Today is officially National 
Constipation Day “It may not be the 
kind of thing people chat to each other 
about," Georgina T mnington, one of the 
organisers, concedes. “We have bad ter- 
rible difficulty getting any celebrities 
involved. No volunteers at all, as yet,” 
So hard to imagine why 
But there is one happy coincidence 
for the organisers to celebrate. Tesco 
have reduced their baked brans to 3p 
a can, 


Projection of 
bad luck 

The publicity launch for the new and last 
Dennis Pbtter television series was held, 
unusually, at the Institute for Contem- 
porary Arts in London, The BBC and 
C hann el 4 both decided not to use the 
Bafta building for superstitious reasons 
as Potter had Med to win recent Bafta 
awards. Superstitions can be unlucky. 
The ICA projector broke down three 
times. 
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Keeping the iron 
curtain drawn 


TS 


o events in two days underline how 

delicately poised East-West relations 

have become. Nato's Secretary-General, 
Javier Solana, has begun a tour of the 
eastern European countries, many of 
which want to join Nato. This is not a for- 
mality; it could have far-reaching politi- 
cal signifiacnce. 

That is because of an event that will 
take place today: the dose for nomina- 
tions for the Russian presidential elections 
in June. As things stand, those elections 
are likely to be won by the Communist 
leader Gennady Zyuganov. The prospect 
of several eastern European states join- 
ing Nato is the kind of development Mr 
Zyuganov will use to inflame the resent- 
ful Rus s ian nationalism that is at the core 
of his appeal A spectre that we might 
have thought had been banished may re- 
emerge: a Europe divided into east and 
west, albeit with (he line slightly to the east 
of the old one, closer to Russia. 

Mr Solana will tell candidates for Nato 
membership that, in spite of Russian 


objections, they have a right to join as sov- 
t the 


ereign states, and that they should even- 
tually do so in the interest of wider Euro- 
pean stability and security. No country - 
including the Baltic States that abut 
directly onto Russia - is ruled out. The 
first wave - Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic - might accede to Nato 
before the end of the century. 

These will be difficult promises to 
keep. There are three, related problems: 
the risk of alienating Russia; the risk of 
a new iron curtain forming; and the 
dilemma of what to do about the coun- 
tries that might lie between an expanded 
Nato and newly isolationist Russia. 

Nato was created as a shield against the 


power of the Soviet Union. Russia will 
regard any Nato expansion eastwards as 
a hostile act. Although it may be in tur- 
moil Russia is still a mighty force. Its 
armed forces may no longer match those 
of Nato, yet it is still a nuclear superpower 
and it has more conventional military 
power than any other state. 

Whatever Nato members feel about 
expansion, Russia will not regard it as 
benign without cast-iron guarantees that 
would reduce Nato's effectiveness as a 
military alliance. It might be possible to 
write in prohibitions oq the movement 
of troops and equipment into east Euro- 
pean countries. But unless it was possi- 
ble to deploy forces into those countries 
if they were threatened or attacked, the 
Nato security guarantee would mean 
nothing. 

So is there an alternative to Nato 
expansion? In a near-perfect world, Euro- 
pean security and stability could be 
equally well served by the more prosper- 
ous east European states joining the 
European Union. Yet a prosperous mem- 
ber of the EU adjacent to a crime-ridden, 
anarchic or autocratic state could hardly 
feel secure without a security guarantee. 
That may be an argument for expanding 
the ElTs role in security. Economic inte- 
gration wfll depend on some form of secu- 
rity guarantee. 

We are moving away from an era 
where two opposed, cohesive structures 
could provide the security structure for 
Europe. In future - to borrow a phrase 
from another European debate - we will 
need a security system based on variable 
geometry of overlapping bi-lateral and 
multi-lateral economic and security 
arrangements. 


Privatising 
tax cuts 


£C/~\nly little people pay tax.” So said 

V-JtheA 


'the American millionairess Leona 
Helmsley, as she defeoded herself, unsuc- 
cessfully, against tax evasion. Add to the 
little people most ordinary employees and 
companies with bad accountants, and 
Leona is probably right. Avoiding tax - 
legal manoeuvring to cut the tax bm - has 
become a British pastime for individuals 
as well as companies. 

When Labour's transport spokeswoman 
Care Short enthused this weekend about 
the possibility of paying more tax herself, 
she not only deviated from the party line, 
she also misjudged the public mood. 
Although the 1980s passion for tax cuts 
may have ebbed, enterprising tax avoid- 
ance is as popular as Delia Smith recipes. 

In the 1990s companies, and increas- 
ingly self-employed individuals, shrug 
their shoulders, grudgingly accept tax 
levels as they are and then do their very 
best ft) find their own way round them, lax 
cutting has been privatised. 

Yet this fashion for tax avoidance has 
serious political consequences. As econ- 
omists and Treasury officials search for an 
explanation for the unexpected shortfall 
in government tax revenue last year, it 
appears that new business strategies for 
avoiding lax may be a major contributor. 
VAT avoidance is certainly growing 
among both big and small companies, per- 
haps because the rate has risen so much 
over the past 17 years. But City analysts 
suspect that companies have increased 
their efforts to avoid tax across the board. 
Although the economy is growing, and 
profits are swelling, companies remain 


desperate to keep costs down. For respon- 
sible company executives, reducing their 
tax liabilities has become just another 
cost- cutting measure. 

As for individuals, the rise of self- 
employment and temporary contracts 
combined with self-assessment means 
that more of them are in charge of their 
tax affairs and looking for ways of min- 
imising what the state takes from them. 

The consequences are troubling: gov- 
ernments find it harder to make future tax 
and spending plans, foe tax burden on the 
little people increases and pre-election tax 
cuts are harder to forecast with certainty. 

So what to do about it? The main prob- 
lem is with highly sophisticated tax avoid- 
ance schemes run by multi-national com- 
panies. Gosiflg loopholes and enforcing 
existing rules will help, but only a bit. It 
is proving increasingly difficult to police 
national frameworks of taxation in a 
world of multi-national companies and 
global capital flows. 

Where companies engage in other 
kinds of immoral behaviour - polluting 
seas or mistreating workers - consumer 
disapproval is a potentially powerful cor- 
rective. But can you seriously imagine the 
British public boycotting a company that 
had avoided tax? 

As long as we accept it is a sign of inge- 
nuity to avoid paying tax, we must also pay 
the price. Only if we come to see paying 
tax as a duty or obligation - as many ordi- 
nary people do - will we make large-scale 
tax avoidance beyond the pale. What is 
needed is not just new rules but a new 
ethic of tax. 



4 Party member speaking without consultation, sirl 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Drug-running is not Gibraltar’s built 


Sir: Your leading article (12 
April) calling for tough action 
a gains t Gibraltar following the 
incident involving the regrettable 
death of a Spanish Civil Guard is 
attacking the wrong target. 
Gibraltar already has tough laws 
against drug-running and money 
laundering, and these are applied 
with full vigour whenever an 
offence is committed within the 
jurisdiction of the Gibraltar 
courts. But often, as in the latest 
case, though Gibraltarians may 
be involved no offence is com- 
mitted within Gibraltar’s juris- 
diction 

The problem is an interna- 
tional one which needs co-oper- 
ation between all the countries in 
the area. Such co-operation is not 
going to be promoted by the vtn- • 
dictive action of the Spanish 
authorities in slapping renewed 
restrictions on traffic; crossing 
the border between Gibraltar 
and Spain - action which is irrel- 
evant to the problem of control- 
ling drug-running between 
Morocco and Spam. 

It is nonsense to maintain that 
the health of the Gibraltar econ- 
omy is intimately connected with 


the activities of smugglers - 
except in the negative sense that 
such activities damage the terri- 
tory's reputation and undermine 
business confidence. By exag- 
gerating these activities you only 
exacerbate that damage. 

William E Ouantrill 
Bradford-on Avon. Wiltshire 
The writer was Deputy Governor of 
Gibraltar, 198S-1990 


Sin There is a way to deal with 
the problem of Gibraltar: Britain 
could swap Gibraltar- for the 
Spanish territories m north 
Africa, Ceuta and Media. Britain 
could then keep one of them as 
a freeport and military base and 
give the other back to Morocco. 
All three countries would 
benefit 

.There is another way to sort, 
out' territorial squabbles. If inch- ; 
viduals want some lamias d they 
can afford it, they buy it Why 

shouldn't count rims Ho the tarns') 


exploitation of the poorer by the 
richer and to ensure proper pro- 
tection for inhabitants of 
exchanged lands, all deals could 
be required to be approved by, 
say, a United Nations tribunal 
Land-hungry' Japan could seek 
to purchase aDor part of Sakhalin 
ana the Kuriles and give the 
economy of the land-rich Russian 
Federation a boost with some 
hard currency. Taiwan could for- 
mally acquire independence from 
mainland China with a cash sum. 
Boers wanting an Afrikaaner 
homeland (after all they have 
been in the Cape since 1615) 
could satisfactorily buy one. if 
Israel relinquished some of its 
occupied territories, it might rea- 
sonably tty to acquire some new 
lands; perhaps from Jordan or 


shouldn’t countries do the same? 
Much of the territory of the 
USA. including Alaska, was 
bought, rather man fought for. 
This way, countries needing land 
could deal with others needing 
cash or resources. Tb prevent 


and national ambi- 
tions copld 'bfr achieved with 
good will and understanding and 
without bloodshed and the 
money changing hands would 
boost the word economy. 

Trevor Lyons 
Senior Lecturer in Law 
Staffordshire University 
Stoke-on-Trent 


Jobs: Labour sets out strategy 


Sin John Philpott’s analysis (9 
April) of the policy options for 
reducing unemployment is bal- 
anced, but too unambitious. He 
claims that “even a controlled 
demand expansion would at best 
hit inflationary pressures at around 
1.75m unemployed (6 per cent of 
the workforce) 4 . But why do he 
and others believe that Naim (the 
non-accelerating inflation rale of 
unemployment) now operates at 
this level? Recent experience sug- 
gests this is too pessimistic. 

It is true that when unem- 
ployment in the last economic 
cycle fell to 1.8m. inflation began 
to mount in 1989-90. But this was 
almost entirely due to a , huge 
credit boom spinning out of con- 
trol following the deregulation of 
financial markets in the early 
1980s. phis the Lawson giveaway, 
budget of-*W8& which IhreWfSr^ 
ther ofl on the fire. . , 

What fa needednow is a return 
to balance to overcome the “pen- 
dulum effect” of past policies, 
from exclusive emphasis on 
demand management in the 
1960-70s to an almost equally 
exclusive concentration on the 
supply side in the 19S0-90s. We 


need a reconciliation of whal 
should be mutually complemen- 
tary policies. The supply ride, 
especially training and labour 
mobility, is very important, but 
cannot by itself deliver the nec- 
essary number of job opportuni- 
ties (when there are today about 
700.000 vacancies, but probably 
around 3 million unemployed). 

Only some limi ted expansion of 
the demand side, in conjunction 
with appropriate supply-side C 
measures, would be capable of 
having sufficient impact an the 
scale of unemployment today. 

In carrying this through. I 
agree with Dr Philpott that our 
priority should be the 750,000 
currently unemployed for more c 
than a year. Whether extra jobs 
are created by higher investment • i 
or tax cots, or where labour 
recruitment subsidies are pro- 
vided for employers, the very 
high level of long-term unem- 
ployment is a disgrace we should 
no longer tolerate. 

. Michael Meacher MP 
(Oldham W, Lab) 

Shadow Employment Secretary 
House of Commons 
London SW1 
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Powers of water regulator 


Sir Your leader ^Byatt gets a sec- 
ond chance" (3 April) shows 
some misunderstanding of the 
powers of regulators. 


You express surprise that reg- 
did t 


ulator did not intervene to redi- 
rect to customers some of the 
cash savings arising from the 
North West/Norweb merger. It fa 
only in relation to mergers 
between water companies that 
lower bills for customers can 
result as a condition for the clear- 
ance of the merger. 

This is due to the provisions in 
the Whler Industry Act Stephen 
Littlechild has no such power 
under the Electricity Act for 
mergers between electricity com- 
panies and neither of us can 
extract up-front savings in the 
case of inter-utility mergers. 


Ofwat has, however, argued 
that companies should share ben- 
efits, especially unexpected ones, 
with customers at an early stage. 
But I have no powers to demand 
this. To do so could damage 
incentives to efficiency. At the 
next Periodic Review I will, how- 
ever, ensure that customers ben- 
efit from any cost savings. 

As you say, the ring-fencing 
provisions will protect customers 
from cross-subsidisation. Other 
licence amendments I have put in 
place will give me the access 
needed to discover exactly what 
cost savings are being made and 
to ensure that customers receive 
their fair share of these. 

ICRByatt 

Ofwat 

Birmingham 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and Include a daytime telephone 
number. (Fas 0171-293 2056; e-mail: letters (S 1 indepen den Leo. ok) 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Ostrich farming is dangerous 


Sir Recent publicity over ostrich 
farming bas highlighted the fact 
that investors cannot afford to 
put their heads in the sand. •*> 

Ostriches are exotic and essen- 
tially wfld birds. They axe not only 
dangerous, requiring licensing 
under the Dangerous Wild Ani- 
mals Act 1976, but are easily 
frightened and potentially diffi- 
cult to handle. They are adapted 
for life wandering the wide open 
plains of Africa rather than pad- 
docks in lowland Britain. 

If this fledgling industry takes 
off, it raises the possibility of 
ostriches being farmed intensively 
and transported over long dis- 
tances. The American Ostrich 


Association regards the transport 
of ostriches as "dangerous and 
- stressful for both man and beast”. 

The. ostrich farming industry 
lias so far failed to come up with 
an answer to exactly how and 
where ostriches will be slaugh- 
tered humanely in Bri tain The 
only EU-approved slaughter- 
house for ostriches is in northern 
France. Urgent action fa needed 
to halt the fanning of these wild 
birds in Britain before the 
ostriches are forced to pay the 
price in suffering. 

Phujf Lymbery 
C ampaigns Director 
Compassion in World Fuming 
Petersfield, Hampshire 


Stop motoring 
through villages 




The pulpit and the hustings 


Make hay while the sun shines in Albania 


T oday I am bringing you more jew- 
els from that great ongoing work, 
The Book of Albanian Proverbs. 
Albanian proverbs are different from 
ordinary proverbs. Ordinary proverbs 
sound at first sight as if they are full 
of wisdom and insight, but generally 
turn out to be humdrum and banal, 
whereas Albanian proverbs, which 
sound a bit scatter-brained at first 
encounter, turn out on closer inspec- 
tion to be profoundly meaningless. I, 
personally, much prefer them. Any- 
way, here fa another selection of 
Albanian wit and wisdom. 



Even the worst painter can sketch his 
own likeness, but it fa impossible for 
even the greatest composer to do a 
self-portrait. 


Many a man who think be fa talking 
about politics is only talking about the 
next election. 


The opposite of a thank-you letter is 
not a begging letter. 


MILES KINGTON 


We grow hair on many different parts 
of our body, but we only complain of 
baldness on top of our head. 


used to refer to a mobile telephone. 
So what is a mobile now called - or 
is it no longer possible to make them 
because they no longer have a name? 
Wbuld a telephone hung from the 


A bicycle mudguard could never be 
invented by a bicycle, as it makes the 
bike far muddier than it need be, and 
only guards the rider. 


Many blacks in America prefer to be 
called Afro-Americans, but not many 
whites demand to be called Euro- 
Americans. 


ceiling of an art gallery be a mobile? 
lifv " 


And if you hung a telephone from the 


Breathing fa not addictive, but it 
would be fatal to give it up. 


ceiling' of an art gallery and labelled 
" 2 ", and it then rang, would 


The letter that comes first in a sen- 
tence is rewarded by being made a 
capital, but the equally important let- 
ter that comes last in a sentence fa only 
kicked up the backside by a full stop. 


You are whal you eat. This can be 
proved by the fact that, when the 
waiter comes to your tabic and says, 
“OK, who’s the lamb chop?”, you say, 
“I am”. 


A weather forecast paints a wider can- 
vas than any novel out it fa bad art on 
two counts. Fust, it tells posterity 
nothing. Second, it fa untrue even on 
the day when it fa made. 


ita u mobile’, 

it be artistic to answer it, or would it 
be a mistake for which you would be 
laugbed at by your fellow artists? 


When cows cross a busy and danger- 
ous main road for milking, it is the 
form hands who wear safety orange 
jackets, not the cows. 


In the city, the top shelf in a news- 
agents has sexy magazines. In the 
country it has motor bike and gun 
magazines. 


Real flowers do not last as long as arti- 
ficial flowers made out of paper or 
cloth, but at least you never have to 
dust real flowers. 


If you like the wrapping paper, but not 
the present which it contains, at least 
write a thank-you letter for the paper. 


“I do not write for posterity,” said the 
author, before making his will. 


Lucky the patienL who fa looked after 


by a b 


i me pa 
lypoefac 


ucdriac doctor. 


Many a man who thinks he fa talking 
about education is merely discussing 
his country's school system. 


When people try to baffle you by ask- 
ing whether Chinese crosswords go 
from left to right or right to left, 
answer firmly: “Neither! All Chinese 
words are one character long! There- 
fore it fa impossible to have a Chinese 
crossword! This explains why Chi- 
nese commuters on the train are 
always staring into space. They have 
no crossword to do and only speeches 
to read. 


In the old days, a “mobile” was an art 
object banging from the ceiling and 
going round in circles. Nowadays it fa 


Ice-lollipops are always fruit- 
flavoured. Nobody fa ever brave 
enough to make a tomato ice-lolly . 


Many a man who thinks he fa talking 
about religion fa merely talking about 
his church. 


If the United States had a patron 
saint, he would have been assassi- 
nated by now. 


Sir: We are told by Tim Mont- 
gomerie of the Conservative 
Christian Fellowship that “believ- 
ers would bring a sense of hon- 
esty and probity" to politics (Let- 
ters, 10 April), and by Charles 
Brock of Mansfield College that 
without religion in politics “we 
are faced with a moral vacuum 
and political vacuousness” (Let- 
ters, 12 April). 

This is mere rhetoric. There is 
no evidence that believers are 
morally superior to unbelievers in 
politics any more than aiprwhere 
else. The repeated claims for 


political sanctity by Christian 
propagandists ignore the long 
succession of such people as 
Thomas Paine and Robert Owen, 
G J Holyoake and Charles Brad- 
laugh. John Stuart Mill and 
Bertrand Russell, William Mor- 
ris and Robert BJatchibrd, Ram- 
say MacDonald and Harry Snell, 
Harold Laski and G D H Cole, 
Aneurin Bevan and Hugh 
Gaitskell, Michael Foot and Neil 
Kinnock, in this country alone. 

Nicolas Walter 
Rationalist Press Association 
London N1 


Brando’s ordeal 


Sir: The attack on Marlon 
Brando for speaking his mind, by 
the Hollywood Jewish hierarchy, 
smacks of nothing so much as 
McCarthyfam. We had the brand- 
ing, the threats, the arraignment, 
the “confession” and the abject 
apology, complete with tears 
(report, 13 April), and the return 
to the fold. This episode will 
leave a bad feeling in the minds 
of all liberal-minded people, Jews 
and non-Jews alike. 

WK Harper 
S toke-on-Trent 


Dragged in 


Sir: Your piece (Diaiy, 4 April) 
about Chevalier d'Eon and his 
transvestism was amusing, but I 
have to take seriously the putting 
of words into the mouth of Sig- 
mund Freud. “Eonism" was 
corned by Henry Havelock Ellis, 
who considered it simpler than 
“transvestism". As a matter of 
fact. Freud wrote nothing on this 
subject. 

Tom Roberts 
A rchivist 
Sigmund Freud Copyrights 
Colchester 


Orwellian equality at the Bar 


Sin The letter from Peter Gold- 
smith QC (15 April) prompts me 
to suggest that the independence 
of a banister fa established when 
he or she fa called to the Bar, and 
is not altered by the manner in 
which he or she then cams a liv- 


mg. The general Council of the 
Bar cannot make the Orwellian 
claim that all hamsters are inde- 
pendent but some some barristers 
arc more independent than others. 

Leo Haynes 
Northwood, Middlesex 


Sin I read with dismay Nicholas 
Gregory’s letter (12 April), in 
which he urged motorists to leave 
the motorways and rediscover the 
joys of the B-roads. 

While Mr Gregoiy and his 
like may enjoy trundling along 
the B-roads - or, as fa frequently 
the case, tearing along the B- 
roads - residents of those towns 
and villages he pollutes with bis 
fumes and noise would not share 
this view. Ambling through die 
countryside without a good pur- 
pose might have been fine when 
six cars a day disturbed a village, 
but those days are long gone. 

Lynne Curry 
Clevedon, 
Somerset 
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Birds vs salmon ** 


Sir: The chairman of the Wes- 
sex Salmon Association (letter 
13 April) claims that salmon 
stocks have been reared at 
great expense by Conservation- 


s' * 
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ists. Surety ttaej^ could be pro- 




tected from depredation if 
these same conservationists 
banned salmon fishing for a few 
years; or are these a different 
species of conservationists from 
those concerned with cor- 
morants? 

Fred Kay 
Northampton 
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Irish censors 


■Titi 


Sir Could you please put an end 
to the nonsense still being pro- 
mulgated by William Hartson 
(Obituaries, April J3) about the 
Catholic Church in Ireland ban- 
ning books? The Irish Censorship 
of Publications Board fa a statu- 
torily established state board, as 
is the Censorship of Publications 
Appeals Board. 

Maurice A O’Sullivan 
B ray, 
Co Wicklow 


Reformists 


Sin Why is it that every 
made" by the Government, such 
us to health, education or the 
penal system, fa called a reform. 
Are they all improvements?. 

Tania England 
B ristol 
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v Culloden without the bloodshed 

A Scottish parliament could spell disaster unless Labour fights for electoral reform at Westminster 
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_ .j>en in Scotland that 
— change England, too. it was 250 
yean ago today that at Culloden Moor 
the Jacobite challenge to Hanoverian 
Britain was finally crushed. The slaugh- 
ter of Prince Charles's array began the 
destruction of Gaelic Scotland. But 
had things gone the other way - had 
the clans charged earlier, had the 
wind been in another direction, had 
Butcher Cumberland's infantry been 
worse trained - Britain today would 
have been a different country. 

How different? That's an exercise in 
anti-history, a game for clever, idling 
minds. Yet our ruling instiruiionsTour 
political parties, our established 
churches would surety all have been 
affected. There would have been other 
disasters and unknown triumphs - a 
world in which Trafelgar didn’t happen 
but Queen Veronica the Wkked did. 
Perhaps we would have been not one 
different country, but several. At any 
rate, a quaiter-milleiiniiim on, Scottish 
affairs are again likely to loom large for 
the English future. 

The reasons are less violent, but qui- 
etly dramatic enough in their way. The 
resurgence of nationalist sentiment in 
^Scotland and the likelihood of a 
Labour-sponsored Edinburgh Parlia- 
ment, which may be up and running 
by 1999, raise serious questions for the 
future of the British Union. 

In a timely book published today. 
The State and the Nations, the Labour- 
leaning think-tank, the Institute for 
Public Policy Research (1PPR), 
addresses many of those questions. 
Though it deals with Whies and Eng- 
lish regional government too, the 
book focuses clearly on Scotland. And 
rightly so; for on the answers given to 
the Scottish questions, much depends 


- a new decade of nationalist breakup, 
or a political reform more dramatic 
than London yet realises. 

The best-known of these questions 
remains Tam Dalyell’s “West Lothian 
Question" - why should Scottish MPs 
at Westminster be able to vote on Eng- 
lish education, health and so on, when 
English MPs have lost their powers to 
vote on s imilar Scottish questions? But 
Old lam travels with two companions. 
Psr capita, public spending in Scotland 
is higher than in England, and Scot- 
land is also over-represented in MPs 
by about 20 per cent; and English Con- 
servatives are angry about both. 

Could all three aspects of Scotland’s 
treatment under the current Union be 
sustained after the establishment of a 
Scottish Parliament? Increasingly 
nationalist English Tory MPs insist not; 
Labour doggedly says they can. 

Here are the makings of an 
almighty bust-up. Short of turning the 
UK into a federation, the W?st Loth- 
ian question is unsoh/able. The only 
half-way-house answer would be to 
take away Scottish MPs’ right to vote 
on England-only legislation. 

But that would remove the notion 
of a Commons government majority. 
You could have a Labour Prime Min- 
ister able, with Scottish MPS, to com- 
mand secure majorities on, say, for- 
eign affairs, defence and UK taxation, 
but impotent on English legislation- As 
the IPPR authors point out: “The 
prospect of a Blair government in 
charge of taxation and public spend- 
ing and a Portillo-led Conservative 
Opposition gaining control of the 
NHS and education budgets in Eng- 
land could not possibly be a recipe for 
stable government.” 

What, then, of the over-represen- 



ANDREW MARR 


Scotland gets more 
than her fair share of 
identifiable spending 


ration of Scottish MPs? Labour is 
loath to even discuss this because it 
expects to depend for any future 
Westminster majority on Scots. Strict 
proportionality would require cutting 
the present 72 Scottish seats to 58; 10 
of the 14 seats lost would be Labour 
ones. This might damage the Union as 
well as Labour, but there are senior 
English Labour politicians who pri- 
vately think it just and inevitable. 

Then there is the trickiest matter of 
all - finance. Ministers have been 
attacking the Scottish Parliament’s 
proposed right to vary income tax by 
up to 3p in the pound as “Labour’s tar- 
tan tax". But under the current for- 
mula. agreed in 1978, Scotland gets 
more than her share of clearly identi- 
fiable spending; the IPPR suggests 
that whatever happens to Scottish 
Home Rule, this is bound to be revis- 
ited and “Scotland is likely to face a 
period of tight spending constraints'’. 

Here is another issue that has the 
potential for driving the two countries 


apart. But fully reopening the so- 
called “needs assessment "would now 
require the investigation of other pub- 
lic spending ignored in the Seventies, 
and would inevitably raise question- 
marks about the huge defence and 
administrative subsidies to the English 
south-east and to Northern Ireland. 
That has been enough to make Tories 
under Thatcher and Major back off. 

How, finally, would the inevitable 
arguments between Edinburgh and 
Westminster about their relative roles 
be dealt with? Through a Scottish Sec- 
retary in the Cabinet? Wouldn’t that 
be a recipe for torn loyalties and 
vicious competition with the new Scot- 
tish Prime Minister. More thought is 
needed, and Labour is finalising plans 
for the judicial committee of the Privy 
Council to take on what will be. in 
effect, a sort of Supreme Court role 
for Anglo-Scottish disputes. 

That sounds fair enough. But if the 
other answers were all as given above 
- no change at Westminster, norm the 
distribution of seats, nor of money - 
it is not hard to see how competing 
Scottish and English nationalisms 
could emerge in the last years of the 
century. English Tories would be out- 
raged, and would have found a cause 
to unite them. Scottish Nationalists, 
fighting their first Edinburgh election 
in a Labour government’s mid-term 
year, would be well-placed for fero- 
cious defiance. 

But there is another way. Labour is 
already committed to a voting system 
for the Scottish parliament which, being 
proportional, gjves the Scottish Tories 
their best hope of revival north of the 
Border. If Blair threw his leadership 
behind voting reform for Westminster, 
too, then some interesting conse- 


quences would follow for the Union. 

First, as the IPPR notes, the dis- 
parity between Scottish and English 
representation would be cancelled at 
a stroke. Second. Scottish Tories, fairiy 
represented in a lax-raising legislature 
in Edinburgh, would be balanced by 
a revival of Labour in the English 
south. This would take a lot of the 
sting out of the West Lothian question, 
since it would less likely that Scottish 
MPs at Westminster would tilt Fw glfeh 
politics; their patty-political mix would 
be nearer the national one. 

And third, the first-past-the-post 
caricature of Britain which makes Scot- 
land and the north red and the south 
blue, would be smeared away. The 
image of Scotland as composed of solid 
masses of barrack-like housing fid] of 
unemployed but inspirational socialists, 
and of the English south as a vast traf- 
fic-jam of headscarf-swathed Toiy 
laches in Range Rovers would vanish. 

So Scotland would look more 
plural, and England less Conservative: 
and that would do a lot to take the 
sting away. Getting there requires a 
leap of Labour imagination. But not 
leaping may well mean that Labour, 
as a Unionist party, eventually breaks 
up the Union, 

Political reform doesn't happen by 
blueprints or grand plans. It happens 
because one specific reform, 
demanded by hard political pressures, 
provokes the urgent need for another. 
In this case the electoral pressures on 
Labour for an Edinburgh parliament 
may yet provoke electoral reform 
throughout Britain. That’s quite a 
thought It would make Scottish Home 
Rule almfxa as dramatic a political 
event in English politics as Culloden 
was. And a much less bloody one. 


It’s a game of two minds 

Golf is the only sport where compassion can combine with a killer instinct, writes Jim White 
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■ olf is a game invented 

■ solely to torture its partic- 
ipants; a game, according to 
Alistair Cooke, that could only 
have been dreamt np by CaJ- 
vanists, whose outlook on life 
was to ensure any moment of 
pleasure was balanced by one 
of unbearable pain. On Sunday 

■ night, the cruellest sport 
claimed another victim; Greg 
Norman. 

Apparently on his way to vic- 
tory in the US Masters, playing 
for three days with a brilliance 
that suggested he was destined 
to trouser the kind of cheque 
normally associated with the 
National Lottery, Norman 
crumbled. In the final round, 
the genius departed him, left 
him sapped and dissipated, as, 
cruising op behind him, filling 
his rear-view mirror, came the 
figure of the relentless Nick 
BQdo. The moment be sensed 
Faldo was upon him was the 
moment Norman lost it the 
moment the Great White Shark 
beached himself, throwing away 
an unassailable lead. It was a 
pitiful sight. 

Afterwards, thankful it was 
oyer, Norman said be would 
cherish all his career what Faldo 
said to console him at the end 
No, he wouldn't reveal the wwds 

Rddo used but they would live 
with him forever. Golfers share 
a camaraderie unusual in pro- 
fessional sport; they are always 
quick to sympathise with each 
Oder because they have all expe- 
rienced the game’s cruelty. In a 
sense, they are riot rivals at all 

.but colleagues united in an effort 

to . overcome the common 
enemy; par. 

^ You could tell that by his 

* body language, by the way in 
which there was no triumphal 
p unching of the air as he sank 
important putts, by the 
restrained and dignified man- 
ner he behaved at the end 
that Nick Fhldo was affected by 
. Greg Norman’s discomfbrt He 
knew the man was suffering; 
knew how he felt. His sympa- 
thy, however, did not predude 
him from taking advantage of 
ins opponent's demise. And, on 
the 18th green, as he prepared 
the very consoling words he 
would say to Norman, Rddo 
was completing his rival's 
destruction. 



Lost causa: Chris Waddle after missing Ids penalty in the 1990 World Cup semi-final 


According to Dr Richard 
Cox, a sports psychologist who 
specialises in preparing golfers 
for the perils of their caning, the 
player who has the mental dis- 
cipline to win is the one who is 
able to shut out all feeling for 
his opponent, even better if he 
can pretend his opponent does 
not exist at alL 


eratety leaves them with no 
cognitive capacity left to worry 
about their opponent. A cun- 
ning strategy but one that only 
a few are capable of adapting. 


entirety in the mind” 

The purpose of sport is to be 
victorious, its role is to satisfy 
the primitive urge to prove 
your self-worth by triumphing 


‘If you think about it, Fhldo 
could nave done what he did on 
Sunday without anyone else 
being there,” says Dr Cot. 
“Golf is unique as a sport in 
tha t what your opponent does 
has no bearing on what you do. 
I advise players to go out and 
beat the course; Gary Player 
said be often didn’t know his 
own score, never mind his 
opponent’s. That is the ideal 
state of mind for a goffer.” 

JDr Cot suggests to his play- 
ers a long andaetailed pre-shot 
routine, a practical preparation 
course that both improves their 
own approach and which delib- 


You could tell by his 
body language that 
Faldo was affected by 
Norman’s discomfort 


And by no coincidence, they 
tend to be winners. 

“The fascinating thing about 
god” says Stephen Bull, author 

of The Menial Game Plan: Get- 
ting Psyched For Sport, “is that 
in a four-hour round a player 
will only come into contact 
with the ball for five minutes. 
The rest of the time will be 

n t thinking abont his shots, 
a game played almost 



over] 

the Manchester United man- 
ager, claims that the rush of vic- 
tory in the last few minutes of 
a match his side is winning is 
more addictive than any drug 
and is the thing he lives for. 
Indeed, that is sport's great 
attraction, it is probably the 
only area left in a life of increas- 
ing compromise that operates 
with such fundamental clarity: 


yon win or you lose. But Fer- 
guson is not glorying in bis 
opponent's misery. Indeed 
there are few sports in which 
the aim is to take sadistic plea- 
sure in inflicting defeat, few 
sportsmen who would agree 
with Bobby Fischer, the former 
world chess champion, who 
once said that the most enjoy- 
able moment of his game was 
when he crushed the other 
guy’s ego. It is victory that 
counts, not enjoying the other 
guy’s defeat. 

Yet without defeat, there is 
no victory . So the mind must be 
steeled Before they step into 
the ring, boxers, for instance, 
have to convince themselves 
the other man is their enemy. 
And once inside it, they must 
seize on every mistake, exploit 
every weakness, in order to 
achieve triumph that can only 
come through the ultimate 
humiliation of their rival. There 
is no room for sympathy in a 


ring. But it is rare for a fighter 
to enjoy the demolition of an 
opponent, rather the two men, 
after seeking to kill each other 
over a dozen rounds, will usu- 
ally embrace at the end of a 
bout with a solidarity that only 
comes from a mutual under- 
standing of the enormity of the 
task in hand 

It probably helps to rid the 
mind of sympathy when a rival 
has just smashed you on the 
bridge of the nose. Less phys- 
ical sports thus require, in 
their preparation, a degree of 
■ mental demonisation of the 
opponent, to harden the 
resolve against compassion. In 
football, the language of war 
is often appropriated - “going 
over the top", “midfield gen- 
eral”, “the kind of guy you 
want next to you in the 
trenches” - to focus on the 
challenge ahead. And the suc- 
cessful manage to take that 
kind of mindset on to the 
field with them. Thus in the 
penalty shoot-on t at the end 
of the semi-final of the 1990 
World Cup, the German play- 
ers reserved their consola- 
tions for Chris Wtddle and 
Stuart Pearce’s hurt at their 
cataclysmic misses until after 
they had buried their own 
kicks. And Stephen Hendiy, 
who has made it known that 
be only became a snooker 
player thanks to the inspira- 
tion of Jimmy White, never- 
theless has taken full advan- 
tage of his hero’s distress to 
win the world title on almost 
an annual basis. 

“World champions are world 
champions because they are 
able to be completely absorbed 
in their own performances, 
whatever is going on around 
them," says Stephen BuU^i 
“Don’t underestimate oirel 
thing, though: how much they 

enjoy winning." 

At all costs, apparently, ft 
was once revealed in an inter- 
view that Ian Botham often 
ptayed cricket in the garden 
with his son, Uam, when the lad 
was about six. So, asked the 
interviewer, did he let the boy 
win, as most of us would do, to 
spare the lad’s feelings? “No,” 
said Botham, as if be didn’t 
understand the question. “Why 
should I?” 


The public must be kept informed without being panicked, says Sarah Stewart-Brown 



SS The risks of telling all 

the PSl scare in October of last year . 

1 Cnfatrr nf ■ • • 


when the' Committee on Safety of 
Medicines ' ann ounced that women 
taking third-generation contraceptive 
pffls.Saddbnble the risk of thrombo- 
emboBcdisease. NHS health author- 
ities. have;'also repotted increases in 
abortions, with Bristol, where a sur- 
vey showed that 12 per cent ofwonren 
. stopped fairin g the. Pill immediately, 
#pprt i nga 100 per cent rise- ^ a t £r ' 
aty mnts arbiind ?£ 


summer months. . . 

These statistics were predirtaDie 
because previous Pill scares kl 5l c 
been followed by the same problems. 


Research in Holland following the 
1977 PHI scare showed a .22 per cent 
increase in the tenmnation rate and 
a 6 per cent increase in births. In that : 
country it took five years for the use 
of contraceptives and the abortion 
rate to return to the pre-scare rate. 

The safety committee announced 
that women taking life third-genera 1 
tion pSIs had a rate of. 1.5 cases of 
thrombo-embohsm per lfijQOOwomen 
years and less than two deaths per 
100 , 000 womenyeais.'!hese rates are . 

twice those of women taking the - 
older pills, but they are also half 


those among pregnant women. So 
women who stopped taking the PHI 
and got pregnant increased rather 
than decreased their risk of the prob- 
lem they were trying to avoid, as well 
as creating many other problems for 
themselves. 

Surety there must be a better way 
of dealing with the problem of com- 
municating the findings of scientific 
studies to the public? We know that 
the public has difficulty relating to die 
concept of risk and is eaaty scared into 
making irrational decisions by media 
announcements. We know that the 


press are hungry for good stories and 
tend to sensationalise news. 

What is required is a code of con- 
duct for the professionals and the 
media to prevent further events of this 
kind. The concept of risk is difficult 
but not impossible to grasp. It should 
be possible for people who are expert 
at communicating to workout how to 
communicate the results of scientific 
studies in a way that does not invite 
people to do things that are likely to 
cause them harm. For example, a hot- 
line could be set np that would 
appraise journalists of comparative 


vs- 


risks and help them to assess the pub- 
lic health consequences of different 
ways of reporting findings that they 
have come across. 

As people wiD always want verifi- 
cation of what they read from doctors 
and muses they know, the code of con- 
duct should allow 24 hours for infor- 
mation to reach the professionals. 
And those who will be consulted in 


witn written materials to explain the 
issues. In this way it should be possi- 
ble to inform the public of (pings they 
have a right to know without creating 
greater risks through avoidable panic. 

The writer is Director of the Health 
Services Research Unit at the University 
of Oxford. 








A safe haven 
in the West 

The desire among Eastern and Central 
European countries for EU integration 
will stalk the IGC, says Paul Latawski 


T his week the Secretaiy- 
General of Naio, Javier 
Solana, is louring the nations of 
Centra) and Eastern Europe to 
discuss the terms on which they 
will be invited to join Nalo. But 
even as their leaders consider 
joining a defensive alliance to 
protect themselves from com- 
ing under Russian mititaiy 
domination again, they nil! be 
paying equal attention to their 
desire to join the European 
Union; for they see this avenue, 
loo, as a means to prevent war 
and maintain peace. 

When the countries of Cen- 
tral and Eastec^^ Europe 
emerged from 40-^wyears of 
Soviet-imposed liriBKl sover- 
eignty, one might have expected 
that their external policies 
would reflect the kind of prickly 
and insular independence usu- 
ally associated with British 
Eurosceptics. The opposite has 
occurred. These countries have 
keenly sought to limit their sov- 
ereignty tty applying to join 
such supranational organisa- 
tions as Nato and the EU. The 
reason for this enthusiasm is not 
the prospect of Euros jingling in 
their pockets, but the security 
conferred by integration. 

Intellectually aid politically, 
the dhtes of fonn&r Communist 
states are today closer to the 
founding fathers of the then 
European Communi ty than to 
the present-day western Euro- 
pean architects of the 21st cen- 
tury’s gmruie Europe. The coun- 
tries in the eastern half of the 
Continent queuing to join the 
EU are undergoing a funda- 
mental political, economic and 
social reconstruction on the 
ruins of a totalitarian occupa- 
tion - a situation not unlike that 
experienced by western Europe 
in the late Forties and early 
Fifties. Although western Euro- 
peans were politically able to 
seize the chance to integrate in 
the post-war era - making war 
unthinkable among them - in 
the Communist east, any ideas 
about European integration 
went into the ideological deep- 
freeze or stayed in exile. 

It should be remembered that 
during the Second World War, 
Centra] and Eastern Europe 
produced its own visionaries of 
European integration. Dreams 
of a “federal Europe” were not 
a monopoly of western Euro- 
peans. Edvard Benes. the leader 
of the Czechoslovak govern- 
ment-in-exile envisaged in 1941 
a series of federations emerging 
out of the rubble of world war. 
And the Polish political writer 
and journalist Kazirierz Smog- 
orzewski founded a review in 
London called Free Europe 
whose editorial line promoted 
the view that “some kind of 


regional federation in Europe 
must come". Underpinning 
these efforts was the same desire 
as their western European coun- 
terparts to avoid another war. 

Today's champions of inte- 
gration, however, find more 
inspiration from Brezhnev than 

HiUer. After 1989, freed from 
the yoke of Soviet Commu- 
nism, “return to Europe" 
became the political battle-cry, 
and membership in the EU 
one of the targets of the post- 
COmmunist bra veh earls. 

To be sure, support for EU 
membership is uneven in the 
region The Poles and Romani- 
ans are keenist to join, while a 
quarter of the population in the 
Czech Republic, Bulgaria and 

Dreams of a ‘federal 
. Europe* were not 
amonopoly of 
western Europeans 


Hungary opposes membership. 

The return of former Com- 
munists to power has not trans- 
formed the drive for EU mem- 
bership in Hungary and Poland. 
But where former Communists 
never left power, as in Bulgaria 
and Romania, the integration 
priorities are mixed. Romania 
hallows the Polish pattern, pur- 
suing membership in all-western 

institutions as an important 
national interest In Bulgaria, 
however, second thoughts about 
joining Nato have given efforts 
to join the EU a higher profile. 
Indeed, in security terms, Bul- 
garia seems to see the EU as 
more politically advantageous, 
with regard to Russian sensibil- 
ities, than membership of Nato. 

This back-to-baacs approach 
of the Central and Eastern 
European countries to integra- 
tion nas immediate implica- 
tions for the Inter-Govern- 
mental Conference, which 
opened at Thrin last month. For 
although EU enlargement is 
not officially at the centre of the 
conference agenda, it stalks 
every discussion on institutional 
change, from a common cur- 
rency to trade policy. 

Central and Eastern Euro- 
pean thinking haunts the IGC 
like the ghost of integration 
past- ll reminds the present-day 
Euro-scrooges of bow. when it 
comes to European integra- 
tion, they have come to under- 
stand the cost of everything and 
the value of nothing. 


The writer is an associate fellow 
at the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence Studies. 
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Flat factory gate prices 



DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


Share prices closed at a record 
high yesterday, largely due to a 
lower- than -expected increase 


in facioiy gate prices in March. 
TheFT-SElf ' 


, 100 index advanced 
23.7 points to 3,790 S toppling 
the previous closing record of 
3,7813 set in early February. 

The pace of increase in prices 
charged at the factory gate fad- 
ed last month to its lowest for 
just over a year. 


Analysts said, however, that 
the favourable inflationary out- 
look was not enough in itself to 
guarantee a further reduction in 
interest rates. 

Scope for a fourth reduction 
in base rates since December 
was made less likely by more 
signs yesterday of a pick-up in 
the economy. 

As well as upbeat surveys 
from retailers ana estate agents, 
official figures due to be re- 
leased before the next monetary 
meeting between Chancellor 


Kenneth CJarke and Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank 
of Fj’g tond, on 8 May will be de- 
cisive. These include the un- 
employment count tomorrow, 
retail sales next week and the 
initial estimate of first-quarter 
GDP. 

“Lower inflation is unlikely to 
be enough to trigger a further 
cut given signs that real activi- 
ty is picking up,” Michael Saun- 
ders, an economist at City 
investment bank Salomon 
Brothers, said. 


Manufacturers raised prices 
by a modest 02 per cent in 
March, bringing the annual 
rale of increase down to 3.4 per 
cent from 3.7 per cent. “Core" 
prices, excluding food and en- 


ergy products, were flat 
TOe stu 


sharpest slowdown in 
factory gate prices is occurring 
in industries which saw the 
fastest increases last year, in- 
cluding pulp and paper, chem- 
icals, rubber and plastics. 

Prices charged for food 
climbed 12 per cent last month. 


A dedine of 0.9 per cent in beef 
prices, concentrated towards 
the end of the month, was off- 
set by a jump of 3.6 per cent in 
other meal prices. 

A surge in food and ofl prices 
took the prices paid by manu- 
facturers for materials up 0 5 
per cent in March. The year-on- 
year rate of increase remained 
unchanged at 2.8 per cent, the 
lowest for more than a year and 
a half- Of this 12-month rise, 
four-fifths was due to increased 
oil and food costs. 


Despite the disappointing : 
rise in materials prices last 
month dne to these commodi- 
ties. most City economists re- ‘ 
main very optimistic about the 
trend in inflation. 

A sharp fall in the best indi- 
cator of short-term trends, the 
gnroiaii'wri three-month rates of 
“core" factory gate inflation, 
from 1.7 per cent to 1.0 per cent 
pointed to further declines in 
the headline figures. 

“As the year progresses, the 
framing in producer price infla- 


tion should begin to be reflect- 
ed in sh improvement in uo- 
deriyirigretafl price inflation,' 
David Walton of- Goldman 
Sachs, said. Retail 4 
follow factory gate prices 
a lag of about six months. 

Few analysts think frtgfrerail 
and food prices will last, as they 
reflect temporary disruptions to 
supply and low levels of oil 
stocks after the harsh, winter. 
The futures market is already 
pointing to lower oil prices by 
the summer. 


Airbus 
looks at 
£500m 
747 rival 


Building society revolution: Survivors shore up defences and crack down on ope ning of new accounts 

Bank of Ireland’s 
£600m lures B&W 
to join stampede 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 


Bristol & West, Britain's ninth- 
largest building society, joined 
the stampede from mutuality 
yesterday with its sale to the 
Bank of Ireland for£6fl0in. as 
other societies urgently sought 
to shore up their defences 
against speculators. 

All the Bristol & West's 1.1 
million members stand to ben- 
efit from the cash and share 
hand-out, estimated to be worth 
about £1.000 each, though long- 
term savers will enjoy higher 
rewards. 

Birmingham Midshires, one 
of the few remaining building 
societies of any size, yesterday 
moved against the speculative 
rush to open new accounts in 
the hope of benefiting from 
eventual windfall conversion 
payouts by raising the minimum 
sum needed to open a mem- 
bership account from £100 to 
£1300 in its 17 biggest branch- 
es, claiming queues of specula- 
tors have been interfering with 
normal branch business. 


In its remaining branches, the 
threshold has been raised to 
£500. Chelsea BS said it is ac- 
tively reviewing its £1,000 min- 
imum investment, and the 
Leeds & Holbeck is reviewing 
its membership threshold, cur- 
rently £500. 

The announcement ended 
months of speculation about the 
future of Bristol & West, which 
closed its doors to new specu- 
lators last Thursday, and in- 
creases Lhe pressure on the 
dwindling band of big societies 
still committed to mutuality. 

Last week Northern Rock an- 
nounced plans to convert to 
bank status, joining Halifax- 
Lecds, Woolwich and Alliance 
& Leicester. Two others. Na- 
tional & Provincial and the 
Cheltenham & Gloucester, 
have recently been taken over 
by banks. 

Bank of Ireland, Ireland's 
oldest bank, said the move 
would generate significant syn- 
ergies in its UK operations, and 
could be achieved without re- 
course to a rights issue. 

“The strategic weakness in 


Britain is that we have not had 
access to retail. This overcomes 
that weakness,” Pat Molloy, 
Bank of Ireland's chief execu- 
tive, said. “Above all, what at- 
tracted os was the strong 
franchise.” 

Bristol & West's members will 
vote on the deal early next 
year, and if approved it could 
be completed by mid- 1997. Un- 
der the terms, the Bristol & 
West will continue to be based 
in the west of England, and re- 
tain its own identity, brands and 
management structure. 

John Burke, chief executive, 
said there would be no com- 
pulsory redundancies. “It offers 
a perfect opportunity to build 
on the strength of the Bank of 
Ireland," he said. The deal will 
combine Bristol & West with 
Bank of Ireland Mortgages 
based in Reading. 

Mr Molloy said the £600m ac- 
quisition was priced at 1.7 times 
Bristol & West’s net assets, 
and that the deal would be im- 
mediately revenue-enhancing. 
One City analyst estimated the 
deal would be eamings-en- 



Good fit: John Burke (left) and Pat Molloy after yesterday's £600m deal 


Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


handng to the tune of 8 to 9 per 
cent. “People are very pleased 
that Bank of Ireland has done 
something to use up its excess 
capital,” the dealer said. 

Mr Molloy and Mr Burke 
said the deal would help their 
companies' access to capital, giv- 
■to 


raise wholesale finance while 


the Rank of Ireland's balance 
sheet would benefit from the so- 
ciety's cheaper retail funds. 

Mr Burke said the Bank of 
Ireland was the only suitor the 
building society had negotiated 
with though others bad ex- 
pressed interest 

“It was such a good fit there 
was not a need to talk to too 


many others provided the price 
was right” Mr Burke said. The 
society had considered a stock 
market flotation but in the end 
decided to seek a merger. The 
society had reviewed its position 
as a mutual following the deci- 
sion by Halifax, the biggest 
building society, to convert 
He said recent government 


proposals for new legislation al- 
lowing buildmg societies greater 
access to capital markets, a 
wider range of products to of- 
fer customers and protection 
from hostile takeovers was “too 
little too late". 

Bank of Ireland shares end- 
ed yesterday up 19p at 458p. 

Comment, page 17 





MICHAEL HARRISON 


The European aircraft-manu- 
facturer Airbus is studying plans 
for the $750m (£500m) devel- 
opment of a new version of-its 
A340 long-haul jet to compete 

with smaller versons of the Boe- 
ing 747 jumbo jet 
The stretched A340 would 
carry 375 passengers -SO more ' 
than iMHmiim DOW — .have 'a 
range of 7,000 miles and enter 
service around the turn of tiie 
century. 

Under an agreement an- 
nounced yesterday General 
Electric of the US and Airbus 

are fanning a jomt team to staefy 
a new engine for the aircraft 
The current A34Q range can>; 
carry between 260 and 295 pas-w: 
sengers on “long thin routes^ 
typically between second cities 
on different continents. 

The new aircraft known as 
the A3 40-6 00 would extend 
that capacity enabling Airbus' to 
compete on routes such as Lon- 
don to Los Angeles. 

An Airbus spokesman de- 
scribed the study as part of a 
pincer movement against Boe- 
ing with the A340-600 compet- 
ing at the bottom end of the 747 
market and its planned super- 
jmnbo, the A3XX, attacking the 
500-seater phis market 
Analysts believe the new 
A340 could cost between 
$500m and Slbn to develop 
since Airbus would need to ex- 
tend the fuelage of the existing 
aircraft and carry out some 
modification to the wings. 
These are built by British Aero- 
space which has a 20 per cent 
stake in the consortium. 

The Airbus A330-A340 fam- 
ily presently competes with the 
Boeing 777 range which was 
launched last year with United 
Airlines and British Airways as 
launch customers: 

The 777-200 series can carry 
305 passengers in3Kdassor375 
in 2-class configuration and its 
range is 5,700 nautical miles. 


■iDi 




. ' t: 

■ - - 4 


.r.txizestf 


•J*n 


. v. 


Y *.._y 

•W 




•• ? -y*. 
■’Vt-i 


•••■*«*? 

■■ 

. • a :* 4 

•iJb 


i 


‘V*.- - 


But a long-range version capa- 
.. - • - 


ble aflJS) miles is due to enter 
service later this year. 



EBRD capital doubled to £16.4bn 


HELEN MINGAY 


One-off: Kenneth Clarke backed the increase for the EBRD 


Western finance ministers yes- 
terday agreed to dig deeper into 
their pockets to finance eco- 
nomic development in eastern 
Europe. At the annual meeting 
of the European Bank for Re- 
construction and Development 
meeting in Bulgaria yesterday, 
they formally agreed to double 
the bank’s capital base from ecu 
lObn (£822bn) to ecu20bn. 

The increase was welcomed 
even by Kenneth Clarke, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, who has 
in the past raised doubts about 
the need for the EBRD. But Mr 
Clarke said this first increase in 
its rapi tal would also be the lasL 

“Three years ago such an in- 
crease would have been incon- 
ceivable," he said, alluding to 
the bank’s reputation for ex- 
travagance under its former 


president, Jacques Allah'. He 
paid tribute to the achieve- 
ments of Jacques de Larosiere, 
the current president, in trans- 
forming the EBRD while hold- 
ing running costs constant. 

In future, ministers intend the 
EBRD to be self-financing, like 
other international organisa- 
tions such as the World Bank. 

AD ministers from the 57 
member countries have agreed 
to the capital increase, a process 
made more palatable to finan- 
cially strapped treasuries by 
agreeing to spread payments 
over an eight-year period, start- 
ing in April 1998, and by al- 
lowing 60 per cent of payments 
to be made in promissory notes. 

Mr de Larosi&re received 
countless other plaudits for 
turning the bank arouod since 
he took over the helm three and 
a half years ago. He has trans- 


formed Mr Artali’s “glistening 
bank" - noted for the luxury erf 
its London headquarters - into 
a model of fiscal respectability. 

Overheads have dropped 
from 30 to 24 per cent of the op- 
erating budget, alibcit at the cost 
of levelling staff salaries, and 
much of the “glitter” is being 
torn out of the headquarters 
building to prepare floors for 
sub-let. ting. 

Mr de Larosiere's hair-shirt 
approach to running the insti- 
tution has even earned the ap- 
proval of the US delegation, 
which stopped its payments to 
the bank during Mr Attali’s 
tenure. 

The assistant secretary for in- 
ternational affairs at the US 
treasury, David Lipton, said 
that bank payments had been 
restored and "the administra- 
tion will be asking Congress to 


pay down the rest of the ap- 
propriation". 

The only note of dispute in 
Sofia came over the question of 
“graduation” for the more ad- 
vanced central European coun- 
tries, notably Ft) land, the Czech 
Republic. Hungary and Slova- 
kia. Western ministers are urg- 
ing bank officials to seek out 
investments in the more “diffi- 
■ cult” countries of the former So- 
viet Union. They want central 
European countries to switch to 
commercial borrowing as they 
achieve investment grade status. 

Polish and Hungarian dele- 
gates are concerned that the 
bank wflj fond fewer of their 
projects. 

Mr Qarke added that east 
European countries should do 
better in liberalising their 
economies to encourage foreign 
investment. 


Think-tank counts the cost of a minimum wage 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


The introduction of a national 
minimum wage of as little as 
£3 JO an hour could result in the 
closure of small firms and 


shops, job losses and higher 
elim- 


p rices, according to prel 
inary research from Lhe Em- 
ployment Policy Institute, an 
independent think-tank. 

Interviews with a wide range 
of employers likely to be af- 
fected by a minimum wage, to 
which the Labour Party is in 
principle committed, suggested 


that its effects could be dra- 
matic. Even allowing for the fact 
that firms have an incentive to 
exaggerate the likely effects, as 
many as 3.5 million people who 
are currently paid less than 
£3.50 an hour would become 
more expensive to employ. 

“A national minimum wage 
would mean a total restructur- 
ing of all these firms' pay," said 
Fred Bayliss, the EPI re- 
searcher. 

He identified catering and re- 
lated industries such as hotels, 
textiles, industrial cleaning, 
hairdressing and healthcare as 


those (hat would be extensively 
affected by the introduction of 
a legal minimum. For example, 
more than two-thirds of part- 
time women and about a half of 
full-time women working in 
catering and related businesses 
earn less than £350 an hour. In 
textiles and clothing, which is 
covered by collective agree- 
ments with unions, around a 
third of female staff earn less. 

Mr Bayliss also suggested 
that there could be significant 
industrial restructuring in some 
industries where big employers 
generally pay higher rates of pay 


than small ones. In retailing, for 
instance, most big supermarkets 
pay most staff a basic rate 
above £350. It is small and spe- 
cialist retailers who pay less. 

“The supermarkets know a 
national minimum wage will 
push out smaller units and di- 
rect custom towards them. They 
are not displeased,” he said. 

An even broader range of 
businesses would face knock-on 
effects if the minimum wage was 
set above the bottom of Lheir 
pay scales. Any attempt to re- 
store differentials would raise 
pay at all levels. This effect 


could be considerable in areas 
such as local authorities and mo- 
tor-vehicle retail and repair, 
where there are graduated skill- 


related pay scales, 
firm 


The firms co-operating with 
the EPI told Mr Bayliss their re- 
sponse could range from pass- 
ing on higher costs to customers 
to cutting; jobs in industries 
like retailing where stiff com- 
petition made it impossible to 
raise prices. Some said a mini- 
mum wage would create a 
strong incentive to switch work 
to the “informal" economy. 

Many were concerned that a 


minimum wage would not sim- 
ply set a floor to wages, but 
would be used to raise the in- 
comes of the low-paid relative 
to the average over time. 

The employers also raised 
practical concerns, such as 
whether a lower training rate for 
young employees would be al- 
lowed, whether the introduction 
of a national minimum wage 
would be phased in and how it 
would be enforced. They voiced 
strong opposition to a new set 
of government inspectors, and 
some suggested using the na- 
tional insurance inspectorate. 


Three more firms 
to seek flotations 




. t 


'"-••at 
• ** 
*■. . \ 


NIGEL COPE 


Three companies announced 
plans to seek stock market list- 
ings yesterday, including a man- 
ufacturer of satellite and cable 
TV decoders and a lingerie re- 
tailer that hopes to open more 
than 100 stores in the UK over 
the next few years. 

. Separately, Nigel Whittaker, 
the former Kingfisher director 
who left the retail group in a 
boardroom clear-out last year, 
has emerged as non-executive 
chairman of Cardcast, a com- 
pany that specialises in com- 
bating credit card fraud. 

Shares in the company were 
priced at 85p last month and 
start trading on the Alternative 
Investment Market today. 
Cardcast has developed a data- 
base of stolen cards which It 
communicates electronically to 
retaflere' computer systems. It 
is raising £1.7m from the float. 
The company declined to reveal 
Mr Whittaker’s salary or how 
much lime he would be spend- 
ing with the group. 

Pace Micro Systems, which 
claims to be Europe's largest 
maker of satellite receivers, is 
the largest of the new listings an- 



a float that will value the com- 
pany at around £200m. 


The company develops, 
makes and distributes receivers 
and decoders for satellite and 
cable television transmissions. 

It was founded in 1982 and is 
still wholly owned by its four 
main directors inducting chair- 
man David Hood, who owns 64 
per cent, and chief executive 
Barry Rubery, who controls 26 
per cent 

Peter Morgan, former direc- 
tor general of the Institute df 
Directors and former chair- 
man of the electricity Compaq 

Swalec, was appointed as nott- ' 
executive chairman of Pace last 
month. ' \ 

Minguard Medica, a Guild- 
ford-based bio-pharmaceutical, 
hopes to raise £40m from a float 
cm the main market next montlL 
No ordinary shares are beinjg 
sold. The placing with institu- 
tions and other investors will 
enable the company to con- 
centrate on the development . 
and commercialisation of drags, - 
rather than their discovery, the 
company says. 

La Senza, the lingerie and 
sleepwear chain, confirmed 
plans to seek a listing on AIM 
in a float that wfll raise £15m. 

Formed in Canada In 1990, it 
has been testing stores in the 
UK for the last 16 months. It has 
22 shops in Britain but hopes to 
extend the number to more than 
100 over the next few years. 
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LEADEP », THE 

APPLICATION OF 
CIE.NCE. TECHNOLOGY 
AND ENGiNFFBIHC 



Sales of £876m show 14% increase 
despite difficult economic conditions 
and unprecedentedly high levels of 
raw material Increases. 


Profit of £48 ,4m on continuing 
operations only marginally below 
the 1994 result 


SERVING THE 
FINISHING. 
TRANSPORTATION. 
■'PPASEL. PACKAGING. 
ENGINEERING AND 
N3USTRIAL. MARKETS 


Restructuring programme. Including 
selective cfl vestments, on schedule. 



Product innovation plus developments , 
in USA and Eastern Europe, augurs „ . 
wen for an improving situation. • _ r - 
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Railtrack sale is straight off the back of a lorry 


'What better way to 
whet the appetite of 
investors than to 
"complain they are 
being offered 
outrageous dividends. 
Well done, Clare’ 


D id SBC Warburg set a trap for Clare 
Short, with its little wheeze of payin<* 
a £69m dividend out of Iasi year's Railtrack 
profits, earned while the company was in the 
public sector? 

She described the initiative, confirmed in 
yesterday’s prospectus, as a “monstrous out- 
rage and who knows, from a moral per- 
spective she may well be right. But it cer- 
tainly hasn't done prospects for this most 
controversial of privatisations any harm. 

On the contrary, it served to underline the 
generosity of the post-privatisation dividend 
policy, giving another kick to the smoothly 
orchestrated marketing campaign. What 
belter way to whet the appetite of investors 
than to complain they arc being offered out- 
rageous dividends. Well done. Care. 

Tbgctherwith the £3Um interim next Fcb- 
ruaiy, the dividend commitment will bring 
a handsome 12-month return of 11-12 per 
cent on the 190p part-paid shares. And 
there is plenty more where that came from. 
Private investors get the first instalment at 
a discount to the institutional offer. The 
result is that the total first-year return is 
approaching 20 per cent - tax free for those 
who use Peps - or about four times as much 
as from a building society. 

Furthermore, the second instalment is 
payable in a new tax year, allowing those 
who want to fill their hoots - and their sin- 
gle company Peps - with Railtrack to use a 
full two years of allowances. Bar giving this 
company away, the Government could 


scarcely have done more to ensure a suc- 
cessful issue. 

These share incentives are only part of the 
investment story. The regulator has also 
agreed that Railtrack can keep 75 per cent 
of property profits above those already 
taken into account in setting track access 
charges. More important than both of 
these, the regulatory regime, setting track 
access charges at inflation minus 2 per cent 
from now on. is a good deal less onerous 
than might it might have been. 

Furthermore, the sting has been taken out 
of the performance regime which in theory 
should be forcing Railtrack to pay com- 
pensation for any mishaps that delay trains. 
In the first couple of years. Railtrack will 
be reimbursed for almost all the penalties 
incurred, and they will not be frilly phased 
in until after the end of the century. 

U was always inevitable that Railtrack 
would be priced to sen rather than to max- 
imise revenue for the taxpayer. As it is, the 
Government has chosen to knock the shares 
out as if they had fallen off the back of a 
lorry. Labour's bluster won’t hall this one. 

Flexible labour makes 
for a feel-bad factor 

A t the Lille jobs summit earlier this 
month, ministers and officials went out 
of their way to extol the benefits of the flex- 
ible, deregulated labour market. However, 


there is at least one aspect of Britain’s ap- 
proach lo the jobs market that Kenneth 
Garke will not be boasting of to his Euro- 
pean counterparts, and that is its tendency 
to deliver a lower tax take than the old “jobs- 
for-lifc’’ way of organising things. Gove ru- 
men i figures later this week are expected to 
confirm that public borrowing last financial 
year was at least £3bn higher than the Trea- 
sury forecast at the time of the last_ Budget 
and some £llbn higher than predicted 18 
months ago. This is only in part due to the 
Treasury's notoriously unreliable forecast- 
ing record. Nor is it wholly accounted for 
by the Government’s failure to deliver 
promised cuts in public spending. The vil- 
lain is a much lower tax take than anticipated. 

Both the Treasury and Customs & Excise 
have begun inquiries into how the}' could 
have gone so badly awry. The answer is 
likely to be that it wasn’t really their fault; 
the economy has changed so fundamentally 
that it doesn't behave as it used to. Just as 
ibis has been a recovery without the feel- 
good factor, for much the same reasons it 
has also been a recovery without the 
expected rise in tax yield. It is not just in the 
area of corporation tax and VAT -where the 
accountants ha vc been working overtime to 
minimise returns - that the tax take is falling 
short of expectations. Across the board, tax 
yields have been lower than they should 
have been for this stage of the recovery. 

This in turn may have been caused by the 
changing nature of the workplace. Well- 


paid, full-lime jobs that deliver reliable and 
predictable returns to the Inland Revenue 
continue to be shed at a frightening pace. 
As often as not they are replaced by lower- 
paid, often temporary, part-time work. 
Meanwhile the black economy is blossom- 
ing in a way that partly compensates for the 
lower earnings to be had out of legitimate 
employment. (The Government denies this 
but the wealth of anecdotal evidence sug- 
gests otherwise). Furthermore, because 
continued job insecurity (the most potent 
feature of the feel-bad factor) discourages 
spending, indirect tax such as VAT is not 
growing at the rate it should. 

Large corporations with their state of the 
art tax-avoidance techniques make an easy 
and politically beguiling explanation for 
poor tax returns but they are only a minor 
part of the problem. When Kenneth Garke 
next urges our Continental partners to 
adopt the Anglo-Saxon approach to labour 
markets, he had better warn them; it won't 
make their task of meeting the Maastricht 
criteria on public borrowing any easier. 

Too little, too late 
for building societies 

A 5 the stampede from mutuality contin- 
ues, the Government’s efforts to provide 
special conservation status for the endan- 
gered budding society movement look in- 
creasingly irrelevant. 


John Burke, chief executive of Bristol & 
J West, which yesterday announced its sale 
to the Bank of Ireland, ngbtiy described them 
as “too little, too late”. The answer io the 
question, can they be saved, is being loudly 
trumpeted by the market, and sounds very 
much like “certainly not”. While, no doubt, 
a few well-rooted regional societies wfll re- 
main, relics of a byegone age, the days of 
building societies as a significant part of sav- 
ings and lending in Britain are rapidly be- 
ing counted ,, 

Is this a mistake we will all come to 
regret? Ace we standing by while some 
inherently superior form of doing business 
is being mushed by the brute force of cap- 
italism on the rampage, as some of the more 
melodramatic of the stakeholder apologists 
would have us fear? Surely not. 

Markets by their very nature evolve, and 
those firms that thrive are the ones that best 
achieve the difficult balance of keeping cus- 
tomers, employees and shareholders or 
stakeholders happy, whatever the form or 
label given to then way of doing business. 
More ridiculous, however, is the alarmist 
suggestion that these once cautious busi- 
nesses. as soon as they convert to pic sta- 
tus. will lose their heads in profligate lend- 
ing sprees, sowing the seeds of a UK 
savings and loans disaster of US or Japan- 
ese proportions. 

Building societies never offered a 
panacea against poor management, just as 
pics are no recipe for disaster. 


In Brief 


• Coats Viyella. the textiles group, is to cut 2,70(1 jobs in the UK 
and India as pan of a £50m re-structuring programme announced 
earlier this year. Around 1300 of the redundancies will take place 
in the UK over the next two to three years. The company has yet 
to disclose details of the cuts though it has large factories in the 
East Midlands, Northern Ireland and West Scotland. A further 
1,400 voluntary redundancies are to be sought in India. Hie com- 
pany blamed intense competition from lower-cost international 
producers for the action. 

• The UK venture capital industry enjoyed a bumper year in 1995 
with investment try UK firms up by 22 per cent to £2bn. According 
to a survey by the British Venture Capital Association, invest- 
ment in the East Midlands rose by nearly four-and-balf times in 
1995. The South-east share of the total investment remained con- 
stant at 34 per cent. Scotland remained popular with venture 
capitalists with more companies per thousand receiving invest- 
ment there than in any other UK region. The South-west had the 
lowest number. 

•Time Warner, the media and entertainment group, reported 
a deeper first-quarter loss because of sluggish music sales and 
higher costs relating to several large cable acquisitions. Operat- 
ing losses of $93m (£62m) compared with a $4 7m loss a year ear- 
lier, were greater than analysts had been expecting. Sales in the 
music division were down as retailers cut prices and the direct 
marketing business was also weak. Group sales rose 17 per cent 
to S4-56bn. 

•The Takeover Pand is investigating certain valuations used by Red- 
land in its bid for Ennemix, the aggregates company. The investi- 
gation follows a complaint by Ennemix about statements made by 
Redland in a document that questioned its net asset valuation. The 
dispute centres on a valuation carriedout by Grimley, the chartered 
surveyors. The panel’s executive said it is (focussing tfic 


surveyors. The panel's executive said it is dEcussmg the matters with 
the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors. Redland has bid 32p 
per share for Ennemix, valuing the company at £5-8m. 

• John Melbonrn has been appointed a non-executive director 
of Tesco, the supermarkets group. Mr Melboum is a director and 
deputy group chief executive of National Westminster Bank. 

City Diary, page 28 

• KS Bfomedix. the fledgling biotechnology group, has announced 
the start of phase II dim cal trials of its rheumatoid arthritis drug, 
CBF-BS2. The results of the double blind trial involving 120 pa- 
tients are due by June next year, but preliminary results are ex- 
pected at the end of 1996. Earlier preliminary studies showed 
76 per cent of a sample of 33 patients registered an improve- 
ment after treatment with the compound- The estimated mar- 
ket for this type of rheumatoid arthritis drug is said lo be worth 
$lbn a year. 


Imro to shake up 
high-risk firms 


JOHN BSENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Imro, the City watchdog, yes- 
terday announced a radical 
plan to lighten the supervision 
of responsible firms to focus on 
those judged a high risk to in- 
vestors. Imro, which mainly 
regulates the fund manage- 
ment industry, also called for 
a national campaign to educate 
people about investment after 
research revealed a “lamenta- 
ble level of ignorance in the 
majority of investors". 

Phillip Thorpe, chief execu- 
tive said: “We are now looking 
at a population that must make 
decisions about retirement, 
health, housing and education 
where in the past we may have 
been able to rely on the state 
for assistance. But we cannot 
expect people to take respon- 
sibility for difficult financial 
decisions without sufficient 
understanding." 

Mr Thorpe said Imro’s pro- 
posals were based on reward- 
ing firms that put investors first 
by easing the burden of exter- 
nal regulation. Those that had 
proved themselves worthy of 
trust would be expected to 
take on increased internal 
compliance commitments. 

Imro will introduce the new 
regulatory proposals through a 
pilot project that will run into 
next year, involving 50 firms se- 
lected from a broad cross-sec- 
tion of its 1.100 member firms. 

“While, inevitably, there will 


he firms and individuals that 
will continue to respond only 
lo discipline, the majority of 
firms have a capacity to re- 
spond to more positive forms 
of encouragement.* 1 Mr 
Thorpe said. 

Conceding that there was a 
high risk to Imro should the ex- 
periment back-fire, Mr Thor- 
pe said the watchdog would be 
most careful about the firms it 
selected. 

If the pilot proves successful, 
the idea is to move quickly to 
a tailored form of regulation 
for the substantial majority of 
Imro members. 

“After all, it is only about 10 
per cent of our firms that seem 
to be chronically unable to 
meet the good investment cri- 
teria. and it is on them we wish 
to concentrate our efforts," 
he said. 

The criteria for inclusion in 
Imro’s new project include a 
good regulatory history, strong 
internal compliance, sound fi- 
nances. and above all an as- 
sessment that the firm poses a 
low ride to investors. Imre's risk 
assessment will remain confi- 
dential 

"We are very resistant to the 
idea of handing out risk ratings, 
that is not our business,’ said 
Mr Thorpe. 

Those firms allowed lighter 
regulation will receive more 
frequent, but shorter visits 
from Imro, and will be allowed 
a greater opportunity for self- 
correction. 


Alongside the proposed 
changes in the way it conducts 
regulation. Imro said there 
was an urgent, national need 
for promoting investor aware- 
ness. Research last year 
showed investors continue to 
have a poor understanding of 
investments generally. 

Mr Thorpe said Imro hoped 
to combine with other regula- 
tors, consumer bodies and 
educational authorities to start 
initiatives. Noting that in the 
US. trade bodies sponsor com- 
petitions in schools, Mr Thor- 
pe said increasing finan cial 
awareness needed to begin at 
a much earlier stage. 



The finalists in Veuve Cflcquof s business 
woman of the year contest were an- 
nounced today. The three finalists pic- 
tured here are (from left): Linda Allen, 
managing director of Norfolk-based 
Howard Long International, which pre- 
pares food for supermarkets and restau- 
rants; Rosalyn Wilton, managing director 


of Reuters Transaction Products, and An- 
noushka Ducas, managing director of jew- 
ellery and giftware company Links of 
London. The other two finalists are Janet 
Holmes a Court, chairman of the Stoll 
Moss Theatres Foundation, and Maiy-Lor- 
raine Hughes, managing director of Stoke 
on Trent-based Portmeirion Potteries. 
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YOUR 
BILLS 
TO GAS 
MARK 
LOW 


If you’re currently spending more than £1 100 a year on 
gas, our ample recipe could cut your bills dramatically. 

■ Take one telephone. Dial our number. Discover how 
much you could save by switching to low cost gas from 
Amerada. 

With no new pipes or roadworks, there’ll be no 
disruption or inconvenience. Call us now and there’ll be 
,do need to simmer when you get your next bill. 


RMERRDR HESS BRS 

GALL 0500 00 11 00 


BRINGING LOW COST 
GAS TO YOU 


BRISTOL 

& WEST 



AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
FOR MEMBERS 


OF BRISTOL & WEST 


As you may already know, the Board of the Bristol & West Building Society yesterday 


announced that it intends to recommend to Members that Bristol 6r West should become 


part of Bank of Ireland Group. 


Customers of Bristol & West are being sent a Notice explaining the reasons for the 


decision together with a leaflet. Answers to Your Questions. 


A free Information Line has been set up on 0800 886633. Lines will be open from 


8.00 am to 8.00 pm Monday to Friday and 8.00 am to 1.00 pm on Saturdays. 


Full details about the transaction will be circulated in due course in a Transfer 


Document for consideration at a Special General Meeting of the Society when eligible 


Members will have the opportunity to vote on the proposal. 


Members should note, however, that no decisions are to be taken 


on this matter at the Society’s Annual General Meeting on 19 April 1996. 
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business 


Amey finds new road to success 

The Investment Column 


Shares in Amey. the UK’s fourth- 
Jargesi road-builder, have suffered in 
line with the Government's U-turn on 
the road programme. But Amey has 
continued to prosper, even if the mar- 
ket has not noticed until recently. The 
shares were re invigorated last month 
by news Amey was paying £15m for 
Western Infrastructure Maintenance 
Company, one of British Rail s seven 
maintenance operations. That looks a 
knock-down price for a group with 
profits of £14.8ra last year and is 
cheap when account is taken of various 
extra charges likely to reduce profits 
to a continuing level of £5m-£6m. 

As Neil Ashley, chairman, com- 
mented yesterday, WIMU represents 
a "quantum leap" in Amey '5 facilities 
management and maintenance busi- 
ness. Already providing 61 per cent of 
last year’s profits of £5.32m- it will in- 
crease the contribution from facilities 
management to 76 per cent. By con- 
trast, roads represent less than a third 
of the group’s business. 

The group has been moving away 
from its roots in traditional construc- 
tion since at least 1991, when it first 
dipped its toe into facilities manage- 
ment Last year it picked up the £20m- 
a-year contract to manage a huge 
chunk of the operations of the city of 
Portsmouth. The increased mix of 
fee-related business from the Ports- 
mouth work, plus the maturing of ear- 
lier contracts, helped margins in 
facilities management more than dou- 
ble to 4.1 per cent last year, despite 
turnover and capital employed falling 
in the division. 

Mr Ashley expects the business to 
double this year and his contacts with 
senior Labour politicians suggest there 
is little threat from a new socialist gov- 
ernment to the continued growth of 
outsourcing in slate and local author- 
ity operations. As well as maintaining 
870 kilometres of important roads, new 
areas for Amey could involve aircraft 
maintenance for the RAF. while an an- 
nouncement on the acquisition of spe- 
cialist health consultancy in the 
environment, health and safely area is 
expected before the end of the month. 

Elsewhere, Amey's membership of 
the Autolink consortium with Taylor 
Woodrow and Sir Robert McAlpine 
has yet to meet with success in bidding 
for the Government’s new generation 
of design, build, finance and operate 
contracts. But an announcement on the 
Croydon tram project is due this week 
and Amey has high hopes of winning 
work on the A19 and M6 routes. 

Profits of £9.7m this year, including 
around £4.5 m from WIMU. would put 
the shares, unchanged at 194p. on a for- 
ward multiple of 9. Given low barriers 
to entry and a claimed £100bn market. 
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facilities management will become in- 
creasingly competitive, but Amey's 
head start leaves it well placed. The 
shares remain attractive, although the 
market is tight 


BAA cashes in 
on dwell time 


Yesterday’s passenger traffic figures 
from BAA were hardly earth 
shattering but they do represent a 
steady trend. March figures were up 
11 per cent on the same month last 
year, following February’s 12 per cent 
advance. 

The improvements have provided 
a welcome boost for the share price, 
which had been suffering from a 
period of weakness last year as a re- 
sult of weak passenger numbers dur- 
ing the hot s umm er. After bottoming 
out at 465p in December they have 
now risen to 547p, up 2p yesterday, 
and several analysts t hink there is 
more left to come. 

While March's figures were boosted 


by pre-Easter traffic build-up, there 
were a number of strong perfor- 
mances from BAA's seven airports, 
which indicate underlying strength 
rather than one-off boosts. 

Stausted increased its passenger 
numbers by 40 per cent due to an in- 
crease in Insh traffic and a number of 
new carriers using the airport Gatwick 
also improved by nearly 20 per cent 
due to an increase in US and Euro- 
pean flights. An increase in the num- 
ber of flights to Africa should also 
boost Gatwick’s figures for March. 

The key point is that passenger num- 
bers are only part of the story. Retail 
spending during passenger “dwell 
time” is now a significant revenue 
stream for BAA and accounted for 
£3 13m of group net-income at the 
nine-month stage. 

BAA is getting better and belter at 
persuading Ioose-walleted tourists to 
part with their cash at its airport 
shops and has 262,000 more square 
feet of retail space coming on stream 
by 1998. 

Other issues that had been acting as 
a brake on the BAA share price also 
seem to troubling City heads less 


these days, notably the continuing 
Monopolies Commission review of 
airport charges. 

Klein wort Benson has not changed 
its forecasts and is still expecting 
profits of £418m for the 12 months to 
hist March, to be reported in June, and 
£460m for the current year. That 
puts the shares on a forward rating of 
18, dropping to 16. Not cheap, but 
worth holding. 


Soros on Soros, 
from the horse’s 



AMEY ; at a glance 


Market value: £54 5m. share price 194p 


Five-Year record 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

Tenwrer ffiri) 






Pre-tax profits (Era) 

2.97 

2.16 

2.16 

5.12 

5.32 

Earnings per share (pence) ; 

: .flfe/;. 





Dividends per share (pence) 

n/a 

rVa 

n/a 

4.5 

7.1 


Profit by activity (£m) 



Share price pence 


200 



1994 


1995 


1996 


Fry pale after 
demise of BES 

Johnson Fry was a name to conjure with 
when the business expansion scheme 
was at its height, but has become a pale 
shadow of its former self since the end- 
ing of the scheme in 1993. However, 
the ebullient Charles Fry who led the 
business in the glory days of the 1980s 
has had plenty of experience of snatch- 
ing victory from the jaws of defeat Thir- 
ty months ago he rescued the remains 
of JF from the ruin of LIT Holdings, 
the financial conglomerate into which 
it was reversed in 1989. 

Yesterday Johnson Fiy confirmed its 
continuing recovery, despite an- 
nouncing pre-tax profits cut from 
£4.1Sm to £Z,88ra in the year to De- 
cember. The figures were inevitably dis- 
torted by the ending of the BES 
scheme. JF pulled in £25 Om to invest 
in decaying repossessed property in the 
dying days of the scheme and picked 
up a 10 per cent fee for managing a 
£30m refurbishment which gave a one- 
off boost to the 1994 figures. 

The legacy of the BES is that the group 
has been left with managing a £900m 
property portfolio, half of which is re- 
possessed, which it will be looking to 
liquidate in two years when the rules 
allow. That will tut revenues when the 
time comes, but the good news is that 
many of the properties are likely to 
prove unsaleable m the current climate 
and so at least some of the management 
contracts will continue. 

JF is also in the running for a slice of 
the work managing the £2bn housing 
estate of the Ministry of Defence 
when it goes out to tender. 
Meanwhile, the group's more tradi- 
tional areas of (beaming up new fi- 
nancial products and managing other 
people's money go from strength to 
strength. Funds under management up 
from £270m in 1994 to over £400m now 
look well on then way to the target of 
£lbn in three years. 

Profits this year of £3 -5m would put the 
shares, up 12p at 154p, on a prospec- 
tive p/e ratio of 9. Reasonable value, 
but the market is thin. 


City Diary 


Anyone who enjoyed the au- 
tobiography, Soros on Soros, 
by George Soros, the billion- 
aire hedge-fund entrepre- 
neur, may wish to listen to 
the book’which has now- 
been transferred to four au- 
dio cassettes and read by - 
George Soros. 

A review wifl appear as 
soon as we can persuade 
someone to listen all the way 
through it 

Pulses were raised at a nor- 
mally sober institutional fund 
manager s yesterday when it 
received a copy of the 1995 
Sherwood Group annual re- 
port and accounts. 

The Nottingham-based 
lace and garments maker has 
included, alongside the 
normal facts and figures, two 
glossy colour triple-pull-out 
photos of glamorous young 
female models wearing, 
quite frankly, not that much 
apart from the company’s 
lingerie. 


John Willcock 

“This is normally a very 
bad sign that the company 
wants to distract you from 
some pretty dire results m 
the back of the report, one 
fund manager said yesterday. 
“But actually Sherwood did 
quite well." 

John Mdboarn, who retires 
as deputy group chief execu- 
tive of National Westminster 
Bank this year, was yesterday 
made a non-executive direc- 
tor of Tesco. Mr Melboum, 
58, has been a Life-long 
NaiWest man, and spent the 
last few years dealing with 
the bank’s big corporate 
lending. , 

As such he was the bank s 
main negotiator with the late 
Robert Maxwell, and played 
a big pan in clearing up the 
mess when the Maxwell busi- 
ness empire collapsed. 

Tesco should be a lot 
quieter. 

Now it can be told. The re- 



The following missive plopped onto the Diary’s desk yester- 
day: “With the increasingly global nature of fraud a new sur- 
vey has highlighted a list of potential fraud ‘hot spots' which 
contains some surprising findings. The survey carried oat by 
international accountants KPMG in 18 countries spanning 
five continents, identified the US, Singapore (above) and 
Italy among potential fraud ‘hot spots'.” Not that much of a 
surprise about Singapore. Wasn’t that the place where a mere 
£600m disappeared last year from Barings Bank courtesy of 
Nick Leeson — now in jafi for, urn, fraud? 


cent decision by Halifax 
Building Society to damp 
SBC Wirbutg as its adviser 
during the run-up to its float 
prompted a buzz of specula- 
tion in City parlours. 

Now its appears that the 

“straw which broke the 
camel's back” for Hahfax 
was when it was told by SBC 
Warburg that the bank was 
advising Bank of Ireland 
on its bid for Bristol & 'West. 
The prospect of “business 
trips” to Dublin must be am- 
ple recompense to the chaps 
at SBC TRferburg. 

Brian Wright joined JP Mor- 
gan straight from Cambridge 
in 1972. 

It was therefore quite a 
coup for BZW to poach him 
yesterday, to become the in- 
vestment bank’s chief credit 
Officer within its risk man- €■ 
agement division. 

Mr Weight, 46, has experi- 
ence in risk management at 
JF Management as well as 
stints in energy and project 
finance in Singapore, Aus- 
tralia and the US. 

Mr Weight is also a keen 
local historian, having 
contributed several chapters 
to a history of Bath, the 
historic West Country spa 
town. 

More appointments: “J R 
Compton, the manufacturer 
of teabags and other iong-fi- 
bred papers which was a . - 
£100m management buyout 
backed by 3i and Schroder 
Ventures, from De La Rue in 
September 1995 has appoint- 
ed Adrian Buckmaster as 
non-executive chairman." 

Long-fibred paper, eh? 
Whoever would have 
thought it. Brings to mind 
Molins, the company lhat 
makes the machines which 
produce pyramid-shaped 
teabags. 

Molins us also the world’s 
largest maker of small and 
medium-sized cigarette-mak- 
ing machines. 

Not many people know 
that 
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Hardy Oil & Gas sells US operations 


John Walmsley; Initiated 
the streamlining at Hardy 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Hardy Oil & Gas has sold its US 
operations for $179m (£U8m), 
with most of the business going 
to a company backed by Enron 
Corporation, the giant US 
energy group. 

The move is part of a stream- 
lining of the group initiated by 
John Walmsley, the former fi- 
nance director of Enterprise Oil 
who became managing director 
at the end of 1994. Last year 


Hardy got rid of its Canadian 
assets and an interest in the for- 
ties field in the North Sea. It has 
announced plans to withdraw 
from the Netherlands, Libya, 
Algeria and Namibia. 

Acquiror, a new company fi- 
nanced by Enron Capital and 
Trade Resources, is effectively 
paying S171m for Hardy Oil & 
Gas USA. The sale wifl in- 
clude proven reserves of 21.7m 
barrels of oil equivalent, plus a 
further 6.8m barrels of proba- 


bly reserves. Separately, a fur- 
ther 2.6m barrels is to be sold 
by Hardy USA to a third party 
for $8m. 

The sale price is equivalent 
to $7.37 per proved barrel of oil 
equivalent or $5.76 when prob- 
able reserves are taken into ac- 
count. Hardy said the disposal 
would lead to a write off of 
£7.7m, but would eliminate 
borrowings, while the group 
would retain exposure to oper- 
ations in the Gulf of Mexico 


through options to participate 
in certain exploitation oppor- 
tunities. 

Douglas Baker, chairman, 
described the sales as “a major 
step forward in the strategic re- 
focusing we began last year". Mr 
Baker said the group was in 
talks on several deals aimed at 
expanding its current portfolio 
of oil and gas fields. 

Cash raised from yesterday’s 
sale would help to develop 
those fields, but also strength- 


en the group's hand in talks to 
expand elsewhere, Mr Baker 
said. 

“The objective of the firm has 
always been to grow, so we 
would certainly be looking to 
bring in new assets over time. 

“You would start to see the 
green shoots of that (policy) 
over the next six montns," he 
added. 

Baker declined to name any 
specific areas where the group 
was seeking deals. 
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14.3m (13.4iiil 

1.57m (1.18m) 

5.3p (42p) 
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This week and 
every week, 

Section Two has a 
new look, with more 
pages, new features, 
a daily radio column 
and an expanded 
listings section 
providing Britain’s 
most comprehensive 
daily guide to going 
out 


Monday 


0B 

A new regular section, Family Life, that deals with the 
interests and problems of parents and children. Julie 
Myerson’s column also focuses on home life 
Plus: a new series - Do we need? - which challenges 
the icons of modem Britain 
And, every, Monday unrivalled coverage of the 
expanding world of information technology in our . 
Network pull-out section. 


avdnS|M«1 

A 24-page tabloid section with all the action from the 
weekend's sporting action. Plus: the Monday interview 
in which a leading; figure comes under the microscope, 
an unbeatable results service, gossip, speculation and 
fact from behind the scenes and the best in sports 
photography. 


OB 


Tuesday 


Health: how wearing a virtual reality helmet could help 
cure phobias and other psychological problems. 

Plus: flaty nails are not simply a problem for the vain 


but a sign of ill-health, so what can be done about 
them? Also on Tuesday, fashion, architecture, visual 
arts and media. 
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on 

Bridget Jones's diary continues to chronicle the 
encounters and exquisite embarrassments in the life 
of Britain's most-read spinster. 

Plus: the midweek travel section, your money, finance 


and law. in our back pages, Martin Newell, Britain's 
leading rock poet, and Neil Kerber, one of the 
country’s funniest cartoonists, present their views of 
the modem world. 


B—daw 

B WHOMBJ. 


Ofl 

All our regular features, including Virginia Ironside's 
Dilemmas, John Walsh's column, plus film, education 


and graduate plus. In the back pages, William 
Hartston's history of the world in 10V2 inches 


Ofl 


24Seven - a new 20-page pull-out-and-keep 
entertainment and listings section, including a 
complete day-by-day planner for the week ahead, plus 


seven-day TV, radio and satellite listings, ticket offers 
and informed comment on the week’s highlights. Plus: 
eight pages of pop and classical music 
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Germany marks time as the dollar finds its level - 
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N ormalisation is one of those 
English words used only by 
people to whom English is not a first 
language, bni you can see why Hans 
Tieimeyer, president of the Bun- 
desbank, was employing it at the 
weekend to describe the recent de- 
cline of the mark. Por the surge in 
the mark over the Iasi year has been 
quite abnormal and recent declines 
nave gone only some way to restor- 
ing it to a level German exporters 
find acceptable. Indeed, if you 
wanted to find one single reason for 
the new recession in Germany the 
strength of the mark must be at the 
top of the pile. 

Yesterday the currency fell further, 
breaking through key chart levels 
, against the dollar of DM 1.5075 and 
DM1 .5065, leading to suggestions 
that “normalisation” still has a long 
way to run. 

When currencies refuse to do 
what they ought rationally to be do- 
ing, the obvious questions are: how 
long can they behave in this way. and 
how much damage will they cause 
meanwhile? When currencies behave 
as they ought to. the questions are: 
will they continue to correct, will they 
stop, or will they overshoot; and how 
quickly will previous damage be re- 
I paired? 

It is time now to start applying 
these second set of questions to the 
key tripartate currency relationship 
of the world, that between the dol- 
lar, the mark and the yen. 

The background to these question 
is set out in the left-hand graph; as 
you can see there has been a sharp 
and sustained recovery of the dollar 
against the yen since April of last 
year, taking place in two phases. 
There was a bounce from June/July 
through to September, then a steady 
consolidation to the present. 
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Against the mark, however, while 
the trough of the dollar was less pro- 
nounced. there has been only the 
most muted of recoveries: we are not 
yet back to the level of the beginning 
of last year. 

Determining the “right" level for 
currencies is always a black art, and 
the dollar rate is in any case a crude 
proxy for any currency's value. But 
there is a common-sense case to be 
made that the doHar/yen rate of close 
to Y1 10 gives the Japanese economy 
a chance to stage a recovery, where- 
as the DM1.50 rate is still damaging 
to the German one. 

That would square with what 
seems to be happening. A Japanese 
recovery, still desperately fragile, at 
last seems to be taking place; but the 
German economy has been pushed 


charts - are now looking for the dol- 
lar to climb to around DM1.60 and 
Y120. There are two further argu- 
ments to support this, at least as far 
as the mark is concerned. One is in- 
terest rate differentials. 

The implied forward market fore- 
cast for US interest rates, set out in 
the right-hand chart, shows a climb 
to 6 percent by the end of next year, 
which would certainly underpin any 
such move. 

German interest rates, projected 
on the same basis, are flat through 
most of this year, maybe rising a bit 
towards the end. (Interest rate dif- 
ferentials arc by no means the only 
force governing currencies, but they 
do have a strong influence on them.) 

The other is momentum. It is an 
observable fact that once currencies 


‘Determining the rate of currencies 
has always been a black artf 


back into recession. Theo YvaigeL the 
German finance minister, told his 
EU colleagues at the Verona meet- 
ing last weekend that “there is very 
little chance of 1.5 per cent growth 
this year" and the latest market fore- 
casts put growth at less than 1 per 
cent. 

So the first question: will the cur- 
rencies continue to correct? 

The technical analysis - the peo- 
ple who draw patterns from the 


head solidly in one direction, it 
lakes quite a lot to stop them. The 
dollar is in an upswing, so anyone 
who has bought it in recent months 
will have made money. Human na- 
ture being what it is, dealers have to 
have quite a strong view to want to 
bet against it until new information 
comes along. That is why currencies 
frequently overshoot 
If the normal long-term cyclical 
pattern of the past were repeated. 


one might therefore expect a sus- 
tained, if bumpy, climb of the dol- 
lar for the next couple of years 
before it became obvious that a new 
downtrend would have to begin. My 
own view is that just such a bumpy 
upswing will be sustained, though I 
would hale to be lied down to a 
statement of its likely duration. But 
there are reasonable doubts. 

Some of these come from future 
interest rale movements. Aside from 
showing the forward market projects, 
the right-hand graph also shows 
some other forecasts of dollar and 
mark interest rates from HSBC 
Markets. Other City forecasters 
would also accept that the rise in 
rates implied by the forward markets 
is too sharp. 

These show a very different pat- 
tern: steady US rates through the 
summer of this year, and then falling 
rates from the autumn onwards; and 
more slowly falling mark rates. 

Leave aside the mark forecast and 
focus on the US one, for if that is 
right, it would knock away the in- 
terest rale support for the dollar. 
That would not necessarily reverse 
the dollar’s recovery, but it would 
knock it on the bead. 

Other doubts come from the pol- 
icy-markers: whether officialdom in 
the US, German and Japan wants a 
continued dollar recovery. The yen 
is more affected by Japanese policy 
than the mark by German, and 
while both the ministry of finance and 
the Bank of Japan have been firmly 
in favour of the movement over the 
last year a rate somewhere between 
¥110 and ¥120 may be deemed ap- 
propriate. As for the mark, while the 
remarks of DrTietmcyer suggest that 
a further fell in the mark is welcomed 
there, the Bundesbank certainly 
does not want a weak currency. 


The dollar vs the Hark and the Yen 


US interest rates vs foreign rates 
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As for the US, this is an election 
year, so anything (like an overly- 
strong dollar) which undermined 


assurance is that if the dollar does 
push up to those chart points noted 
above, the officials will start to fry 


Tt is easier to push through unpleasant 
policies if the economy is growing well’ 


economic growth would be particu- 
larly unwelcome. 

In any case the whole American 
policy machine has noted with some 
pride the way in which the soft dol- 
lar has helped sustain a low-inflation 
economic recovery which is the envy 
of Europe and Japan. America wQJ 
not want the surge in the dollar to 
be sustained if it starts hitting US 
jobs. 

What one can say with reasonable 


to cap the dollar, with words, if noth- 
ing more. Is the present rise enough 
to support the Japanese recovery and 
recreate the Continental European 
one? Yes, but only in the sense that 
the dollar is not really the core prob- 
lem in either case. 

In Japan, that remains one of cor- 
porate and banking weakness, cou- 
pled with the need for deregulation 
and tax reform. In France and Ger- 
many problems of unemployment 


are, in part at least, structural. A low- 
er mar t and franc are helpful in that 
they make structural reforms more 
acceptable politically -it is much eas- 
ier to push through unpleasant poli- 
cies if the economy is growing well 
- but that is ail. 

The moral here is surely threefold. 
First, that “normalisation" is im- 
mensely welcome, and that it will be 
even more welcome it if continues 
awhile yeL Second that some further 
dollar rise is likely (which, inciden- 
tally, could mean a pound hack in the 
$1.40 region). 

And third, that if this rise does oc- 
cur it merely creates a set of cir- 
cumstances which make it easier for 
Japan and Europe to make the 
structural changes to their economy 
which they know they have to do; it 
will not of itself solve their problem. 


Foreign Exchange Rates 
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SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


US punters join celebrations as Footsie sets 


records 


-47frr 


. stans prtce, pence 



After dillying and dallying for 
more than two months blue 
chips have at last marched to 
a new peak. 

They moved into uncharted 
territory in February when 
they achieved their seventh 
high of the year. 

Since then, however, the 
leaders have been overshad- 
owed by Lhe performance of 
the less illustrious 2 S 0 shares 
which make up the big sup- 
porting share index. 

This year the back-up pack 
has hit record highs no less 
than 26 times and achieved 
number 27 yesterday with an 
S.7points gain to 4.416.7. 

Tbe FT-SE index, measuring 
the stock market's 100 blue 
chips, stretched to its new high 
with a 23.7 gain to 3,790 3. This 
year Footsie has d im bed 101.2; 
the supporting index is up 
nearly 400. 

Continuing takeover specu- 
lation and the re-emergence of 
lower interest rates hopes pro- 
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vided the type of heady cock- 
tan on which the market 
thrives. 

At least one individual fac- 
tor came into play. SmithKIine 
Beech am, a Footsie con- 
stituent, was traded far the first 
time in its reconstructed form 
and with US buyers piling in 
jumped 27 Sp to 656p. 

US influ ences also came to 
the rescue of Grand Metro- 
politan which has for long un- 
derperformed. Whispers the 
food and drink giant was on tbe 
verge of a big US deal helped 
lift the shares 17p to 446p. But 
there was little flesh on the 
speculation; just what shape 
the rumoured deal, if it mate- 
rialised, would take was un- 
clear. 

Some suggested that Grand- 
met could be thinking of float- 
ing its US Pillsbury food 
operation; others thought it 
could be near to selling its loss- 
making eye-care chain. Pearl. 
Rank Organisation was an- 


rs- 
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other to feel the power of 
American connections. The 
planned flotation of the glittery 
Planet Hollywood restaurant 
chain could, it was suggested. 


mg a "quote for its extensive 
restaurant interests, particu- 
larly the Hard Rock Cafe op- 
eration. It was enough to lift 
the shares 8p to 525p. 

Sears, tbe struggling retail- 
er, missed the fun. A 21 mil- 
lion trade by Merrill Lynch 
ruffled sentiment and seemed 
to prompt stories of manage- 
ment changes. 

The securities house bought 
shares at 94p from one insti- 
tution, placing them with an- 
other at 95 jp. 


BMC, the aggregate and 
cement group, remained in 
demand, gaining 24p to l,093p- 
It is a big beneficiary of the 
feel-good factor which is seep- 
ing into the market and should 
score from any cut in German 
interest rates on Thursday 
when it is doe to announce 
year’s figures. Around £321m 
against £2833m is expected 
Others with building inter- 
ests finned although Beazer 
Homes, said to be near to 
buying P&CPs Boris building 
off-shoot, shaded 3p to 198p. 
p&O confirmed it had a big 
disposal programme under 
way when it reported its results 
last month. At that time it said 
its intention was to float the 


Boris business. P&O tapped ^p 
to 616p. 

Bisons, ahead of an analysts 

meeting today, firmed 4p to 
489p; Elys, the WimWedcn de- 
partment store, held at 56<^i as 

battle bidder Panther Seani- 
ties said it had the support of 
48.45 per cent of the ca p i ta l. 

Oils eased after then: recent 
excitement although Hardy 
03 & Gas, selling its US op- 
erations, rose I2p to 252p. 

Hotels were bnoyed by 
strong trading at Stakis and Ar- 
cadian International. Queens 
Meat Houses continued what 
most experts regard as its as- 
tonishing progress with a 4 jp 
gafn to 29.75p, a new high, in 
busy trading. Friendly Hotels, 
reflecting its US-inspired trans- 
formation, put on 16p to 168p. 
Arcadian added 3p to 48p. 

British Biotech, with tbe 
removal of tbe Japanese share 
overhang, gained 120p to 
2,4S5p and Boots, on NatWest 
Securities support, rose 4p to 


6l9p. Cable and Wireless 
up I0p to 525p on stones the 
Chinese authorities were un- 
happy about any BT involve- 
ment with Hong Kong 
Tfefccbm. BTwaslitde changed 
at 371P, .. 

Bankof Irdantfs descent on 
the Bristol & West Mdmg So- 
ciety lifted the shares 19p to 
45^> but Renters weakened^ 

few a^jpeis to 751p ahead of 
today’s shareholders’ meeting ‘ 
at which share boy-back spec- 
ulation should be satisfied. 

Eurodis Electronic fell 12p 

to 290p (after 281p) on sug- 
gestions the Swiss groupElek- 
trowatt was haring difficulty 
selling its 42 per cent stake. 

Tbe Swiss had hoped to sell 

to a German group and such 

a deal would have triggered a 

bid under the City’s takeover 
code. 

If the German talks are not 
concluded Eteklrowatt may 
be fenced to place its shares in 
the market. 


TAKING STOCK 


□Arlen, the el«tric^^oup 

nun by entrepreneur Grevwe 
Howard, ispfflng up ca^, ft 
is estimated it could have 
more than flSm in the bmtii. 
Mr Howard has been seaith- 
ing, so Jar without sa*s“®» 


climbed from £3+2m to al- 
most £4m. The shares rose ^ 
2p to 41p, eqnaBing their 12 
month high. 

□BruntdifTe Aggregates, 
where two hostile formerdi- 

rectcHrs havebnilta signifi- 
cant stake, jumped 3p to 
31p, highest for more than a 
yean There is talk of COTpO- - 
rate action. 

□Aegis, the media Iwym 
has been strong since Omni- 
com, a US group, sold its 9 

per cent shareholding earBer 

this month. The price moved 
ahead a further lp to 53Jp 
on suggestions of stake 
bnilding. ■.-*.• 
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Beware of Nell Gwyn gossip 


Racing 


GREG WOOD 


As anyone in Newmarket will 
tell you, this week will see ihe 
seasonal debut of this year’s 
Deity winner, not to mention 
both the Guineas winners and 
the latest sprinting sensation. 
They are probably right, too, but 
there is still one slight problem 
to be overcome before we can 
all set about ruining our book- 
ies. Ask 10 different people, and 
you win get 30 different names. 

If over-optimism were a 
criminal offence, 99per cent of 
the population at Fiat racing's 
Headquarters would currently 
be behind bars, with the re- 
mainder being that tiny minor- 
ity who will actually be proved 
correct And after each Classic, 
do not be surprised if every last 
one of them appears from 
nowhere to tell you smugly, “of 
course, 1 backed him before he 
ran at the Craven meeting". 

Enjoy these days of hope and 
anticipation, for they wfll not be 


with us for long. Remember too 
that, on the opening day of the 
Craven meeting at least the ob- 
viousplace to look for a future 
Classic winner is not necessar- 
ily the best. The Nell Gwyn 
Stakes is generally held to be 
one of the most significant tri- 
als for the 1,000 Guineas, but 
while eight of today's 1 1 runners 
are entered for the fillies’ Clas- 
sic. the latest betting gives only 
one, Bint SalsabU, a serious 
chance in the fillies’ Oassic. 

History, loo, is on the side of 
the doublers, since no Nell 
Gwyn winner has followed up 
in the Guineas since Oh So 
Sharp in 1985, and while 15 run- 
ners have gone on to contest the 
Classic during the 1990s, only 
Sayyedati, who was third in the 
trial in 1993, has succeeded. 
These days, it seems, the best 
fillies wail for the Fred Darling 
at Newbury or, just as prohably , 
arrive back from a revitalising 
winter in Dubai shortly before 
Guineas day itself. 

Certainly, with Bosri Sham 
and Blue Duster solidly rooted 


at the lop of the betting, it will 
require a performance of con- 
siderable merit today if their 
supporters are to start enter- 
taming doubts. Parentage im- 

S lics that Bint Salsabil, by 
lashwan out of Salsabil, the 
1990 Guineas and Oaks winner. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Early morning Light 
(Hexham 345) 

NB: Maid For The Hitts 

(Newmarket 3.40) 


might be the one to do it, but 
fine breeding did not do Lord 
Lucan much good and on the 
balance of her form, Bint 
Salsabil has achieved surpris- 
ingly lit lie. 

A 31b penalty is also no help, 
and Mezzogiorno (next best 
3.40) is u realistic alternative. 
Geoff V/ragg’s CUy was runner- 
up in the Houghton Sales Slakes 
over course and distance last 
year, and is the subject of en- 
couraging muttcrings in the 
pubs and clubs of Newmarket. 


NEWMARKET 


2J0Q WQawander 
Z35 Elsafeet 
3J)5 Passion For Life 
3.40 Mezzogiorno 


HYPERION 
AlSThaQanah 
4.45 White Plains (nb) 
5.20 Sacho 


2t» MRUNG FUME (USA) (243) (Start UcrtarrrMj J Gasten 8 9 , 


2U3 IKJNEST BJE5T (203) (D) llan irohneocu U lornpWB 8 9 .- 

11- MUD FOR 1W HUS (290) (C) (Ows Eta3»! 0 LMCfB 1 JtHu*Ms3 

aifiO-2 MARL 02) IS* Enc Partct) R Atefisa 8 9 S Sorter* 5 

412- MZZD0K)RNO{2B3){0}9*'.RRM((£\GyfeaggB9 MW* 2 

. 163234 MY MEI00Y PftflXES (214) ifas&ti rieftl J Beny 8 9 G Crete 4 

10 214161- THRUMS DAT 0.78) CBtoctretey SfcjtQ N Granam 8 9 OHanfaoiS 

11 1- WUMJMOUim«mOtrSdncMPOap^Hy»i89 J Raid 11 

-11 fed md- 


GOING: Good to Firm. ' 

STALLS: Centre, iau*t< 2.00 ft 4.1.-, far ado. DSaW AJJVANTA.G&. New 
■ Rigu-hand course wfch I m 2f utraigte. 

P C ® as L li ** u>wn 1 X 1 AMW. Bus link from Newmartet taihrav station isenvd by 
London, fOrw a Ones). ADMISSION: CIubiM (JGto 35*«rolte S 8 Cranteumd & Pat 
dodstlOilG ro 25.year«iWs SO i: Silver Ring £3. CAR PARK: Mcmben S 1 : nanamtkrtrcc. 




■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: J G oaten— GO winners from :t3fl runners 
gtrcs o success taiio or I4i*fc and a loss lo b SI level slake oT 570.4!); B Cecil — 49 
winners. 238 mnnew, 20.0%, -430.32; R Hannon — 43 winners, 500 runners. 8 . 0 % - 
5201:28; B HIDa — 31 winners. 263 runners, 12.3V -SS 8 . 4 &. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pat Eddery — 97 winners, 443 rides, 21 JV .£ 7 . 99 ; L Det- 
tori — G7 winners, 477 ndea, 14V -£129.78; W Bwlnbom — &4 winners. 371 rtdrs. 
14.G H, -£ 26.44; W Canon — 49 winner*. 445 rides, 1 1 %, -S5S.70. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: UhaBe Too (4.45). WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Noms- 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Montserrat (3X161 sent 22 miles by LG Carnet! frwn Dul- 
ford. Devon; My Melody Parirea Cl.40| xni 213 alios by J Berry from Oockcrtwn. Lancs. 


OriAl CONSTANT SECURITY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £6 jOOO 
1 added 3V0 lm 4f Penalty Value £Xk269 


KIDNO: 741 BUt saHabl, 9-2 IMd Fflrlba MBs, Itaaodlanio, 5-1 Daitnt Ran, 6-1 WBd At- 
new. »■!% Malnfr FWaas, 1M Hanact Cmm. 12-1 IMBaE Day, 14-1 1MH. 25-1 odm 
M95: Wned 3 8 9 j Ren p 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Myself won Dus last year lor Peter Cnappie-Hyam’is yard and, wan me stable off to a flying 
A a<l and land me the Ma&aka States at Kempton win Sea Spray. WILD RUMOUR could 
acu tfawer hare men if sne nas j tat to find and would pnfer a lor^r detanoe. the Satfefs 
Weils My, fiwoeofffawurse, won her s mge start at two, defeautg Raise Suzanne - wrv 
ner of her precett ng race and a dose third m the Bke Seal on her orrfy other start - haH 
a length at Newbury last September. iMtd Rumu looks certain to piunss and she can 
beat BM SatsabC and Maid For Tho MEa. Btm SatsaDd won her first two races at two be- 
fore a deappointiiig display n the May H*l at Doncaster but che bmnead n®« back to take 
the Group Three Rorsdel Stakes over couse and dstance on her foal start. John Dunlop's 
My has wmlered wok and she shook! go dose despite the 3U>-conces90n all rotmd. Mod 
For The Hds is undefeatBd after two outmgL both ner sot furtongs on the July Course, and 
site should have no trouble staying the extra futong. My Melody Parlies ran Dance Se- 
quence to Ihiee-tsns of a length in the Umther at the big Yorti meeting and on that eftoit 
hokfc TfcrUng Day end Darling fl ue, who mashed fourth and Offs h of nme. Thnling 
Day toter won for a thw nme when Oeebng Resounder less than a length a Doncaster, 
white Ceding name, m no earner dead-heated for second with Dence Sequence m the Cher 
ry Hnton - beaten only hen a length by Applaud - was slowly away at York and should do 
better here. Selection: MU) RUMOUR 


CHS 1 C0NIBBBI (Inks John MsSial P OenM4tan 9 Q_ 

3- LAIHMEtEBBID(UB)(iHiy Sing) M Jams 90 

PEmoUO ca*an M Kabnd l CUm 9 0. 


I Held 10 


QASRU (SheMi Mchaoned Obad A ttNcunu C DlBin 9 D. 

223- SASURU(214) (Lac^i Oppanhemed G Magg 9 0 

stems « AbdUBi) H cox 9 Ci- 


.£m CGORDM 7 

J Warner 8 

MJXtaaneS 


4 AS 


NGK SPARK PLUGS SWAFFHAM HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £8,000 lm 6f Penalty Value £5,692 


C4 


_P*X Eddery 3 


VMBKTDnr Oort Hmori dt VMden) H Ced 9 0 


524- MAMBUCER (2MJ (Mateoun Al MAteun) B Hfe 9 0 

55540- ZftFUfUl 033) (The Fonn Ud) L Mcnogc Hat 9 0 

D- QLOMW® RESTS {171J (The Stowrtgfteeds Partneish^ CAIen8 9. 


JtetDbfayll 

-WRyaal 

II Mil 


421514- SMRMDMO (199) (D) ntAOdlfe) B HAs4 100. 
14123-5 TMLWMN (ID) ID) WCStaiO DtWtems491 
0124112 UNCHM«D(19DMJSmianc$)CBnam483L 


. Dettad 4 


C Wabb (7)6 

HGMAM) OH (lari Vfensmcii & The Hon Smon Wereaxlil R Chakon 8 9 Jt Hu^ea 9 
-Udacfaied- 

BEIUMk 13 r* awpaa, 4-1 Snauru, 5-1 Ctfef CowtMfer, 6-1 WlasMifer. AJ. Vtenlctory. 9-1 
Fttrato, Mtffend OH. 10-1 Ukctaod legaod, IB-1 oOmib 
1995: Sebasmr 3 9 0 W Ryan 6-5 (H CeoQ 12 ran 

FORM GUBE ' 

Henry Cecd has a fine record at HRs tears over the yeere. The stable's Sebastian made 
made b successful riebu r in th is a year ago and Cedi can strike this tkne with another new- 
comer at 3ie shape of SHBlFAS. e son of duel Derby victor 5hriey Herons. He nagnt have 
most to fear from Saeom. a son of Derby runner-up Most Welcome and from a good win- 
ner-producing mare, tras placed In all three attempts bt two- CMef Contender, a son of 
SadertS WteVs. fetched 385.000 defers as a ysartoig and comes tom Pecer Chaopte-Hyam's 
yard. Wdawondar shaped area in a light first season and Is another vAio could beoperang 
his account before long. Selection: SHERPAS 


62200 MNMCi EMI (2Q(PadK lode) Ms j RvnsoaU 8 1 

- 4 fettered - 

BETTW& 8-11 Snmarttee, 3-1 ItedwogKt 01 Mvmco East. 8-1 Ha*nsh 
1995c Tudor Island 68 11 M firmer 74 (C Bnaan) 15 ran 


lEddotyl 

_Thw»3 

-BDoytet 


JFE0M2 


FORM RUDE 

Last year's Ebor Handicap here, SANMARIINO. Is on lOst tor hte opening outing but can 
defy the weffit attest three reals. Sarenartmo, Oadwore when uncteced behind Bumirg 
In the finale on this card a year ego on his debuL improved considerably and fblowed his 
Ybrk utianph with a fourth behind Grey Shot at Lon^hamp KReup Three) at the end of Sep- 
tember on his final appearance. Thnfjanaft. who has changed sables ance test year, and 
AdMoce East both finished wet beaten on thed opening ruts and Unchanged may be 
the one to follow Sanmanino home. Unritangad gamed consecutive wins at Folkestone and 
Chester in 1S95 and made a breve tad for ihe hat-mck at Ronteftaa 12 days afterwards, 
finding Aim Siam less than a tengm too good me field cd 20. S etocttorc SMWiWMO 


5TEIGHWDRTH MADEN STAKES (CLASS Q)£6yD00 
added 3Y0 6f Penalty Vahie £4y425 
BSMST (USA) ISheMi Ahmed N MattMn) J Gasdm 9 


C4 


00 CEORQE BOY (USX) (26) Doreai M SwaiCun) C Dwyer 9 0 

05320- HOH RETURNS (186) ID FARM) M Bel 90 


L Dottrel 9 


63- inHUWY SOCSIY (USA) (216) (Dute of Dewnsteei J Tofler 9 0 - 


J) KoRteae 6 
JH FaotmlD 


JWewS 

jumi 

BUM 11 

JtiMa 2 

OO WOOOBURY LAD (USA) (228) (F^sad Thaaxjgtxed Lrrisd) V# ktnr 9 0 IRald4 


22- MUTAAtAfit (USA) (173) CHamten N MsMcun) H Thomsen Jones 9 D.. 
Q QUET ARCH CI2) IBM damC Cyan 90- 


56- SM30WRR taSBGeymore CchrOBHfc^O. 


EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS HANDICAP (CLASS C)' 
l £8j000 added 3YD 7f Penalty Value £6£12 

6414- OCEAN SROYE P021 (R ESarffta) P Ovapple-Hyan 9 7 IMdl2 

021- WQVRl£(223J(T6Warer)Pl*akr94 IWarevlO 

054126- CONSORDN) (1SG) (D| (Shote totrermed) LCunerr 92 MUBaaaU 


1D40-01 SUAUACH (24) (D) (Noel Sweeneyj R HcBnstead B lfl_ 


-lDeaoH4 


35003- LdA D71) (Snedh Uawan N Mattxm) C &nB«l 8 9 . 
622- APACHE LB! (USA) (IBS) (Roy Tann) R tanron 8 4 „ 
614- SHY DOttE (313) IWas D J Meored M Tanplvre 8 4 „ 

6-1 myraga’(2Q)a))lfteylidBds|ROiaiMn82. 


_B Doyle 1 


-Dane OTial (5) fi 

PRcbteneS 

TSprake 11 


155634) WSSRE TOE (10) (SQgand lineman) J Barts 81- 
10 560130 BEAS RMR (24) (A J Oe V PtBBO W ki* 7 13 . 


-Fljrrtma 


CADEAU EtEGANT (T A Raemai) N Catogon 8 9 . 


12 


0- WTTSAB (323) (Himdan AJ MrtSxxn) R Armarmg 8 9_ 

25- 0MARA(lBA)(31Q(FHncicaB)HGroi69 

240- WWOUep49)6alBmSiriB*)Rftenncn89. 

_12 1 


-P»f Eddery 3 
i7 


11 003213 JBMY CUTRONA (158) W(M«lBef MON Caspian 7 12. 


PatEdferyU 


.JMneOTfeRcqa 


-DR McCabe (3) 14 
IFE0H2 

12 221200 ROB. COUNTY (24) (Edemn* BtaotModO D CotglM 7 11 NAfea»7 

13 021- IE) RUSTY (USA) 020) Gas of trie IjM Mr RE Mason) 0 Mors MO — LChreaocfc8 

14 051-3 VIM7E PtAJNS (IS) IDeii La# M 9ei 7 10 Rltefea(7)B 

- 1 * ’ 


BETTWB: 31 Bsaieot, 4-1 Omara, 5-1 KtotaBanel. 6-1 Wafc* Me, 132 Steto^rk, lfl-1 lfierrey 
Society, 12-1 laGsab, 14-1 Hoh Returns, 10-1 dten 
19B& ktagMceffl Deri 3 9 0 B Thomson 15-2 (I W Wadi) 12 ten 
FORM GUIDE 

Omani and WMch Me are among tor fives taktog on the colts. Omara, tavnoto on her 
debut over course end dtetance last May. ted briefly at the hw-firiong pole before finish- 

mg rurew-up behind Paioma Bay. beaten a length and tnreereortera but 6he ran briwe «- 

pectaSons on her only outing when fifth erf e®ii to Applaud at Leicester - wash Me less 
ttwi a length w front m fourth. But the race may well goto one of the cods and Johni G ob- 
den's ELSALEET might be the one. A son of Storm Cat the selection was a 5120-000 foal 
orel is half-brolher to three winners. Statayortc. a good-looking son of StatoMest. ran wefl 

when aoah of 19 to Even Top over seven on the Jriy Course on the last of twoAivei MB^TOL 


aos 


ABERNANT STAKES (CLASS A) (Listed) £HfiOO 
, added 6f Penalty Value £Ufi62 

331326- S014E7L9ED7D (Mateoun 1 Al ktektoun) M Stoiae 6 9 12 

51000-3 COOL 1AZZ (24) IP) (Sneed Manana) Cfttean 598 MJ«m7 

t tn i ieemrtMa AM ffV tert wfUlMfHMbgl D Lfll 


311320- STRiieaBf(2C8J Wl9rM*i/[J&WBtb&lDlulBi*98 

53500-2 EASYD0UAR(N(CDUBnaiGutlHrUd)BGtM8482 

nnnrn uMHSii nieai meat <n F P Qiax 


53600-2 EASY D0ULAR(N POT (Bnaiamurupi 

131080- KNERALlilONASH (USAl(26fl (RE Salted PQBKfc-l^m 4 9 2- 

411148 0OAMAL (USA) (24) (D) (Mdtam Al UaMa/n) EJXnkip4 9 2 

00524-4 WAWM (8) fSaleh N Homea!) R tonon 492 • 


10 


00524-4 WnVWi Pfl ' iwnttcj n im»< ‘ — ----- 

350220- BSA«STWAflBVD2^(C« UD^^M>tWBari791 

066435 |»0NTSERWBr(S(MraArmYeal^|LGC«BM 4811 

O3KO0- l«5HMBT(2OTmPA«MMRBas5811 

...... ■unmBuniixrrmniinuflWflBtlGlBas 


AMnon ne(gi£ 7sr 10b. True bmdkap velgsr Red Aay 7s 9B, RMe rtaris 72 8 Hl 
B anna U-2 Siarfrem, 8-1 ware Pkfe», 7-1 Way pebn. W rk fe r , H Apacba Lfe. CcBsartSno, 
Ocean 6TOve, 9-1 JanyCotronB, 12-1 Red Rusty, Sky Oocae, 14-1 otbor* 

1995: tos 3 8 6 M We 8-1 P WafiU rtn 

FORM GUBE 

WELVILLE, a progressive type and the mount of Jason Weaver, looks certain to gwe Ns 
aaders a sound run. Peter MaWn's chargB, stoarfy moi and demed a dear rtn naarrg the 
last fiiriong when unplaced on Ns debut at Leicester (5fl last April, ran Prince AsSa to a 
head owr the same Pip at Beieriey nod time - the pair fire lengths dear - and he made 
38 over si* at Goodwood in September. Prince Asia went on to win the woodetfe stakes 
at Epeom nod Ome, breaking the st*-teri«TgjM«rrte course record in the process. Judgng 
by the wey he was stretching out m the last fletong at Qooferood. Weivfle should be mfi 
at home over INs SUIT seven. Suattach stormed home by five tenghs over today's trip m a 
ftefd of 14 at Doncaster on Uncotodjy, for Much he has been ratsed 6ft». It was good to 
soft at Doncaster tan Reg HoRnsheatrs rumer went m on gwd to firm later at Notffl^am 
last y«ar. WMto Pletos is another who shapes as thoutfi mis extra (Wong wfl sirft He got 
up etoaa home to sow* form war six at Foltestone last Nrarember and was outpaced when 
tWrd to Mfeeiman's weigh over the same journey at Letoester on Ns rattan. Hteypofnt, ai- 
thou^i a 10-1 chance In a sh-rumer matoen over this distance on the LmgheJd EquOrack 
three weeks ag>. came heme by a lengffi and threequariers and she has a handy weight 
In her first handicap. Peter Cftgple-Hyam's Ocean Grave, who ran on stmnffy tow m a 
20-nmer Nttotogham maiden «er stt to September and was a drttlet in the beoire vdien 
fourth to Brondon Ma^c at Sabsbwy on Ns Anal start. coiAd ffiiwH urer trie extra furtong 
despite top Wri0iu S aia ctto i r WELVILLE 


13 


035509- WH5H HbUZUi ire ir«*»«vn rr~z 
1124-31 FlASSIONFORlffS (ffl) m (D»d YKaten) 6 laK 3 8 5 
18132 WARMNRT18E(192)(D)(FCTlW9tiri)BM^Hn3B5. 
U354-- w*r7F (M7) (Laoy Rndadiid) RJchn wnHq ugann3Ba 
-13 declared - 


a20 


MUSEUM MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £6000 added 3YO 
lm 2f Penalty Value £4,971 


zsssssssss^^ 

199S law CcnsMi 4 9 8 Pat Btoay 7-4 (G Lews) 11 Wi 

FORM l 31 ^* 

who spreatte^ed N« Arid Passion For life can wm th« tor 

SsferSESS 

1 933wasone^K>u^nddBt^Cotf4«^ t ^ ihe r jMrecanre vere P 
MD third at Ascot last ***£«- tos had a recent «». «n«wg 

0,1 Even so. Stmg^fe. a French 

thorite Fire D ^“?2S1^I l irm»^weihematomreaLTriBtour-yeer-oldwonaUst- 
lmpa^, ^^^^^nlrhree^wraafwt^SiariP on he first two oudnp h 19K- 
ed race a Bry and a die Wig's Stand Sn*es at Ascot t»- 

mnst of hte wfruwK at a rrale- 


1 

AMADAUAREECtieHiNvneONMtauTi] AStoOl90 

Minoarell 

2 

3 

5 AMBASSADOR (USA) (25) (M*MoumMMakBiuti)Bttb90 

5- AP1CaiA^J2] (A J Thompson) Jftato 90_ 

eihAJU 

4 

5 

3-2 B0MIB><MR(14)ffH(RMQraACC)flEr9O 

Ptfffty ff *!***•*) i * ram an 

MBtayl5 

c 

fifty P'-TT' U rM a ft 

WRjfeS 

o 

7 

qpr AWLY a ' m< !T » tbim U Q 0 

KUnl 

• 

D 

HESMyi0VE^vftAhTBd'rDUEUfMStfan)JBBnks9O 

BCe^ielB 

o 

9 

in 


i Reto 3 

0 nH'wwt* n ("”) P" 1 * ““■‘•■A 1 *•» ° n 

. b ire.it 

AU 

41 


MHBsS 

12 

13 

4J 

»v afwyuetrr(4flRr}fCi,rtMDnv9nCi^l nimflO 

R Hafbesi 

0- R0ffLE)V0SE(USA)(221)(WrtnnadNStiJBM R Hannon 90 — 

D*ae PTtaa (5) 12 

15 

2- SACHO (WniaatoUctaneGJGwkft so 

LMUt 

IB *4 

IS 

SAfK (USA) gterxtei A Hetxun) A Sletal 8 9 

»W ConMi Z 


8-1 


10-1 AJaad A^aree, fiat flawy HBh 


nos Ul ino - ■ — 

3351 

Va(ue £39^62 


1101 . 

.■a »° - 


_w 

JiJ 

—IF 


BETTING; 48 Sacho, 54 Dowdy, 7-1 
0. 12-1 Aerimsadcr, Safa, 16-lottew 
1995c Brertng 3 9 0 M Wki 1S-1 (G Hareeod) 13 m 

FORM GUIDE 

If no is m mrinabi Ns pos&ton as second iavowita tor the Derby at the are*-post twang, 
SACHO wa need town INs. John QosdenTs colt - by SaSer’s Wefc out of 1985 5,000 
Gutneos, Oaks and St leger heroine Oh So Sharp - had only ihe one race last season but 
stated a lot of promise. fWshirg a lengh-and-a-beif runner-up behind saver Dome over 
a rrale here last October. Henry Cedi, trainer erf Sflver Dome, ntroduced dual Derby victor 
Commander to Chief to wtn this in 1993 and tfta time runs the debutants Dotndy (Pat Ed- 
dety) and Gerwroaoe Artlte Ryan). Dcmaly. ty Uidde Parti Stakes aimer and 2 j 000 (toineas 
runner-up Lydus and s hMFbrother to Sue’s Arise. coUd to the one to tollwr Sacho home 
ahtoigi PB*er Chappte4(JiBm , 8 Itaureft, anolher son of Seder’s Waft, could am figae. 

SatocOoK SACHO 


racing results 


-- ... mussHuSh 

fessss 

Red Romance. 

230: 1. IWWKSIBf WU- 
fac 2. Go-Go-Porter-Bet^ 

WHS r». JISoS 

nasid. Ton: £2.lft 

8»2^2ifeU*.l jmwwfi-gfgg 

jsKssss=sSsa 

.^SS^SSmelffSSl 

1 : 2 . FCs CraisefW^r^JS (dots 

1- X2Taa 2-lf»Don Ftpe-i-- fiL3b: 

srmm. Bishop *wj«p^S.iaw: 

. £2.60. £2-40. £2.a)- Of. *** 


PlKnst £6130 . Qwa^wt: £16 l30. - 

ptoe?<r £51.65. wane 5: £13.64. 

HEXHAM . 

21B: i. THE smCHER (T Reed) 2-t 2. 
C^Bbooy 5-1: 3. Arise RasaUer 50-1. 

UP £7.10. CSF: £119S. Tno: E255J0. 

2JUK 3- SUPPOSBt (ftchflrt Quest) 5-1; 
2. lMee AdvJca 4J: 3. HAtte Dtanond 3- 
1 tosTw*. 6, 6. OAsS SrrwhLTdte-fSJD; 
IStV £LML OAOi OF: £13^0. CSR 
fWft l, Tricasc £6034. Trio: £830. 

3JXK L ERWY(ECala0Bn) 100-30; 2. 
miftnp* Pieoter 8-1; 3. Gokxfiif Ainu* 
♦too 7-4 fav. 8 ran. 4, 5- 0 Quarrt. Tate 
IZgy. £14 0, £2.10, CL3a DF: £15.00. 
CSF: £29.76. Tneesc £57.97. . 

SAO: 3- SASHA'S HERO tp Byrne) 5-1: 
2 , Over TIM Mind 4.1; 3. St B09^ n« 
UL-* far. 11 ml 6. 3*fi (J BcOxnM. Tote: 
£430; £2.60, £2.40. £0-20. DF: £33.70. 
CSF: £24 JO. Trio: £3140.. . - 

*Ufc3_ MStDSSlWCMD (CsptWftm- 
say) 9-2; 2. Awiaded* 100-30; iMre less 
Si ^8 no. 3-1 fcr QUBJBM CBttaek 7. 39: 
■Mai Gen G Ramsay). -Tote £5.70; £130. 
£120, £27.30. DR £10- TO. CSP. £ta20. 
Tria £64.00. 


4ufO: X. WAR VIMOOP (N Horrecks) 10- 
1; 2. Dbtfa Wood 7-2: 3. PitoOta Heart 

eumtaf. 33 tan. 12; 35- (CThonam). Tnrfe: 

£13.80; £2-10. £1.40, £138 DF: £12.W- 
CSF: £47.64. Trio: £5.50. FODOMryga steri- 
ards’ icquuy. rm The Man, who IWshed 3rd, 
wBedKyjaHtedfcH-taWng the wrong course. 

- ' . 5l 30: 3. B THE OfE Q.W&7-2; 2. BoW 
SbrieoMot 4-1; 3. Madge McSptafa 4-L 
12 an. 10030 far Ftay (4tft). 2Vr. 11. 0 
Quinn). Tote: £280; £130, £1.60, £2JXX 
DF: £1L50. CSR £l£LOL Trer H73G Af- 
fer sawardar axpuy. piaongs wsChbU. 
Ptecrepot £1040. Qua^xitr £530. 

Place 8: £1636. Place 5: £864. 

SOUTHWELL 

■ 220: a. COUNML icaur (Mrp HWetf 
iM tK 2. Sydere Wags 50-1: 3. A WtarJy 
Oteea 4-3. U no. 3. 8 (Mis D Gnsse*. 
RttotttoJtftL Tate: £2.00; £110, £430. 
£150. DF: C7.20. CSR £493SL Tin 
£4530. Wfc ftnaf Hope. 

2J5Q: 3. SALMAN { 8 Fritter) 6-1' 2. 
Etreniog Rato 5-1 3. QmfMan 14-1 iO 
» 4.1 tw Or Rocrfet (MO. IV*. ID. tils 
V Ward, Oorarie ro ). Torfas £6.90; £230. 
OM^UJSO. OR £127ft CSF: £3439. Tu- 
cast: £37162. Tpk £33.70. 

330: 1ARTTC WINGS [M Branran) 7-4 
far. 2. Kaoctawry 7-2; 3. Sotoun 


Spring 20-1 8 ran. 2V:, 18 . (0 Brennan, 

Worteop). Tata: £2.70; £110. £180, 
£3.00. Oft £aOO.CSR£a22. Tno; £10.00. 
Mt Desperate Days. 

.3-50:1 COUNTERBALANCE SMcNeS) 
32-1; Z HOwgfl 4-1 few; 3. Early Drinker 
11-2. 12 ran. 3, 4. 0 McOofmoctw. Stm- 
Swkm^wn). Tote: £8.70; £2-00, £230, 
£230. DR £11330. CSF; £5836. TrfraBC 
£279.79. Tria £322.60.' 

430: 1 GY5AHT (J lower) 11-4; 2. Ito- 
raehas 6- 1;3. rwriteDkre20-114ito.il- 
IDtarVihoNnl m 6.^. NFtaWeri&rfl. 
Tote: £ZSOi £190. £160. £140. DF: 
£19120. CSF: £1837. Trio: £10100. 

430: 1 SYLVAN SA8RE {A S Smth) &- 
l;2.TrtBnWo8-l;3. Variant To*W5-L 14 
ran. 9-2 favLarnswod Junior ®h). 6. 10. 
(K Moc^t. Meftor Mowbray. Tabs £7.50*. 
£230. £290. £180 DR £35.40. CSR 
£4329. Trio: £147.00, 

5L2G: 1 lENnfESIBifiH U A McCarthy) 
U-l 2 DsBy Sport GW 7-1 3L Persistent 
QBaar 4-1 11 iml 7-2 &ir Habasha 
(priied up), IV*. 3%. (D Marie. Lsmboum). 
TatR £1190; £240, £200. £230. Dft 
£34 £Sl CSF:£815a Tdcast £341&L Trio: 

£43 50 

Jackpot £48347 JG 
W c n pot £8222 Quadpot: £14.80, 
Ptace fc £69.72. Place 5S £4456. 


So loo has John Gosdcn’s Sa- 
cho, to such an extent that he 
is now a 16-1 chance for the 
Derby even though he has yet 
to win so ranch as a maiden, Sa- 
cho should reoiiy that in today's 
final race, but wise punters will 
listen carefully to the trainer's 
assessment of Sacho's chance 
and potential. 

“The Flat season is very dif- 
ficult at this time of the year," 
Gosden said yesterday. “It goes 
dead after Doncaster but peo- 
ple have siHI got to write about 
something, and as soon as you 
put a decent jockey on a horse 
and it finishes a gallop half a 
length up it gets written up. Peo- 
ple don't know what the work 
instructions are or even what it's 
working with. If I told you what 
the lead horse was, it might be 
rated 75 and you’d think, what 
terrible work. 

“I’ve always believed lhal 
they have to do it on the track. 
Sacho is OK at this stage but 
he’s veiy lazy in his work. I 
would sec a great deal of im- 
provement in him and I 


&W3SS5 


wouldn't be surprised if he got 
beaten tomorrow. The other 
thing you've got to remember 
is that some horses will work like 
a dream in the morning, but 
come the afternoon you can't 
find them with a search war- 
rant." 

With 15 unexposed oppo- 
nents today, Sacho is certainly 
not one to back with abandon, 
but a horse of considerable 
promise wbo is worth a bet is 
PASSION FOR LIFE (nap 
3.05). Geoff Lewis chose the 
Abemant Stakes as the starting 
point for Lake Coniston's climb 
to the top of the sprinting lad- 
der last year, and Passion For 
Life, who trotted up in a Kemp- 
ton handicap 1 1 days ago, is im- 
proving so rapidly that he must 
be followed until he is beaten. 

Other worthwhile bets arc 
thin on the ground - San- 
martino, last year’s Ebor Hand- 
icap winner, will be for too short 
in the stayers’ handicap - but 
Jerry Cutrona (4.45) is worth a 
small interest later in the af- 
ternoon. 


NEWMARKET 
2i5: This is a poor maiden by New- 
market standards a nd m ay go to the 
newcomer ELSALEET. John Gos- 
den, his miner, bad a 26 per cent 
strike-rate with three-year-olds 
making their seasonal debut last 
year and a similarly smart per- 
centage of winners during the 
mouth of April. The Newmarkei 
trainer again seems io have his 
string well forward. Mntamanni bad 
the best fcam oi these as a twoyear- 
okL finishing second in an Ascot 
maiden event on his debut, but al- 
though his trainer does well with 
horses making their seasonal de- 
buts, he does not have many win- 
ners at this time of year. Omara, 
horn Henry CeaT& powerful stable. 
Can be exensed a disappointing nm 
on her second ouung Iasi year 
when out of sorts, while Smioyork 
should be suited by dropping back 
a furlong to this trip. 

COD 

3.95: PASSION FOR LIFE, who 
bolted in by eight lengths in a six 
iiiHang handicap for three-year-olds 
at Kempton's Bank Holiday meet- 
ing. looks well Treated by the con- 
ditions of this race. He can make 
his superior fitness count over the 
useful Branston Abbr and Soviet 
line, who would be better over an 
extra furlong. Easy Dollar should 
be better for Ins bead second to 
Hard To Figure in Urn Quail Stakes 
at Kemplon - Wavian (fourth) 
held - but Cool Jazz, disappoint- 
ing at Doncaster on Lincoln day, 
would prefer softer ground. Strug- 


HYPERION’S! 

H 



pier has something to find on bis 
best form last year. 
nm 

3.49: With Bint Salsa bO likely to 

need a longer trip and conceding 
31b to all her rivals, this may con- 
cern MEZZOGIORNO and Maid 

For The Hills. The selection, by lln- 

fuwnln, is also bred to get further 
but showed plenty of pace over this 
track and trip to chase home use- 
ful Rio Duvida in the autumn. She 
is open to improvement, as is un- 
beaten Maid For The Hills, whose 
stable is in form. There are good 
recoil ivpons about Darting Flame, 
while Thrilling Day, wbo is not in 
the 1.000 Guineas, has been aimed 
at ibis race and is well forwanL 

□QQ 

435: Bany Hills has a good record 
with handicappers here and his 
Ebor winner, Sanmarthm. must be 
respected. He has plenty of weight 
though and THAlJANAH. who 
wBl be suited by the trip and the faS 
ground is preferred. Unchanged 
needs further, but is progressing, 
while ljghtly raced maiden Ad- 
vance East ran badly at Doncast- 
er for a very inexperienced rider, 


FOLKESTONE 


HYPERION 

1.20 Aerleort Jane 1.50 Giggleswlck Girl 

2.20 Lady Caroline Lamb 2.55 Ready To 

Draw 3.25 Petraco 43)0 Northern Fleet 
4.35 Diminutive S.10 ZAHID (nap) 


9 (WT5M. 
19 13D33&- 
13 240220- 

12 20311' 

13 20401 

14 .00163 

15 2230(H) 

16 .£>SS2 


UNCHARTED WATERS (4) Cty&r 5811 14«) JGDrfMdS 

OMMLAXCUO)SDm 888 .T(Mro9 

SOQJMHA (162) (CD) R M Flat** 66 6 W Wools 12 

KttMmSfB43)CP«yer7 85. I Slack (3)2 

CA7TAM MARMMADE (20) D TTot> 7 S 4 >7*013 


JUtlASDARRMVADER (30) A Unv 5 8 2 ACfeklA 

HAHJre7lA(98)MRyan 4 7 12 UBaHRS 


BETTWOe 5-1 


GOING: Good in Finn. 

STALLS: Suolfihl - stand* Me; round course - oustde rad. 
DSAW ADVANTAGE: High numbers boa bf 189y«l to lm If. 

■ Rlght-tinad. undulating worse vnlli a run-in of one furinnjr 

■ CotuM.- in 6m W of inre n ST A20. Wcstcnhuigcr railway si> 
Uon (service Tram London, Cturlni* Croftnl adtolns nmne. AD- 
MISSION; Club S 1 2 [ under- J Cs free); Tancisatls 58^0; Couse 
Endoeauv £4, pta £4 for each ncuopam. CAB PARK: Free. 



REM*10DRAW(20)RCrSutea»7 711 N Catos 1 

-tffeelnd- 

StUsd. 7-1 Sto Tfeouas Dswfiwii. B-l Rock Gtoop, Cap- 
RndylbDiM, 10-1 SoajMu, 12-1 otbsn 


OLUNGHAM LMTED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^50 added 5f 

631516 LffT 90Y (33) (D) A Uotra 79 B Caody Motor 4 

1440W IRIBBiyBRAWEjSH P)tessSIW»^693 

A Wtetoi (3)0 


SIS 


CHANNEL 


3 000600- MJAZ(144)MsGKlBray6811. 


JtCnfem2 


BUNKERED FIRST TDK: Analogue (i55>: My Mother’s Lo- 
cal (4315). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Uncharted Watois (L55) 
non si Br^uon an Frtdsy. 

LONG-WSTANCE RUNNEBScPatntor (]£0) & Dram Cafal (iia) 
seat 387 miles by lira Nerys Diafidd from Amoah, Devon. 


463620 DOWCXSXy n (Q (P) M Qavian B 8 11 XMayl 

002200- U0UEte(134ff)Pa&acre))68U IQdnaS 


6 <20603 PEIRACO(8)(D)NSn«i8811 tonaWMfe(7)7 


7 0332-00 lABEUED0AMflQUE(4)SKnen48S— 


8 500004 SECRETMSSm(D)AJ0ne488— 


VSWtsqrS 
(6)6 


BCZIMte M Ptoraco. 7^ DfetouAqr, 4-1 FfenOy Brevo; 94t UR Boy, 
•■1 Swret Mm, 7-1 Unsafe. 12-1 ottar* 


U20 


•PRIVY COUNCflJjOR* MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) (DfV 1) £4^400 3Y0 6f 189yds 

045-25 BE SX7EHHI (24) A Mxm 9 0 AWhefei(3}33 

oo- BoiDmnrrpagm&ea m H arare 3 

CANE TIDtTJ Namier 90 TMfey(7)7 

06- MMICOUEK (243) C Bnaan 90 StMfeMU 

& MNMNBD (132) Staff 90 6IKffn(7)l 

OODIMNCERLOraiBO OUfenlO 


4^00 


2 PROUD LOOK (24) B 9 0 . 

05- ROSSB.{XT4)MSeue90. 


6 5WSF COMWND (14) R Amsuong 90.. 
26 ASUMJWE(2Q JGaE0enB9. 


0 ENOMIOB QUEST (IQ P Han 89. 
3-4 P0EZRY(12)(BF)MTampteBB9- 


JlCocfamS 

-KBMrife*5 

RP*»9 

-AHcObmA 


HARTFORD MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5vUOO added lm 4f 

OOP SUSSaeORSE<2fi)Bh»5913 SlMfemttl 

0< AUI RKSIM1D0M (3) U A^em 4 9 12 — RPfefer(5)14 

526- H0RESH(32SQCBnUn4912 BMfeMlO 

06- OPAQUE(31B)LCrtnani4 912 0IMtote7 

43- 1DPANBA(294 JBemBn4912 AMcfitarwB 

Bou»muatspihiOT4g7 l Tale 12 


5- CAMDLE SMOKE (172) G Hamood 3 8 7 


.Sited 2 


JtDojr 12 


_J QokaiB 


SARASOtARYDEGJchnscnHoi0nan89- 
-Ufedanl- 

KTTMG: M Proto Look, M Aeriton tew, 6-1 Ood Oamr, 7-lRMaaL 
W Stare Coatotod, 10-1 Portr* 12-1 others 


8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 


03 KANBnOOH (Iff E Dunlop 38 7_ 
KRASM(lteDHane38 7 


0- LETEIEU (Ffl) (21B) Bob Jones38 7 . 
00 MACMORRBIff PCM3B7 . 


_G*VB Hnraood (7) 15 
_H Cochrane 9 
Sited 11 


-NDqr6 
-TQaten 2 


A NORfflBUinST pra G HaivOod3 8 7 AIMS 

052-2 SH4RAF (IS) (BF) J art* 38 7 KDateylS 

00 AUNMKJA (14) R Apnamng 3 8 2 R Pitch 4 

3-56 BTAMWSA(47) WU SitvBi 382 IQin5 

-15 (teetered - 


1 ea| LEVY BOARD APPRBfTICE HAFflNCAP 
(CLASS 6) £3,000 added 6f 

034410 DBtyWE(ra(CII)GLMxn510O A tamo (3) 5 
0500 BABRMMKOrafiMcCiMl4100 RSotoillA 


BETTING: 9-4 Stood, 7-2 fenbitoab, 5-1 HreesU, 7-1 Nortbani Hnrt, 8- 
lOpeqae, 12-1 Cemte Santa, 16-1 ottera 


000006 BBffl£5MQ( GBA (8) (D) U Onmor 5 913- 


003106" BAnaS0N(2Q AMO0te4910- 


-D Sweeny (3) 13 
-P Doe 20 


A OC| ‘PRIVY COUNCILLOR’ MAIDEN SBVKES 
___] (CLASS D) (DIV I) £4y400 3VO Bf 189yrfs 


060000 SREArWUiPff(nPQjndd797 Nlflwlock(8)l 

204800- FORQOTTSt IMMS1 (423) (CO) R Inpam 5 9 4 . 


005213 SCSSOR RRME (12) J 4 B 13 . 
050300 VteSEY(14)7sl>oBeay3B12 . 


_R Preach 3 
JRddT 


234060- WUETJ0NE5PfiffGCbaries-3raB3B12-l 
10 033600- INUIBB DREAM (174) (D) Pal MRsfiell 7 8 11 




MctoriBAortebyll 

11 000050 SHAYTK3 DOMM (TT) R M Ro«f 5 8 ID CSUtarS 

12 400000 MAZBWEUOmROitoSBB IBnoSffA 

13 660600 SUFEBU0pBJ(37)JBn«r489 RBfetand(ffl2 

1* 060060 nSDWIDRWSrrOffmBPwrefiBB PCteteS 

15 0050 P0WIBt(17)»sPtt««f487 IFotohS 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 


60 ALPtCftWIHER (85 W Janfs90 

2- CLASSIC LEAD® (333) SWtems 90 , 
CONSORT G Hareood 9 0. 


_K Dnrtoy 7 


223-5 CRAnrcW(ffPColB90. 
623- DMNUIHE(22ff J«*90 . 


lUeetefS 

J1CU8 

rOtoaoS 


MHcn>(5)9 

G Hind 2 

30 


00- JONAHOUEK (180)1 BMft«90 

0- SANDABAR(243)MSnue90 

0 SH0UI«eBREY(2ffWMir9O W wn eiretepMS 

00-244 YDUNQIMZAAD (20)003101 90 HCodoawl 

6- CRIISON RDSOIA (181) W Ha(^E 8 9 RMcCMnll 

eOUBWANCEKUcAMtaSO G DertMd 4 


12 OOOOOO HY MOIKS'S LOCAL (B) K (XmraijJHTvBrtXin 8 9 

JABbM ®12 


-12 


16 068500 MO5TWaCOMEt0BtlffJ-kiita4B5JateMini5 
-18 fe tte red - 

BTnNfc7<2 Deqdy Vrta, Mff— Mel(hOM.8-lfliflllH»,T-l teaat 
NM, 10-1 Scteer RMfe, 12-1 Wafers Dreren. 1A-1 other* 


BETTWGs 7-2 Cketie Leader, Dktentire, 7-1 Crazy CMef, Contort, B-l 
Saafete. Crkfeen Renta, 10-1 tew HoBay. 12-1 others 


540 


fTl CHATHAM CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
— J £3y450 added 3YO 5f 

6- IWMO LAD (353J W Tuier 8 11 ACtefcl 


BOLLINGER CHAMPAGNE HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) AMATEUR RIDERS) £4*200 
added lm If 349yds 

ffSMB D0U6H (232) (0) G L Mocre 4 12 0 . 


026-213 IADY CMKUE IAMB (3) (0) M Damn 8 10 —T (feta 4 
00 MflAM>ABN(ffBMetan88 MtetattZ 


1 221514- 

2 043203 MANABAR (12) (Bff M PU^ase 4 11 9. 


1(4)13 


084-155 LAST BUT NOT LEAST (52) M RJWrecn tix^KT 84 

JtDteteyS 


3 u rm 

t 26252-0 


-JArKS 


1(410 


30-0 UNC0N7WB(IY0fE(Sff MNa>nes82 MBateriffS 

BfTTVtG: 4-5 lady Caroline Laeto, 2-1 last But Not Least, 0-1 Bag And 
A BA 10-1 Itoccn Twrty Oee, 14-1 Pilaw led 


UMBOS’ BOY (3) M Ryan 7 11 7 AteSteraBeffilS 

Wt®traSDo»4116 


255 


1 542-506 

2 020040 

3 760600 
006103 

5 44NOO 
8 41-3505 

7 333000- 
B 000303 


GRAVESEND HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,200 added lm 7f 92yds 

TOY PfBNCCSS{31) GBrtfei 4 10 0 KlteriqilB 

DEBITOAIJI(12) taPDukM767 S0 kmn(3)6 

ALEC LA BELLE (101 S 8 95 Alte6teee4 

SMTHOIAS BEECHAM (47) S0m695 ADrty(S)8 

ANALOGUE (6B) PMitfiaMS 5 _,Jmb Wbod*(7)10 

SU41H) (Iff (BFlPtasyn 892 — RCwtanll 

HAlTAAFaf (155) UssB Sanders 5 90 Sited 15 

ROCKflmOP(raJPewce490 ODarfe—7 


5 125600- 

6 002166 

7 200650 

8 10 6QOO 

9 0-51546 
ID 600-000 
U D50352 

12 TMT> 

13 060000 

14 0Q5431 

15 005 


KEUASMGO (200) B M 4 U 2 . 


JttSFerfhertterdwffiMM 


rCBI 


|4»7 

(4)9 


aGRAST(5ff Roataaieui Mrtaiy 

SCOITEH BAIB PM P tadier 8 11 0 Jte PScott K U 

PROWS IfABUEOaU 10^6 10 12 MrJRpo(4)4 

FOOD P2) P Mtiierf 5 10 10 M-ThkCsthyS 


pi) Jrtrn Bary 4 10 6-JteV Oooffre |4) 12 

MffiONE (IB) J Jert*» 6 106 DrMHwfeb(4)l 

ZA»»(raP5KBu*5101 ANN Mon M3 

(ZZ) P Onto 4 100 _jar J Ren 6 


TH0W«BMU(raiBB«r591Q WOMferfOS 

msne IEBEMI Pff T J Na««Dn 4 9 9 . 


J»V 


(4)2 


BETTBra 7J 


-lSdedend- 
Hte te g n ea di , 5-1 Kteffhlp Bey. OJ-K w a ife e i . Mite 
10-1 UU, 124 other* 




fo^Tcl FEDERATION BREWERY NOVICE CHASE 

(O-Wl (CUVSS E) £4^00 added 2m 4f HOyds 


HYPERION 

2JX) Signor Nortone 245 Mster Casual 3JL5 Ear- 
lymonigEght 350 Ambidextrotis 4£5Ruahn!t 
5 jOO Mister THck 


GOING: Good to Firm (Firm In plansL 

■ Left-hand, nnrtutartng course. Run-bi of 2&OjtL 

■ Course Is on minor road 2m S of Hexham. SSgnposred Croat 
town. Hexham railway staOon 2m. ADMISSION: Club 39; Pad- 
dock 16 (GAPs £4). CAB PARK: Free. 


3F2241 EARUfHOWff«uaff(ffmenctall711B-ADobbta 
0-MCPB SHUUAH (Off JWWe 7114 J, K 


QOOUUO 0E3U£RYICL(ra Vfianpeon8U2-.JteUTboqp*on 
F4FU0U II0W6RPC171 Ms SSnun7U2, “ _ ‘ 


450264 NOTABLE EXCEPTION » Ms WReteley 7 11 2. 
OQ660P OICR)RtUai(S)FHt*ta0i811£ 


334422 SHWWBL(ff{Bn JQta*on9U2 , 
/POST WQLBAWtff HNaands9112_ 
743034- ERRBUSH (381) J DodOsS 10 11 . 


.BStmy 


rWitfpai 


IBP IARE5P E IASS (ff BBten 10 1011. 


M 3 


CPtt* 5UNY2EH (LJ84) RGcrde 12 10 11 

-lldedmd- 
BETONt 8-4 tertiaianfeg Uffrt, 04 Natali* BmpUbb, 4-1 
10-1 EstebOtt, 13-1 Nony-SWp, One For Lock, 18-1 otters 


-A Thornton 
— M faster 


-Ttete 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Nunc. 
LONG-DISTANCE 2UNNKKS: Tango Kaa (2.10) & Fozgrrnw 
(4425) haw been aeru. 227 mfles by H Price bom Leominster, Here- 
ford& Wore. 


QCAl FEDERATON SPORTING CLUB SELLftG 
t<KW) iiugjLf (CLAS S G) £2j600 added 3m 

444VQ2 !& TREE (24) JBrtat 5119 LEThtra 


o i n ] FEDERATION BREWERY NOVICE HURDLE 

1 (CLASS E) £3(000 added 4TO 2m 


105012 RAUTS4 (7) U rtemnond U 5 . 


Jtfianfity 


12342U ROYAL EJPRBSKH (10) (DBF) Ms M Fterttey 115 _P Msec 

310 aAIKM{2ffMsAS«rtflrt>1012 — J tetee 

SARACStraMCEHAieaKterl012 ^JUteqa 

9801 NORTONE Dtatens ID 12 BltanteK 

o snuwniEinN.(9ffNVteff(cioi2 stamen 


2P«m G8ANDB8SE (367) D 9rtnctouS 6 11 2 _Mr D 

DOPTO HARRYS SftaAL (10) N tbmond 6 11 2 ROanitty 

025604 RIIB/BtSUIBI(B) Llutg)6l0 11 Tteed 

066602 IBB. BNE (ff HAteander 51011 Jt HcSrett (7) 

0 MDDtEHAM PEARL (63) PBeo*nn610 11 BteaBantT) 

600P30 R0SC(ff UsSLanjmanG 1011 BCaMlff 

0P66P AWDEXIROUSpff EAUDn410B LVtar 

IPO BRAffiDON BB1A (8) J M Jettem 4 10 3 MCVyer 


00 1UCAflGNr(raNaBrtatttl012JS»CIIMeite(7) 

000 TANGO HAM (18) 8 P'ce 1G 12 Albontoe 

5 IA60 LaGO (8) W McKeorei 10 7 GC*U(5) 

03 WYPH (ra M HBmnwnd ID 7 Mr C Bonier (3) 


OPPO KRALMG8I (22) N CWntatol 4 10 3 Jfit* C MetcaVe (7) 
- 10 declared - 

BETTWft 3-1 tar Tribe. 7-2 Level Edge, 9-2 Fbrem Steer, 5-1 Any 
faldfebmi*, M. Hanys SpacM, HMetew Poart, 16-1 otbem 


000'WNVK8A(46)BEisnlD7. 

■ U feeterad - 


Ji Faster 


BOTWe 7-4 Rojal Bipre*slce, 94 Rafltea, B-l Be testa, 7-lTrypti, 10- 
1 Stjfitfe tetereai, 12-1 Staler (teteoa, 2D1 Hangs, 26-1 otfcera 




2.45 


FEDERATION MEDALLION LAG£R MAID- 
01 HURDLE (CLASS F) £2£50 added 2m 

(V4-00 AtlBEY(17ff JGakbC8115 Dtarttay 


DOST BAIEi (84Q MsASfftHTk 7 U 5 . 

BM»UsASertB4t6115 


P5C0R-0 BSJBE IT (94) N Wag5® 7 11 5 . 


Jl State 


FEDERATION LCLPILS LASER HANDICAP 
I CHASE (CLASS F) £3,600 added 3m If 

P662P5 SIR0NGS0UND(8)POie£saa^i9120 ASa^fe 

Q2P351 UPY1WSBH. (22)(C^C Pater 11U1 — DParfwR 

835-243 WKTWaLBOYdC3)P5®i*TWtl0109 ADobto 

U031&6 EASTS? CATS (25) RGobe 9 10 6 TJenks 

052201 9UALWT 0 T Tw 7 10 4 (7o4, 


424X6 cAVtQSAUtUS (14 b Noer 7115 
050005 CCBBt BAND (BE) E Atom 8 11 5 _ 
343506 DWIX tKNQHT (57) 0 tarb 7 115 


-K tears 


VBortDO 

-Pftew 


_ itete 

OPflJPU DgWggLAD(22)MBaria7115. — PVteCaH 

am G BttjCONS DBW (43^ Mra L VfflatBon 9 U 5 W)bo* 

S3 HM ITEB8S (3Q M Hynmoni 5 11 5 RGanfify 

4223U4 HKKAKrtW(ffMTodluttr8115 MD*p 

(MOO HYAPHM(22] NCtatert® 5 U5 _AIsbC M etafile (7) 

00 8MSMS0NO(34)MsSanrt5115 tedfed Geest 

6RS4PF MSlERCASUAL(l(9Wteea7115 TRaed 

0F55FR PQSTPirCU)HA)BMidBr7115 QCU(^ 

31-00 PLMMNGGAM(raitu«)5115 AOobtte 

00QO5 POPMTHBE(l«JBrtrfi8115 LOTtat* 

5355 SAYBtf BANCE8 (77) fiW A teugHnn 7 11 5 HFota 

0 WWGIAD(29)TjBflrey6115 teTjefcty 

P4404 DeaaKKMJ&oesBUO IWyar 


25PW1 reXC»nE(B)(P){tPflcal01O3(7s) BFactet(3} 

P0FOI66 WBtUWAWfrWJHWraon 10 ID 2 — -PCartarry 
>5266 &ADGV4Q TIC [22) Mg S Smfih 10 lfl 0—1. Ebenefly (7) 
- 8 teetered - 

tabun aetiit lttL Tn» ftandcap wgicGathBts lime ftt 13a. 
BETTWk 3-1 lm Wwtrti, Rwto*, 7-2 Strong Soreto, 942 Foi^we, 
6-1 Waterloo tafr, 7-1 Wtstarefl Bor. M-lotea 


I Storey 


42(JLfO EMEMLDCHAM(49)JOia0Dn8110^- 

• rttednd- 

BEITP« 4-1 Item 7-1 CwjptMam*. not- 

tan Bmid, 1M (tear teft Ptetaff Gate, Sffnf Dancer, 12-1 ottere 


BUCHANAN ALES NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS 3 £3jD00 2m 4f UOyds 

{HP04 BRDlf PATH (29) TEdtertiy 51113 LVtaf 


8-1P120 GOLDSt MJGCET (57) (0) E Attcr 9 11 9 _T Dsseemfe (3) 
4054 CHAHIY OWSADSt (ttl UR M RMto 5 11 5 — Plfiwa 

UO06O3 RA5CM1Y (22) Mes L 5rfSal 6 10 13^. AThoreton 

D0P53 QtCHAWa) COTAfiE (18) M Ware 4 ID 10 — I Catagaa 

POO-240 PiBSTER TRIW (57) (Bfl L Lingo 6 10 9 FPsnuH 

O-4CUP0 WtlSIFOSS (8) B ftJtta* 6 10 6 HMoteesy 

4PO-000 SWlAOT(8)J&iarttan8105 E Storey 


5? -6404 TBBtSONfl (41) Msstf Wgan 6101 
00600 MEADOMKR (28) W Tong 7 10 0 
-10 


_K Rater 


-BtataO) 


Mntnwn »e^C 10a True Mrstcap Lfeajcrem » 1^*. 
BETTW& 11-4 Chatty Cnaado, 3-1 Bride Path, 4-1 HascaRy, 7-1 Mb- 
ter hide. 8-1 fioidan Mod. 10-lTlgenang, 14-1 ottaen 
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sport 


Rusedski 
wins but 
Henman 
goes out 


Tennis 


Britain's Greg Rusedski pound- 
ed out a 6-2, 6-1 victoty over 
Germany’s Carl-Uwe Steeb to 
reach the second round of the 
Japan Open in Tokyo yesterday 
but Tim Henman bowed out. 

Henman, the 15th seed, was 
defeated by the American Jeff 
Thrango, who caused uproar by 
walking off court at Wimbledon 
last year after verbally abusing 
an umpire. Ibrango won 6-1, 
6-4, getting the better of a sec- 
ond set which contained four 
successive breaks of serve. 

Rusedski, the 13th seed, hit 
only two aces with his big serve, 
but won 79 per cent of his ser- 
vice points and troubled his op- 
ponent with low-bouncing 
backhand slices as he won in just 
55 minutes. 

“I was pleased with the way 
I played. I've been losing a lot 
of dose matches," Rusedski, the 
world No 47, said. ‘‘This is a fast 
court that suits my style." 

Henman was not the only 
seed to make an early exit as 
Bernd Karbacher, seeded 14th, 
was beaten 6-Z 6-4 by his fellow 
German, Hendrik Dree km an. 
Denmark’s Kenneth Carlsen, 
seeded 16th, rallied for a 5-7, 6-4* 
6-2 victoiy over Yasufumi Ya- 
mamoto. a wfld card entry. 

Pete Sampras - back to No 
1 in the world rankings - 
Michael Chang and Thomas 
Enqvist, who won the Indian 
Open on Sunday, are the top 
three seeds and receive byes into 
the second round. 

In the men's doubles, 
Britain’s Martin Lee and Chris 
W ilkin son were beaten 6-3, 
6-2- by Ihe Americans Jim 
Grabb and Richey Reneberg. 

Belgium’s Sabine Appel- 
mans, the women's No 2 seed, 
was beaten 7-6, 4-6, 6-0 by 
Japan's Nana Miyagi. The 
world No 108 was following up 
a victory over the Swiss teen- 
ager, Martina Hingis, in the Up- 
ton tournament last month. 

Romania’s Irina Spirlea. the 
eighth seed, showed athleti- 
cism, patience and judgment in 
beating Mary Pierce, of Ranee, 
6-7. 6-4, 6-3 in the final of the 
Bausch and Lomb Champi- 
onships on Sunday. 

The 22nd-ranked, 22-year-old 
Spirlea's victoiy, her third 
tournament title, moved her to 
18th in the WTA rankings in her 
third foil year on the women's 
tour. 


Get Smart 
pulled out of 
Badminton 

Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Badminton 


Karen Dixon has been forced to 
withdraw ber gallant partner. 
Get Smart, from the Badminton 
Mitsubishi Horse Trials which 
take place from 2 to 5 May. This 
effectively puts the 15-year-old 
horse out of the Olympic 
Games, as he has not compet- 
ed in a Lhree-day event since 
winning team gold and indi- 
vidual bronze medals at the 
1994 World Equestrian Games. 

Get Smart, who was with- 
drawn yesterday because of 
persistent coughing, has a won- 
derful record at Badminton, 
having finished in the top 10 
here on five occasions. He was 
also the best British horse when 
sixth at the 1992 Olympics. 
Dixon now relies on the dy- 
namic little 10-year-old Too 
Smart, with whom she was fifth 
at Burgh! ey last year. 

Three other top riders may 
have to withdraw one of their 
two horses. General Jock, 
Kristina Gifford's mount, has a 
haematoma in the girth area 
and has not been able to be sad- 
dled since falling at Brigstockon 
Easter Sunday. Mr Mackin- 
non, the mount of Ian Stark, has 
been suffering from a virus and 
Elhelred the Unready, one of 
Mark Todd’s intended part- 
ners, has a bruised sole. 

Badminton wfll still have a 
higb-class field and a record first 
prize of £24,000. Entries in- 
clude Australia's Matt Ryan 
{the Olympic champion), New 
Zealand’s \feughn Jefferis (hold- 
er of the world title), Ireland's 
Lucy Thompson (the European 
Open champion) and Brace 
Davidson of the United States 
(the winner here last year and 
top of the 1995 world rankings). 



■1 

205 

206 

ESS 


NEWMARKET 

F'KESTONEl 
HEXHAM 


mamma 



13 


d 




i 


1UUS 
this 
iliurt 
civ 
:oul 
■ this 


riOi- 
oon, 
• go 
ree- 

!gtll 

Will 


313S- 

> ifire 
icre 
two 
re- 
act 
:riJv 
vho 
ful- 
■crc 

Eu- 

IOSI 
I Is- 
ans 


gn 

te, 

ra 

er 

id. 

a 

at 

ra 

w 


'fi- 

le 

er 

T- 


IV 

if 

h 

n 

ic 

r- 

g 




r 


•rS r£2P*& t~i 


LE 

fl 

“b 

a 
ti 
)ri' 
□if 
tfa 
lai 
)01 
in 
roi 
ep- 
iac 
all 
ice 
DU 
ha 
£ i 
err 
re 
f a 
lar 
nif 
105 

ray 

iffi 

ie 

Tie 

tan 

lai 

Zan 

/es 

ow 

he 

*ut 

j\n> 

n a 

hai 

ou 

nfl i 

hej 

vill 

or 

>e 1 

:on 


the 




22 


a sport 


US MASTERS: The manner of Norman’s defeat will be the dominant memory. Tim Glover reports m 

Faldo shows humanity in victory 


H aving witnessed at fixst 
hand the self-destruction 
of Greg Norman, Nick 
FaJdo did not restrict hirase/f to 
a ritual handshake on the 18th 
green at Augusta National. “I 
just want to give you a good hug." 
‘Faldo said as he embraced the 
Australian, palling him on the 
back repeatedly. “I Felt for him. 
It was as simple as that." 

It was a warm and fitting re- 
sponse from Faldo Tl was a 
very, very special moment," 
Norman said. "Nick's gone way 
up in my estimation." Norman 
had turned a six-shot lead into 
a five-shot deficit with a 78 to 
Faldo's 67. the biggest collapse 
in a major championship and 
one of the greatest man-made 
disasters seen in America since 
the Wall Street Crash. 

Norman tried to put it in 
perspective. “It’s not the end of 
the world," he said for about the 
tenth time. “I let this one get 
away, IT1 wake up still breathing. 
I hope." 

Faldo won his third Green 
Jacket hut this was the first that 
came with a black armband. 
“This ones amazing isn’t if.'" 
FaJdo said. “I hope it will be re- 
membered for my 67 and 
storming through and not what 
happened to Greg." 

it was a fair enough request- 
hut the fact is the nliih Masters 
will always be remembered as 
the one that got away from the 
"Great White Shark". On the 
course a silence descended as 
Norman staggered through the 
Cathedral of Pines and grown 
men stared at the ground. It was 
like attending a bereavement. 
W'hen Faldo rolled in an un- 
necessary putt fora birdie at the 
last, (be reason why this will be 
remembered as the gutting of 
the Shark rather than Faldo's 
renaissance was perfectly clear. 

Traditionally the winner of the 
Masters cherishes the moment 
and receives a hero's greeting 
I rum the crowd. On Sunday 
evening the spectators weren't 
Mjre whether to laugh or cry and 
Faldos first response was not to 
raise his arms but to throw 
them around his opponent. 

“1 played like shit." Norman 
said. "That's probably the best 
wav of putting it. I really got a 
good old ass whipping. 1,’pul all 
the blame on myself. I made a 
Ini of mistakes." My swing was 
out of sync, my pulling was out 
of syne.'My thought pattern was 
good but inv rhythm was out" 
His mind was in turmoil. 
After taking bogeys at the ninth. 
HHh. 11th and a "double-bogev 
at the 1 2th. Norman's thought 
pattern was not good. He hit an- 
other errant drive down the 13th 
and from a poor lie thought 
about hitting a wood. His 
caddie had to talk him out of it. 

At the same hole Faldo, now 
holding a two-shot lead had 228 
yards to the flag and he ad- 
dressed the ball with a five- 
wood. He changed his mind, 
look out the two-iron and rifled 
it to the heart of the green, per- 
haps the best shot he had played 


in the tournament. “That was 
for the whole shooting match 
right there," Norman said 

Not really. When he walked 
off the 12th. the Golden Bell, 
with a five after dumping his tee 
shot into the water, the game 
was up. "Of course Fm very dis- 
appointed, " Norman said. 
"Nick played great golf and I 
played poor. 

"There's not a whole lot of an- 
guish. My life is pretty good I'm 
happy. I've got pretty good con- 
trol over the situation. It’s not the 
end of my world m enjoy my life, 
I'm very philosophical about it 
You learn and you try to under- 
stand why and what happened. 
I may not want to learn about this 
one. Maybe I just screwed up bad 
enough with my own mistakes.” 

Maybe the Eildo factor got to 
him again. In the third round of 
the Open Championship at St 
Andrews in 1990 when they 
were tied for the lead Eildo shot 
67. Norman 76 and it took the 
Australian a couple of years to 
recover from the experience. 
Norman has gone desperately 
close to winning the Masters on 
numerous occasions, but what 
made his disintegration here all 
the more shocking is that in the 
third round when he was paired 
with Faldo he shot a 71 to the 
Englishman's 73 to increase the 
lead he had established with a 
record-equalling 63 in the first 
round. 

The assumption was that 
Faldo - the only time he Lhree- 
putted in the entire tournament 
was at the 15th on Saturday - 
had blown his chance but we 
reckoned without the F factor. 

Faldo was in good spirits 
despite his 73 because he was 
still in second place and there- 
fore would be paired with Nor- 
man again. “My goal was to 
shoot a 65 or a 66. 1 was trying 
to chip away at him." 

As well as Faldo played - his 
67 was the best round on Sun- 
day - Norman gave the impres- 
sion of being the biggest choker 
since the Boston Strangler. 1 am 
quite sure that had he been 
paired with, say. Phil Mickelson, 
in the final round. Norman 
would have dispelled the demons 
that have been haunting him 
around Augusta National. 

Being paired with Faldo is 
one of the ultimate tests. For 
one thing he is extremely slow 
the was warned about slow 
play here, his seventh warning 
on the US Tour this season), a 
grinder and an intimidating 
force to have in your shadow 
when all you want to do is slip 
into a Green Jacket and change 
in the champions' locker-room 
with the other Masters. 

There is ample evidence at 
Augusta National of the Faldo 
factor. In 1989 Scott Hoch (the 
name rhymes with choke) went 
into a sudden death play-off 
with Faldo and missed a two- 
foot putt at the first extra hole, 
the 10th. which would have 
won him the Masters. Faldo fin- 
ished him off at the 1 lth. 

The following year Faldo was 



Gladiators' embrace: Nick Faldo (right) hugs Greg Norman after winning the Masters on Sunday Photograph: AP 


in another play-off and this lime 
the victim was Ray Floyd. Again 
the denouement was atthe 1 lth 
where theAmerican hit his sec- 
ond shot into the lake. Floyd on 
fish. When poor old Norman got 
into a play-off here in 1987 an 
anonymous Augustan by the 
name of Larry Mize chipped in 
at the 11th to deny the Australian. 

In 1989, Faldo’s aggregate was 
283. in 1990, 278, and on Sun- 
day it was 276, 12 under par, a 
target he had predicted earlier 
in the week would be sufficient 
to win. “I didn't think I would 
win this week," Faldo said. “My 
goal was simply to have a good 
tournament. The big thrill is to 
go out and do it on the day. You 
never know when you've got an- 
other win in you. It’s a great feel- 
ing to know you still have iL 

“The Masters has excessive 


pressure. The course requires 
the highest degree of accuracy 
and strategy. I was in control of 
things. 1 never left myself any 
scary putts. There's a fine line 
between shooting in the 60s and 
in the 70s. I hit all the shots 
where I intended to. 

“Once I realised Greg was in 
trouble I gpt harder. Not on my- 
self. just doing everything a 
little bit better. The pressure was 
immense." 

Faldo said of Norman: “Tie’s 
a great player,a great competi- 
tor. He's a credit to the game 
and the game needs him out 
there all the time. 

“I genuinely feel sorry for 
him. What he's been through is 
horrible. It's hard to repair 
that but he'U be all right." 

The first crack in Norman's 
game appeared as early as the 


first hole where he missed the 
fairway, hit his second into a 
bunker and dropped a stroke. He 
went to the turn in 38 to Faldo’s 
34 and suffered a particularly 
cruel blow at the 1 lth where his 
putt for a birdie shaved the 
hole and he missed the short one 
coming back. The 1 lth has been 
good to Faldo. When Norman 
walked to the 12th tee he was out 
of controL Faldo, though, was 
aware that the 41 -year-old Aus- 
tralian had lost it at the 10th 
where he mis-hit a chip shot. 

Norman agreed this was the 
most disappointing single round 
of his career. “I’ve seen what the 
game gives you and what it 
takes fiom )oa Maybe these hic- 
cups that I inflict on myself are 
meant for another reason. I 
don’t know. There must be a 
reason. I think there's something 


waiting for me down the line 
that's going to be good for me. 

“My life’s not over yet Some- 
thing good is going to happen be- 
fore my career is over. I really 
believe that All of this is just a 
test Tm a winner, I just didn't win 
here. I'm not a loser in life. I'm 
not a loser in golf tournaments. 
Fm a perfectionist. If 1 wanted 
to be a brain singeon I could." 

Norman has just made 540m 
(£26.4m) from shares in the golf 
club company. Cobra. “You 
see. there’s a good thing about 
life. I’ve got something that oth- 
er people haven't got. I’ve got 
40 million bucks. God, I’d love 
to be putting the Green Jacket 
on. Fm sad about it. Fm going 
to regret it but it's not the end 
of the world for me.” 

He's got 40 million and he 
can't buy a Green Jacket. 


FALDO v NORMAN 

THE final round 
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Fade: per five 
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Norman has led seven majors going Into the lest round and has 
won only one of them. ' 
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Time to enlist an experienced negotiator 


I read a lot of newspapers in 
the course of my woiik. One of 
the many things that have 
struck me in the last few tur- 
bulent weeks is bow little of the 
troubles of English rugby has 
spilled over from the sports 
pages on to the news pages and 
into the leader columns. 

Those who are employed to 
instruct and entertain us on the 
great questions of the day, have 
been equally quiet. For where 
is that high moral tone for 
which Hugo Young is 
renowned? His voice is not 
heard- Where is Polly Tbynbee? 
She is silent. Is there no sound 
even from William Rees-Mogg? 
We listen, and we listen in vain. 

From all this I conclude that 
rugby is not quite as important 
in our national life as some peo- 
ple think it is. The only player 
the majority of citizens could 
name is Will Carling, and that 
would partly be for reasons on- 
connected with the game of 
rugby. If there were a compa- 
rable row taking place in foot- 
ball or cricket, we may be sure 
that there would be more 
chunks of weighty comment fly- 
ing around the place. 

But cricket and football have 
had their rows. Their structures 


are in place, more or less. 
There is much that the Rugby 
Football Union and the would- 
be professional dubs can learn 
from the organisation of these 
two sports. Most of such 
knowledge would consist of 
mistakes to be avoided. 

There is, however, a good 
deal to be said for the division 
between the Football Asso- 
ciation and the Football 
League. Something very simi- 
lar is inevitable in rugby union. 
The RFU would belie the FA. 
As Pfeter Wheeler, of Leicester, 
has said, the professional clubs 
do not want to tinker with the 
laws. My guess is that they will 
indeed be modified in the in- 
terests of greater movement and 
more “accessibility" - but that 
these changes will come about 
because of pressure from the 
television companies rather 
than because they are wanted 
by the chibs themselves. 

As far as competitions are 
concerned, however, the dubs 
are frilly entitled to impose 
their views on the RFU. The 
union’s attachment to the Di- 
visional Championship is quite 
extraordinary. The spectators 
do not flock to j'l The players 
resent it. The new managers, 
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on rugby 

such as John Hall, of Bath, are 
against it. It is a complete 
waste of time and effort. 

If the attachment to the old 
Divisional Championshj’p is 
extraordinary, the new one 

Italy and Romania ^ who 
knows? - are to be brought in 
as well. At the same time the 
RFU proposes to restrict those 
selected for the divisions to 
those qualified for England. It 
has already quietly chopped (or 
I think it has dropped) its 
limitation on foreigners, in- 
cluding Welshmen, Scotsmen 
and irishmen, in Fust Division 
sides. 

If it attempted to enforce any 


such restrictions, it would come 
to grief in the law courts. And 
if it persists with its compara- 
ble nile for the divisions, the 
RFU may find itself in similar 
trouble, always assuming that 
these artificial and unnecessary 
divisions continue to exist, as 
I hope they do noL 
Those rugby commentators 
who write off the claims of the 
clubs and the players as mere 
pretensions, do not seem to 
understand the law. They 
should try to get hold of the 
judgment of Mr (later Lord) 
Justice Slade, In the case of 
Derek Underwood and the 
MCC over the Kerry Packer 
‘’circus.” They migh t also have 
a look at the recent judgment 
of the European Court in the 
case of the Belgian footballer 
who was kept with a club 
against his will. United King- 
dom law has always been 
against restraint of trade: 
European law, which now 
takes precedence over the 
home-grown variety, is even 
more opposed to iL 

There are further lessons to 
be learnt from crickeL The 
truth is that the County Cham- 
pionship cannot properly sup- 
port a fully professional 


structure. The results are that 
professional cricketers are 
underpaid and that the game 
has been vulgarised by a variety 
of silly competitions. More 
important: there is no place 
now for the gifted amateur of 
the past. 1 hope Dr Gwyh 
Jones ( assuming he passes his 
exams, as I am sure he will), will 
be able to play open-side 
flanker in the first-class game 
for as long as he likes. 

I do not want to be gratu- 
itously offensive - heaven for- 
bid - but, most of those 
involved in recent negotiations 
or non-negolialiems do not 
seem to be up to the job. The 
one man who has spent his en- 
tire life settling disputes does 
not appear to have been greatly, 
concerned in the matter: I 
refer to Sir Pat Lowry, of 
Wasps, who was head of Acas 
from 1981 to 1987. Indeed, no 
industrial dispute was com- 
plete without the presence, of 
Sir Pat at some stage. Some- 
times he settled it, sometimes 
not. But at least he would 
know what he was doing. This 
is more than can be said of 
most of rugby's negotiators. 
Call in Sir Pat Lowry. That is 
my message for the week. 


WHERE ARE 

THEY NQW? 



Dave Bedford 


With his Zapata moustache, un- 
ruly hair and irreverent red 
socks, David Bedford helped 
substantially to popularise ath- 
letics (n his spectacular front- 
running style. He smashed the 
10,000 metres world record by 
some eight seconds in 1973, 
although his career lacked a 
major championship medal. 

The moustache is greyer now 
- ‘a distinguished silver, kinder 
people would say” - but at 46 
Bedford remains instantly recog- 
nised and has found seemingly 
the ideal niche as both head of 
marketing and international 
race director for the Flora Lon- 
don Marathon, charged with 


wooing both sponsors and blg- 
name participants. 

After his retirement ftom run- 
ning, Bedford had a brief career 
as a night-dub owner before 
becoming heavily. involved. in 
athletics administration, often 
controversially. He Is former sec- 
retary of both the Amateur Ath- 
letic Association and the British 
Athletic Federation and current 
chairman ofShaftesbury Barnet 
Harriers, his original club. • 

No less colourful a character 
off the track, he has had to tem- 
per some indulgences since 
falling seriously ill with a perfo- 
rated colon. “Happily, I'm 100 
per cent healthy now but I'm 


attari^ting to eat fewer curries/’ 
he said. 

Bedford ran in frls own event 
' in 1992 but is now merely a 
weekend jogger. There is ho 
time for serious trainlhg so I just 
jog around Hampstead Heath, 
where 1 always used to run. I 
know every inch of k. 1 bought 
a house in the village three years 
ago, 30 yards from the hospi- 
tal where 1 was bom." 

Divorced. he has a 12-year- 
old son, Tom, whom he takes 
to watch Tottenham. “He has 
turned me from .a lifelong QPR 
fon into a SpurinuL"- . .. 


Jon Cuttey 
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TODAYS 
NUMBER 

1,138 

Chris Smith’s I4th-mlnute | 
strike for Poole Town in Sat-, 
urday's 2-1 home defeat to 
Margatewas tfie.strugglink 
Parser dub’s first goal in 
1,138 minutes of Beazer 
Homes- League" football 
Their previous, goal was 
scored on 3 Ffebrijary against 
Havant. Poole have gained 
just one point all season.' " 
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sport 


Skerrett 
considers 
Wire move 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FI ELD 

The future of Kelvin Skenetl re- 
mains in the balance, with the 
Wales and Great Britain prop 
asking for more time before 
deciding whether to accept 
Wurington's offer. 

Skerrett will talk to his pre- 
sent dub, Wigan, today, but they 
have made it clear that they 
want him to go in order to bring 
down their wage bill. Skerrett 
would prefer fa j*o to a club 
nearer his Yu.iuiiire home, but 
Bradford's Brian Smith has 
ruled his dub out of the running. 

Wigan, who say that another 
player might have to go to 
ij . bring them within next sea- 
son's salary cap, have resigned 
themselves to losing their Test 
winger, Jason Robinson, who is 
leaving for Australia next June. 

Robinson had hinted that 
he would prefer to stay, rather 
than taking up a four-year con- 
tract with the ARL. “We arc not 
able to do anything about it," 
Jack Robinson, the Wigan 
chairman, said . 

The chib hopes to continue to 
get the best oui of him until his 
departure, however. The player 
stayed away foom training over 
a pay dispute last week, but 
made himself available to play 
at Castleford on Sunday. 

It was a day of departures at 
Warrington, with the former 
Great Britain scrum-half Mike 
Ford agreeing to a move to 


Wakefield. His replacement, 
the Western Samoan Willie 
Swann, is due to arrive next 
week. 

The dub has also parted 
company with its chief executive, 
Graham Armstrong, who has 
been replaced by John Smith. 

The referees’ director. Greg 
McCollum, has hit back at crit- 
icism of officials by coaches. Mc- 
CaUum said the referee at St 
Helens on Sunday had been 
right not (o allow an extra sub- 
stitute when a Bradford player 
was carried off as a result of foul 


play. 
“This . 


“This is not an international 
law, nor does it exist in this coun- 
tiy. It only applies in the Aus- 
tralian domestic competition," 
McCall um said. 

“A number of coaches are 
using the age-old practice of 
laying blame on match officials 
to cover shortcomings by their 
own players. 

“I openly admit that John 
Connolly made a mistake in 
penalising and sin-binning 
Leeds' Anthony Gibbons in 
Saturday's game ’at Oldham, but 
his error-rate was significantly 
Jess than that of some players 
involved." 

McCallum warned thaL action 
will be taken against coaches and 
players publicly criticising 
officials. 

The Rugby League says that 
it is confident of reaching an 
agreement with the BBC for the 
televising of the Silk Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup from next season. 



Armed combat: Two competitors indulge in a test of strength at the London Amateur Arm Wrestling Championships 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Battle of the biceps, wits and lunatics 


Ainslie has a heavy day 

Sailing 


The 19-year old Briton, Ben 
Ainslie, has suffered an unlikely 
setback in his quest to win the 
Laser World Championships 
in Simonstown, South Africa, 
writes Stuart Alexander. 

Ainslie, who will be the 
youngest competitor ever to 
represent British sailing at the 
Olympics in Savannah, was 
leading the fleet at the cut' 
which saw the top 50 progress 
to a gold fleet after six races, but 
suffered a bizarre setback when 
he was disqualified from the 
eighth race of 10 in the series 


for wearing clothing found to be 
above the legal weight limi t. 

This put Ainslie in second 
place, eight points behind Bra- 
zil's Robert Scbeidt, but still 
ahead of Stefan Whrkala of 
Germany. Another Briton, Ian 
Percy, was in fourth place. 

In Murcia, Spain, which is 
staging three qualifiers for Eu- 
ropean places at the Olympics, 
Bethan Raggatt and Sue Carr 
were 10th out of 17in the 470s, 
with 16 to qualify; Richard 
Stenbouse 12th out of 24 Finn 
singlehanders, with 20 to qual- 
ify, and Shirley Robertson 13th 
out of 26 Europe smglchandeis, 
with 19 to qualify. 


If you want to make an impact 
as a sport, it does no harm to 
encourage nicknames. 

Sunday night's London Am- 
ateur Arm Wrestling Champi- 
onships at the Sports Cafe, 
witnessed by approximately 100 
competitors arid camp followers 
and the cameras of cable tele- 
vision, abounded in them. 

In some cases, the derivation 
was obvious. Tony “The Lu- 
natic" Dure, for instance, did 
indeed appear deranged in the 
moments before he stepped to 
the spotlit table, staring fixed- 
ly into the middle distance 
with an expression of pent-up 
fury. 

FbrUnoBiceppo- aka Chris 
Andrews of Lancashire - the re- 
quirements were relatively sim- 
ple. After winning his contests, 
his role was to flex the bicep in 


question in response to a foot- 
ha 11 -style chant of “Uno, Uno". 

But how Wayne Blake came 
to have the nickname of “The 
Joker" was a mystery. He may 
have roiled his eyes occasion- 
ally. but there was none of the 
zany behaviour one expected 
from someone carrying such a 
monicker. 

The reaf^oker on the night- 
was the streetwise master of cer- 
emonies, Frank Pittal. The ac- 
tual jokes purveyed by this 
chubby market trader did noth- 
ing for the occasion - “Do you 
like my jacket? Do you know 
why I'm wearing it tonight? 1 
lost a ber" -but his hype soared 
to hilarious heights. 

“If you thought you saw 
lightning, get ready because you 
are going to listen to thunder. 
It's ‘The Lunatic’. Look at his 


Mike Rowbottom gets to grips with an 
event where the hype rose to hilarious 
heights at London’s Sports Cafe 


eyes. Look at his face. History 
in the making. World War 
Three is about to explode in the 
Sports Cafe..." 

The subsequent explosion 
was a controlled one, as Uno Bi- 
ceppo forced The Lunatic’s 
knuodes down an to the contact 
pad within a couple of seconds. 

Most of the night's matches 
were over very quickly. Vfery few 
turned into the extended, vein- 
bulging, sweat-beading en- 
counters that the sport suggests 
to the outrider. 

More than brute force is in- 
volved in a sport that dreams 
of the Demonstration Olympics 
- as all involved will tell you. 


Like most leading competi- 
tors, Curtis Annelle, a tramee 
with the London Fire Brigade 
who won a silver medal at last 
year's World Championships, 
trains five days a week. But he 
maintains the mental challenge 
of the event is the main thing for 
him. “It’s a battle of wits," he 
said. “An arm wrestling match 
can be over in a heartbeat." 

There are two main ap- 
proaches in competition - out- 
ride arm wrestling, where you 
tty to roll the opponent’s aim 
over, and inside wrestling, 
where you hook their hand in 
and try to force it down towards 
you. But forget the idea that 


one hand has to be kept behind 
the back - competitors grab 
bold of a wooden grip with their 
spare hands, and can gain pur- 
chase on the inside of the table 
with one leg 

Psychology is also a factor, 
particularly beforehand. Be- 
fore getting to grips with his op- 
ponent, Annelle - 6ft 4in and 
100 kilos - likes to emit a low 
growl. 

Elaine Pickup, the 25-year- 
old British and European 
champion at 60kg estimates 
that her sport is 80 per cent 
about mental ability. 

What criticism she receives 
about doing ann wrestling 
comes from the opposite sex. 
“Some men think it’s gross," she 
says. Usually, as it happens, 
men whom she could beat at 
arm wrestling. 


Pickup, a senior manager at 
an Accrington chemical works, 
is nevertheless concerned not 
to overstep the mark of what 
she considers feminine. Her 
arm, as she flexes it, looks far | 
more normal than those of fe- 
male bodybuilders. “If 1 had to 
look like that, I wouldn't do it," 
she said, “I work very hard on 
my image." 

"That image involves long 
hennaed hair, a leather bomber 
jacket and a black leotard. 
And, naturally, a nickname. “1 ' 
call myself Lady Natural." she 
said. “Because' I want to be 
thought of as glamourous in 
everything I do." 

As she went on to demon- 
strate, the glamour is matched 
by aggression. Just the thing to 
keep the cameras rolling and 
the sport's profile rising... 


Smith makes the best Of a Slow pitch ln dia inspired by record stand 

B QOC K __ - . . 


Cricket 

HENRY BLOFELD 


reports from The Parks 
Leicestershire 299-4 dec 
Oxford University 133-4 


It seems to have become the 
fashion to have a go at cricket 
at Oxford and Cambridge as if 
it is a mam contributory cause 
of the present plight of Eng- 
land's ride. This makes it a 
particular pleasure to be able to 
reveal the good health of the 
game at Oxford. 

The counties - they are still 


as eager as ever to come to The 
Parks and Fenner's far early sea- 
son matches - have usually, even 
in the old days, had their way 
with the universities in April and 
May. Now, Leicestershire were 
made to work bard for their ad- 
vantage over Oxford. 

On a very slow pitch Ben 
Smith batted 320 minutes fra- his 
123 not out against bowling 
which was steady and fielding 
which was always excellent He 
was helped in an unbroken 
stand of 1 76 in 44 overs by Paul 
Nixon who batted with rather 
more of a flourish for his un- 
beaten 100 in 176 minutes. 


Rydell and Burt share the 
limelight at Brands Hatch 


'H - 


Motor racing 

The Volvo drivers Rickard Ry- 
dell and Kelvin Burt tapped the 
timesheets at Brands Hatch 
yesterday in initial testing for 
this weekend's double rounds of 
the RAC Tburing Car Cham- 

^The Iwede Rydell cut more 
than three-tenths of a second 
from his own qualifying record 
for the 1 -2-mile Kent track, 
closely pursued by Burt and the 
Renault drivers Alain Menu and 
Will Hoy. 

Several drivers suffered 
mishaps, notably BMW's 
Roberto Ravaglia. the Italian 
badly damaging his car in a 
crash at Paddock Hill Bend. Ry- 
dell was also in trouble: imme- 


diately after posting the quick- 
est time he was in collision with 
the Tbyota of the privateer Lee 
Brookes, both cars sustaining 
light damage. 

The championship leader 
Fhtnk Biela missed the test, the 
Audi team leader undergoing 
surgery in his native Germany 
far a minor back complaint. He 
will be in action for final test- 
ing on Friday. 

LE/UKNQ TESTING TONES: 1 R FhdfiS fS«Wr). 
Voto 850, 4R557S, 95.11/roh U53i)6>(pW 
a K But (GB). Vbtvo 850, 4&B09; 3 A Menu 
CSwta). Renault lapma. 4S-71_4:_ 4 W Hcy 
(GB), Ftonwft Laguna, 45.844; JIJW 
fNZJ, Fort! Monoeo. 45.921; 6 JWrto*x£i 
(Gerl, BMW 320L45537; 7 J Thompson <G 8 ), 
VouxtaJ VBCtrs, 46.04* 8 J BmcWfe (GB), 

Audi A4, 46.045; 9 J CkSantl (GB), Vaurfurt 
Vectra, 46.046; 10 J Kaye (GB), Honda Ac- 
cart, 46.144; ll D Laos <G 8 ). Honda Ac- 
C0rt.46Ja0:r2T Honey (G 8 ).FaBSt 406. 
46J4& 


Thomas’s run alerts his rivals 


AtUetfcs 

Iwan -Thomas gave an eariy-sea- 
son wanting , to his rivals in 
Britain’s biggest track event of 
Olympic year. 

The 6ft 2in Welshman raced 
to fourth in the all-time Unit- 
ed Kingdom 400 metres rank- 
ings with a 44.66$ec victory at 

Jl OiS^riiish record header 
" David Grindley (44.47), .now-re- 
tired Derek Redmond (44.50) 

. and Roger Black (44:59) have 
nin-fasteri ~ - > 

. Thomas, who was 1 ifandi- , 
; capped by a hamstring ufy’uiy 
Jan 1 season when his best 


45.58, said; “I’m hoping to win 
at least a relay spot for the 
Games, lb make one of our 
three places m tfifc individual 
event, 1 know I will have to be 
r unning under 45 seconds}.'’ 

Alongside Thomas. Black 
and Grindley, the contenders irfs 
elude European champion 
Du’aine Ladqo, European 
winner Marie Richardson, Eu- 
ropean junior title bolder Mark 
Hylton and fast-improving 
Jamie Baulcfcv . 

Black, a former double Eu- 
ropean champion, said: “If 
everyone stays healthy,. the 
Olympic trial race should be 
sqmethingspeciaL"' : * 


Oxford are kept alive by 
Keeble who provided seven of 
the 13 players from whom this 
ride was chosen. The college 
rightly takes (he view that com- 
petent sportsmen are important 
to the health of a university. 

None of Oxford’s bowlers 
were taken apart The two tall 
South African openers, Pierre du 
Preez (left-arm over) and Rus- 
sell Tbomson. were steady at just 
above medium pace. David 
Mather, also left-arm over, 
bowled better than 0 for 81 
may suggest and the off-spinner 
Hasnaim Malik will have his re- 
wards as the summer develops. 


Athletics 

South Korea's Hwang Ttoung- jo, winner 
of the marathon at the 1392 Barcelona 
Olympics, yesterday announced Iris re- 
tirement Hwang said he had made the 
decision because he dtd not win a place 
in South Korea's ream for this year's 
Olympic Games in Atlanta. 

Badminton 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS (HetnbM. Don- 
mWTMi«M Third piece ptm-otc Eng- 
land 5 Russia 0. Mont drtftor- p Krawfes tt 
A Antropov 15-S li> 2 . Hun's dot****; c HiXtt 
and S ArcAsr be S MeMtov and A Khechatuan 
1M 15-8. Women's skiaWK i Miaenaga bt 
E RyMttna U -6 11-4. Woman's do n DN m J 
Wrttfo and J Batfcuiy tx N Chenotawa art E 
Karadmno 15-9 15-9. Mixed doifehn: Archer 
and awJbury bt N Zuw and M Yatasnevs 15- 
6 15-5. Sewm ft ptaoo: Scotland 3 Poland 2; 
Hntfi ptecec Ukraine 4 Wales 1; um place: 
Bifeni 4 Inland 1 

BasebsB 

AMBHCAN LEAGUE: Ctavetand 7 eos&n 6 (11 
hrtngtl; Seattle 0 Tbranto 4; Detroit 5 Cailor- 
na 4: Kftmesota 4 Battnore 1: Msw Yom Yan- 
kees 12 Tom 3; Oakland 10 Cheap VtHtvSoK 
Si MflumM05 Kansas C4y 2. 

mnONALUSMUe Oncmao 5 Houston 3 (ftst 
temg:Qnctmaa S Houston 8 iseont sok): 
Ptttsbuigi 5 Monmal 2: St im* 6 PMedetofte 
5s Los An^tos 6 Ftartda 1 ; Atlanta 4 San Dttgi 
Oi Cncago Cubs 6 San PiancBeo 2: Nav YOU 
Macs 10 Comrade 4, 


Six of the present side are in- 
volved with counties and their 
cricket was always purposeful. 
Little was given away by either 
batsmen or bowlers who clearly 
had a good working knowledge 
of the basics. 

While Chinmay Gupte, the 
captain who is a medical student 
playing bis sixth year, anchored 
the Oxford innings and Gul 
Khan with some lovely fluent 
strokes in his 56 not out,' showed 
that they are far from being out 
of their depth against Leices- 
tershire's front line bowlers. 
(lacs wonra EgaeooncldayofftrecJ 
LEICESTERSHIRE - Rrst Dialogs 
(Saturtay. 139 for 41 


B F Smith not out 

tP A NW>n not out..... 


.123 

ooo 


Total (Tor 4 dec. 85.4 overs) . 


_29B 


Did not tat A DMuOaBy.CC Remy, DJ Par- 
sons, ARK Pierson, D J Mins. 

Bowfln£ DuPreaz lS-O-60-1: Thomson 19- 
6J6-1; 7U-29C; Maher 19.4-241-0; 

Malik 20-3-65-1; Khan 2-0-12-0 
OXFORD UMVERSfTY- Fhst barings 

*C M Gupte c Pasona ft Ftercon 29 

I J Sutcliffe c Wells b Parsons 16 

A C Rkfley c Mun ft MtdlaRy 15 

G Khan not our „.3G 

M Wagh c Mums ft wens -.0 

H S MaM not out 6 

Extras (b3, ibS) 11 

Total {for 4, 52 awB). -JP3 

Fa«: 1-30, 2-45, 3-113. 4-114. 

To bat M E D Janet], tJ N Banv. R Thom- 
son. 0 P Mother, s P DuPreez 
Bowline MUIns 10-6-12-0; MuBaty 10- 
1-35-1; Parsons 13-3-37-1; Piercer JJ.-2- 
27-1; Wells 4-0-9-1; Maddy 2-1-J.-0: 
Macrmnan 2-1- 1-0. 

Umpires: A G T Whrtahend and N G Cowley. 


India 305-5 
Pakistan 277 
India win by 28 runs 


Sachin Tendulkar and Nayjot 
Sidbu shared a record 231-run 
stand to help India to a 28-run 
victory over Pakistan in the 
Sharjah Cup one-day triangular 
tournament yesterday. 

Both batsmen scored cen- 
turies in the second-wickel part- 
nership as India piled up 3G5 for 
5 from their 50 overs. Pakistan 
made a spirited reply, scoring 
114 from their first 15 overs, but 
were eventually bowled out for 
277 in 46.1 overs. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


lit Chnsoe WBer lA Mooce) IB-7: Huddersfield 
(AAdwt 9 on)txV 4 maratanDel(ROi«tonjl 9 - 
15: Norton (L GAS) bt UCB Cefcptane 

(A EdwnmsJ 20-17 rater extra end): Eitfinffon 
Court iS Thomas) M Camh«®! Parti IP HogeoJ 
16-14. 


Basketbafl 

NBA: OilcadD 98 Oawiand 72, Adana 99 
New JesevaO: Cnartone 94 Pfdadefpna 7ft 
WtehhHDn 110 Toronso 97; Ponand SI 
vencouwr 79; LA LAers US Phomn 114; 
Demer.98 Mnrasoa 91; Dentt 105 Boaon 
96 feft MtenJiee 114 Ort&ndo 101 : 
SasrameRfe 101 LA Ctppera 96: GOOan State 
S3 Utah 32. 


Bowls 

The Cumbria Oub from Carflsle mfesed 
the inspiration of iheirvrorid champion 

CftXrin, John BdBLvrfien they were beat- 
en 23-15 fy John Wickham's team 

Devon, in the firet round 
Df Ihe tnptes at the Engish Indoor 
Championships st Mefton Mowbray 
yesterday. BeN withdrew from the 
chsmpiorahfp because of work com- 
wfthCaifiste City Council and 
ced by the 52-yeamttt Pad- 
tfyWWiEre, who had never played in the 
Afl-EneSand finafc. \ 

EfKUSH MBPS WOOOfi chAUPKmsraPS 
[Mafton fcw?) Tr^)(ae BatpHoat E'srash 
® Safe] ftt Narti teSftam (TVfefe) 19-10; 
Td8*od» (JWifWteBiUtr 


Boxing 

The undefeated OrzuDek Nazarov; of 
Ksgiistart. successfully defended he 
World Boxing Association lightweight ti- 
tle In Tokyo jesteniay. knocking out Adn- 
anusferoreh, of Indonesia, In the fourth 
round. 

Football 

Porto seated the Portu 0 iese Ode tor me 
second successive year when they 
beat Salgueros 2-0 st home on Sun- 
day. The win left Porto, who are 
coached by the former England man- 
ager, Bobby Robson, 13 points dear of 
second-placed Benfica, who are unable 
to catch Porto wtth only four matches 
to play after their 04) draw with the bot- 
tom team. Campomatarense. 

The United States' Major League Soc- 
cer witnessed Its first shoot-out on Sun- 
day after Dotes Bum drew 041 wtth Sen 
Jose Clash. Dallas won the shoot-out 
Bolton's final home game of the sea- 
son against fellow Premiership strumas 
Southampton on Saturday 27 April has 
been made aU-tietet 

MAJOR LEA 8 UE SOCCER: PaSas Bum 0 San 
Jose CJah 0 petes Bum win shoot-out 2-1). 
CZECH REPUPUC SQUAD (Mofutional 
Wtaidfe v Rwriifc of Infeed, Strehw Sto- 
«tn, Prague, 24 April: OnftMpwK Kon- 
tm (Sparta Prafti#]. Sroicah (Newcastfe). 
Malar (WSK Uterecl DafandWG Such* 
Pan*, Karel (bath SfevU Pnaxt, Kid fee 
fKasestaum}, Hppai (Tentefe), Hamah 
Rapid (boh Spans PiMjo). GabrM (Vfldona 
ZiJkovj. MdflfWen; Hemacek (Savette), 
Rydah, fedred {both Sparta Page), fetal, 
Name (bah Schgte M), Pobonh^ Btfeei 
modi Sbn Prague), Betgar (Borusse Oort- 
rrund). ForwardcKuia (Komwtoutemj. Dtu- 
Irtc para Dmowrej, Srtkw (S fee Prague), 
Bamnak (Sgna Otomotd. 

DBNMARK SQUAD Ortenmiomd Mendhr v 
SeMfe«l l <feHfee8re,2AAp(9):SctmelcMl 
(Manchester IM. Kroch (Brondby); Qfean 
(Branoj/yl,RI*p«-(VfeaHarn 1 .»*a*ir(Bim)- 
> 9 ), Krtog tltoneae). fesraeo iSSteftorg, 
Schj orfe M g todensi). NMaan fBrondfty), 
Thomsen Cwreidi), M Laodrup (Real Matticf). 
NWren VBfott iBrarKfoyl. Beck [For- 

tuna cwgrd, B Laudrap fftonffre). Ras- 


(Chartun). Hotand Oteocaste). Dyre (Crystal 
Palace}, Eadhi (Nonncti)- Stand-by: Mareftal 
(Nonncftl; smart (Cftarten). Dooms deeds). 
Font (Leads). Cooks (Manchester UW), Moore 
(Tranmera), Stalls (Tottanftam). 

SUNDAY'S LA1E RESULTS: Spanisb I 
Tanenfc 4 (Ptrt 22, TO. Jumto 2ft Hapef 80) 
Salamanca 0; Adeoco MadnO l (Ptoii 45) Reel 
Bens 1 (Peres 44). Laate^POoRkmlAdetl- 
co Mated P36. PB74); 2 Barcatona I3S-71J; 
3 Valencia (3647). Ponogueso Usfloe: 
Campomsloienee 0 Duties 0. teaJng pesl- 
tkns: 1 Porto (P30. Pc.771; 2 Bwflea (3^64); 
3 Boeram (30-57) (Porto win Site). 


Hockey 

MEWS PRE-OLYMPIC TOURNAMENT (At- 
lanta, aunM: South Korea 4 Ar^n&na 2. 
STAMXN0S 


Brest Britain 3 

Sooth Korea 3 

United States 3 

Argentina 3 


T L 
0 0 
1 0 
1 1 
1 1 
1 2 
0 3 


F AFtS 
8 2 6 
7 15 
6 5 3 
5 6 3 
4 8 1 

3 11 0 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DflRStON 

W L T GF 

—Pttfstjurgh 49 29 4 362 

-40 31 11 282 
32 10 265 

Hartford — 34 39 9 237 

Buffalo 33 42 7 247 

Ottawa 18 59 5 191 

ATLANTIC WINSTON 
tP Wta dalp ti ta —45 24 13 282 

-NY Randan* 41 2714 272 

•Ftartda 41 31 ID 254 

-WaoMndton 39 32 11 234 

Toajpa Bay — 38 32 12 238 

New Jersey 37 33 12 215 

NY M an date 22 5010 229 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

cranuLUMsuN 

t Detroit -62 33 7 32S 

•Chicago 40 28 14 273 

Toronto 34 3612 247 

•StUxds 32 34 16 219 

•WhnfeaE. 


-36 40 6 275 
-28 42 14 227 


OAPTS 
284 1Q2 
209 »1 
248 BO 
258 77 
262 73 
231 41 


237 Bfl 
234 9Z 
204 89 
248 88 
202 86 
315 54 


181131 
220 94 
£52 80 
248 80 
291 78 
280 68 


The 240-ball partnership be- 
tween Tendulkar and Sidhu 
eclipsed India's previous best for 
any wicket in limited overs 
matches of 188 by Ravi Shastri 
and Kris Srikkanth against Eng- 
land at Cuttack in 1984-85. 

It was also India’s highest to- 
tal in one-day internationals, 
beating the previous best of 299 
for 4 against Sri Lanka in Bom- 
bay in 1986-87. 

l&odulkar hit 118 off 14Q balk 
with eight fours and two sixes 
while Sidhu plundered 101 off 
117 balls with three fours and 
three sixes. 

The captain, Mohammed 
Azharuddin, rounded off the in- 


Rngby Union 

ENGLAND UMDEft -21 fr FVanca, Bate, nor*, 
day): C Ortte* (Bwttrt. D Uger (Dmi. F Wa- 
ter* (Bath). M Dormy (Brett, capt). D Ron 
(SaM: M Jones (Leicester). S Bantam, TWood- 

mn (Oouceaer), N McCarthy (Bteti), A CoNno 
Swansea LHwreityt, N Rdbchor (Mmotayt. 6 
My AWtertoo). E Poor* (Bah). A Bennett (Qr- 
d). G Jems ILefceeaetf. fetawiite TMh- 
■on (Scurnhoroe), S Martin (Brett). B Hvda 
©odfcwO, t Fbreiy, C Fortey (Gtooct-Crrl, M 1 
Barald (Ww: HaniepooO. C GB 


nings by blazing 29 from just 10 
balls, 24 coming from the final 
over bowled by Ata-ur- 
Rehman. 

Pakistan’s mnings, reduced to 
48 overs because of their slow 
over-rate, was given a flying 
start by Rashid Latif who came 
in after the early dismissal of 
Saeed Anwar. He scored 50 off 
just 31 balls with six fours and 
a six. The captain, Aarnir Sohafl, 
batting with a runner, made 78 
off 76 deliveries before being 
run out, while Ijaz Ahmed and 
Salim Malik weighed in with 42 
apiece. 

SHARIAH CUP: Indta 305 tor 5 (S R TendUka 
118, N 5 SfcJtxj 101): Psteun 277 (Aaswi So- 
had 7a Rastef us* 50). hxBa win by 28 ran®. 


cupy me No 1 position for Ws country 
in place of Carl Prean and Chen Xinhua, 
vrfio nave both been left out of the squad. 


BntMave, Slovakia. 27 ApriQ: Men: M Sped 
(BefKs), A Doofce (Twc^sTibbi, A Perry (Devoo). 
B M h tfte P (Dertayswe). A Eden ttiaeO- tte- 
«en »1 Taj*» (Lares). Women; L Unas (Beds). 
A Hott (Lano&l, A Bra* (EWrtBJ. N Desten (Der- 
by). Reserves: H Lower (Staffs). 


eutUCESTERSHIRE (v WtewtekeUre, Couv 
tv OWMrioeeMp Ante, IMdmobtee. Srtnr- 

jpSriiStGi^Mirp 

Edwerte (Bony HE), L Oebome (Gtoucestart. 
D Moqpa (CheOEftiam), R MBe, J Dreris djd- 
ney), R PtiteiM iChehenham). N Netaws (l#o- 
nqil. S BaAMfei (Gtoucesaf 08). T canh, J Bttn 
(CtwKenham). A Knee (Lydneyi, I Patten 
(Ctwertry). AT" 


BKUND UNDEH-21 SQUAD (WarBafeoal 
Hencfy V Croatia, Sou Tontday 23 

AflriUfey (Totenharai, Date (liflon): OXOo- 
ter JQotBit. Ttacbar (MfleB». Brisco® 

Hefei ‘Cmzjrt.Fhffi- I 

*4*t (ffe > fesarj PM H Runcorn v 

fSeswftfjisan milifag // Southport i 

Qtefew rtnai isa, riMryw / 


lea hockey 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Ondboven, HertW: 
Pool B: EHafe 6 Netherlands 2 Lmmo 4 Be- 
larus l; Swoertend 10 Denmark L 
Mfe Gfette 6 Ptosbuidt ft Chioa 0 ) Z S( Uwb 
2 (eft Detroit S Data 1: Itante 5 NY Rangerc 
1; PMatelptaa 3 Tampa Bey 1: Buffalo 4 Hart- 
ford 1; Los Ansetes 5 Colorado 4 foQ; Anaheim 
5Wrm|peg2. 


T JO unless stated 

UERA CUP SEUmNAl. SECOND LEG 
Baicelana (2) f Bayun Mttfeb C2J (S-0) — 
BoMum (1J v Sfete PM0n (0) 

FA CARUNG PREMERSHV 

Erertoa v Uwtpool (ftp) 

Ef®SLE)GH LEAGUE FIRST DMSJON 

Port Vole v Grimsby (7.45) 

v Btrnteaham (7.45) 


PAORC DTVJSWH 

**Co4of»do 47 25 ID 326 240104 

-34 37 11 241 240 79 


’Vancouver 32 35 15 27 B 278 79 

Anehehn 35 39 8 234 247 78 

Etfmontan 30 44 8 240 304 68 

Lot Aitfdes — 24 40 18 256 302 86 

Sen Jose 20 55 7 252 357 47 

* cttnctKHf ptay-off both; t DMsIon UOe. 
■"■Conference me. 


(Henley): J MMd (Xentanrth). M cmk 
Wotefrtiy), M Patawr, D Watson imply) M fl* 
bvfrar (Nonn^am), M Ware (Selei G TorgH- 
W* (CoMMry. caoO. R Btatett, T Revan. P 
Bowman, SSafth, M EBa (si Fto&ft. M Fotn- 
tataa (Brett). S Carter (fegjy). 


Tabfa tennis 

Alan Cooto,tfie National champion, has 
been picked to lead the Engand team 
at the European championships in 
Bratislava, Slovakia, attire end of tire 
month. Cooke, the Commonwealth sil- 
ver medallist from Derbyshire, will oc- 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


lets LEAGUE Prater MWs*m; Baetam 

wood v Chertay; Bromley v a Abara (746); 
Enfield v-Purfleet (7.45); Ha^s vSution Utct 
KtdwvYeadmg{7.45); Knestonianv Bish- 
op's S&vtfiKt Yernd v Ajdesbuty (7.45). Fbst 
DMetaK Bayngsiote v Baienoau (7 >45); 
BefWiamstedvMadBnhead(7.45);) 


(7.45) 


SaOfD DTVtStoN 

Chesterfield v Wolsafl (7.45) 

Oxford UU v Notts County (7 

Wycombe v Rothahan) (7^15) 

1HVS) DtVtStON 

Cambridfe UU v Preston (7.45) - 
Cotchasfof v GHb^Bin (7 jI5) __ 

Harefort v Pfymorth 

v ItocMaio (7.45) — 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PHEWBt DIVISION 
PartidkvMMntaen 


CM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
Bath v Bddorm l nster (7.45) . 
Kotterfng v Otevenaga (7-AS) 


Hmtiwrtte y MacetesfleM ft AS) 
Runcorn v StaJjteldge (7.45). 




w Motecanba (7.45) . 


Swtev (Wort City; LMjndgevRiJtdip 
Wendfey v Marlow (7.45); Wtyteieafe v 
Sfenas.SMofeDMatoiK8art5teadvChtf- 
fcntEtPaar (7.45): BracknelvOortang (7.46): 
Edfewe v Hemet Hemptasad (7.45); H»rtp- 
Con v Hungerferd (7.45); Metropotan Pofice 
vTdbury (7.45). TbM OMetaiE Ctepton vfoe- 
l» (7.45); Hertford v Weakfemne (7.45); 
Southall v Harlow (7.45); Windsor A Eton v 
Kingshuy (7.45). 

BEAZER HOMES LENSUE Pnwfer DMAik 
C heltonhart v Stafford (7.45); Crawley v 
Merthyr Tydfi; Grairesend & Norihfleel v 
Newport APE: Uteston v Efeton: Rushden & 
Dianxvte v Gresfey; SudbuyTown v vs Rug- 
by. MUfend DMslon: Bury Town v Oudey 
(7.4ft; Besham v Redtfss; Gnttamv Buck- 
ingham Town 17.45); Stourtxidjp y Stelon. 
Southern DMshm: Ashford v Weymouth 
(7.45); Basftley v Havant (7J5); Enth & 
Behedere v Yate (7.4ft; TrtwWdge v Wa- 
tedootte; vfosBn-super-Msre vCfevadam Wit- 
ney v Sftflngxxjrrw (7,45). 

GREAT MILLS LEAGUE Premier Dttefcm: 
Caine v Odd Down (7.45); Patton v Man- 
gutsfield; WBsaaury v Bfldport (7,45). 


UNBOt® LEAGUE PreaferDMskm: B)yth 
Spartans v Marine; Coteyn Bay v GamEtar- 
oujjt. Rr«t DMston: Cuiton Ashton v WWt- 
ley Bay; wamngion v Congeton; Worksop y 
Eastwood Totm. 

HBGHARD UHIim COUNTES LEAGUE 
CUP Final first teg: Cogprttoe v Stewarts & 
Lloyds Corby. 

MTESUNK EXPRESS BIBLANDAlUAKCe 
BtetonaS v WBenhall; Bokfcnere Si Michaels 
v Halesowen Harriers; rfneuey Athletic v 
SandwdBcinugt;)foypei^eyVkn(navBar- 
vreU; Oldbury vShepshed Dynamo; Rocester 
v Stratford; West Midlands Pobce v Rushan 
Olympic; Botahal Swifts v Chasetcwn. 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Pteafer DM- 
skxc Great Yarmouth v Fetasume (7.45); 
HadWgfi yllptree; Hrfstead v Oaaon; March 
v Sudbury Town (7.45); Wanon v LowstofL. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Frit Di- 
vtetat Kktegrwe v Ftatun. 

NORTHERN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE P«- 
mtar DMslon: Armhotpe Welfare v Goote; 
Arnold v Hucknau; Manfy v snefoeW; North 
Feuttiy v Engs Ossen Town v ThacMey. 
MimSTQNLEM) KENT LEaQLE Ftet DMstam 
Chatham y Dartfbrt: Cray Wanderera v Slade 
Given; CrockenTrt v Bectensm; TranesmeiXJ 
v Hythtr. Tmfcndga IMeSs v GWflmJ 

Wtwsa«e v Furness. 

FBStATWN BREWERY IWRIHBW LEAGUE 
First Division: Tow law v Whitby. 


Tennis 

Irina Splrtea, the No 8 seed from Ro- 
mania, beat Mary Pierce of France 6-7, 
6-4, 6-3 In the final erf the Bausch & Lomb 
Championships on Sunday 
JAPAN OPOI (Tokyo) Mtefe etatfeethat routt 
J Krosfcft (StoisK) tv H Kaneto (Jatoi) 6-2 7- 
5; H OMtarem iGm) bt 8 Kaibateer iGefl 6- 
2 6-4; s Lansau (Can) bt M Knovriea iBaiv 61 
62: fi RusedsM (GB) R C-U St tab (Gart 62 6 
1: JTarantDillSIblT Henman IGB) 61 64 :S 
Canptoal (US) bt 0 Nesur (Cam 4-6 7-563.- 
K Cartsen IDen) « Y YamemotD (Japan) 67 6 
4 62: M Norman (Swej bt 0 Ogorndov fU*l 2- 
6 63 64; J ftereertmr* tCs) bi D Norman (BeS) 
8-2 3-6 6-2. Doubfee; first round: J Grabb and 
R Renebere lusi bt M l£e and c wumson (G 81 
8-3 62 S Iwaburtil and T Sunio (Japan) MT 
Chaen and D More Japan) 6-3 63. wuma'i 
eta0e«i flret round: N Sammatsu (Japan) b) 
L Peru (US) 7-5 63; M Endo Japan) U N Dechy 
(Ft) 7-5 64; A Grosman IUS) Ptei Sun&hee 
IS Kofl 62 8-3; K 5onten*oua (Stovah) bt M 
Sate Japan) 63 60; K Kfietewndl (Go) bt sre- 
tme Wang (TaO 62 62: N Wjrag (fewi) bt S 
Appeknans (Bel) 7-6 4^ 60. 


LEAGUE OF WALES: Connah's I 

gor Oty; Ebbw Vale v Barry; Flint v CaBmar- 
fte,- Inter Cardiff v Cwmbran; Uan sa nt fl ram v 

Caenws. 

BASS IRISH CUP S«n)-l1ruU replay; Qen- 
loran * Crusaders ia ttfindsorPprtt Befog). 
FAI KARP IAGER CUP SemMhial replay: Sr 
Patnok's Athtobc v Bohemians. 

P0N1MS LEAGUE Hr* DMlm Derby vflan. 
mere (7.0); Sheffield UM v West Bromwich 
(7.0). 

FA YOUTH CUP SonMrul ncond lee Wim- 
bledon (li v West Ham (2) (7.0) (at Sefenst 
Park). 

Cricket 

FRST-C1ASS MATCH (Fmal day rf three): Ox- 
tort Unaessay v LfeceWershre tut TtmPami. 

OTHER MATCH (Second day of four): Hamp 

stare Second XI v England under- 19 far South- 
amoton). 

Rugby Union 

HENBEN WELSH LetSUfi ftst Dhuktt: J*v 
ali v Aberavon (7 .0'. Second DMtere Tenby 
IM v Dunvant 1 7.0). 

CLUB MATCH: Cnttm j Cuks Keys ( 7 . 0 ). 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Men's Indoor Champtonshns 

(Metfon Mowbray*. 
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Beresford 
apologises 
for outburst 


THE INDEPENDENT * TUESDAY K APRIL I99G 


THE AGONY AND THE 


Football 


RUPERT METCALF 
AND PHIL SHAW 

John Beresford, tbe Newcastle 
United full-back, was obliged to 
issue a public apology yesterday 
following his very public dis- 
agreement with bis manager, 
Kevin Keegan, during the Mag- 
pies’ edgy 1-0 Premiership win 
over Aston Villa on Sunday. 

In full view of both St James' 
Park spectators and the Sky 
Sports television cameras, Be- 
resford and Keegan had a heat- 
ed argument on the touchline 
moments after the manager 
bad substituted his England B 
left-back after only 25 minutes 
of the match. 

“1 was totally out of order," 
Beresford admitted. “Tensions 
were running high with so much 
at stake. 1 cannot stress enough 
how sorry 1 am for what was two 
seconds of madness. 

“The gaffer shouted some in- 
structions which I felt were not 
suited to me and I reacted stu- 
pidly. I swore and 1 put him in 
a predicament. He was right to 
bring me off. It was the worst 
moment of my career. I am an- 
noyed that with all my experi- 
ence 1 reacted like that." 

Following the match, Keegan 
had said: “I told him something 
I thought he was doing wrong 
and when he answered me back 
like that, I just told him he was 
coming off. 1 just had to do it 
1 don’t think any player should 
talk to a manager in that way- 
but that will be the end of k." 


Hie Ipswich Town chairman, 
David Sheepshanks, has 
promised strong acLion against 
tbe supporters accused of as- 
saulting four Norwich City play- 
ers after Sunday’s East Anglian 
derby at Portman Road ended 
with a pitch invasion. “Every- 
thing has been recorded on 
camera and, if there are guQiy 
parties, the dub will have no al- 
ternative but to take very strong 
action," Sheepshanks said. Ips- 
wich won the First Division 
match 2-1 thanks to a Robert 
UUathome own goal four min- 
utes from full-time, after Bryan 
Gunn, the Norwich goalkeep- 
er, failed to dear a back-pas. 
Gunn was allegedly involved in 
a scuffle with fans behind his net 
before the final whistle. 

Ajax wifi be without their tal- 
ented Dutch international, Pat- 
rick Khiivert, when they attempt 
to overturn a 1-0 deficit in tbe 
second leg of their European 
Cup semi-final with Panathi- 
naflros in Athens tomorrow. 
Tbe striker has a knee injury. 

On the domestic front. Dim- 
can Ferguson is almost certain 
to miss tonight's Merseyside 
derby with a recurrence of a 
groin Injury. The Everton strik- 
er is unlikely to be induded in 
the Scotland squad which will 
be named today for the visit to 
the European champions, Den- 
mark, a week tomorrow. Fer- 
guson, who has had two hernia 
operations, may need a third 
during the dose season, which 
would rule him out of the Eu- 
ropean Championship finals, 
i facing a fitness battle is tbe 


Rangers defender Alan McLa- 
ren, who will undergo a knee 
operation in May. 

Blackburn may be without 
two forwards, Alan Shearer 
(groin injury) and Graham Fen- 
ton (back) for tomorrow's 
Premiership game against Wimr 
bledon. Tomas Brolin is unlikely 
to be in the Leeds side to visit 
Manchester United tomorrow 
and may have played his last 
game for the dub. Howard 
Wilkinson, the Leeds manager, 
was unhappy that the Swede re- 
iterated his intention to leave in 
the summer after the defeat at 
Chelsea on Saturday. 

Another foreign player on the 
move could be Uwe Rosier. 
Sheffield Wednesday, who had 
an offer rejected by Manches- 
ter Cily ember In the season, 
hope to land the German strik- 
er for £L5m once the season 
ends. John Pemberton, the 
Leeds defender, may miss the 
rest of the season after damag- 
ing knee ligaments at Chelsea 
on Saturday. 

Mitch Cook. Scarborough’s 
director of coaching, has been se- 
verely reprimanded by the Third 
Division dub's chairman, John 
Russell, following allegations 
that Cook had taken a group of 
players to a wine bar on the 
evening before Saturday’s 5-1 
thrashing at Plymouth Argyle. 
That was Scarborough’s fifth 
defeat in five games since Cook 


seventh successive defeat for 
the Yorkshire side, who are sec- 
ond to bottom of the division. 
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By Ached 


3 Drowning son hero saved dose 
to the beach (7) 

4 A huge weight. gold, in bade of 
car (7) 

5 Like to hold record in moun- 
tains (4) 

6 Yield to having this under joint 

7 in which there's no blade side 
as tar as one can see? (4,9) 

8 Crude estimation of position 
which pathologist gives? (4-9) 

14 Number of Jewish Queen's not 
second (5) 

15 Deem book not to be finished 

19 £>n certain horse hard hat 
could be required, it’s volatile 

20 Cne animal doctor, in refusal, 
shows ingenuousness (7) 

21 Intend to be seen in tom gar- 
ment (7) 

22 Serious listener’s at home (7) 

26 Stamp on this Frenchman and 
be sick? (4) 

27 One having left section or 
church is a bit cut off in tbe 
main (4) 


ACROSS 

I How ibe electorate shows its 
gratitude? 14.2.6) 

9 Unde, possibly Unde Sam. in 
the centre (7) 

10 Write about some music, one of 
The Planets? (7) 

i I Source of magic's Taint by dav 
14) 

12 Perhaps one minimally in debt 
shows strength (5) 

13 Error in drive of floppy disk t4) 

16 What baby will need, however, 
entering after due date (71 

17 Country's upper-class French 
articles with strings attached (7) 

18 New article on slurp material 
(7) 


21 Gutter press's feeble -sounding 
attempt in charity event (3,4) 

23 Broken panu gives personal 
connection with head? (41 

24 Very cross 1 had to follow short 
Roman historian (5) 

25 One's spirit's about right to 
smile (4» 

2S Glut of spariding asti consumed 
(7) 

29 Oriental leaves his place be- 
hind? (7) 

30 It's the way of the medical pro- 
fession (6.61 

DOWN 

1 After holiday a conservative 
dips into New York opening (7) 

2 Nurse leaves dish of chestnut? 
(4) 
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Win an exclusive 44-piece Carlton Cutlery Canteen. A contemporary 
styling in 18/10 stainless steel with a 50 year guarantee. 

CALL 0891 311 017 

When von haw the answers Lo the first three dues across AND the first three dues down phone 0891 311 017 and 
leave your answers with your name address and daytime telephone number by midnight untight. Calls cost 39p per 
minute cheap rate. 49p per minute all other times . 

Winners will he selected at random bean all coned entries received. No cash alternative. Normal Newspaper Pub- 
lishing rules apply- Editors decision is final. 
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Sweeping up: India's Sachin Tendulkar plays to the boundary during his innings of 118 against Pakfistan in the Sharjah Cricket Cup yesterday; as 
wicketkeeper Rashid Latff looks on. India won the match by 28 runs Report, page 23 Photograph: B K Bangash/A? 


Gooch ready to 
take up coaching 


Cricket 


Graham Gooch, one of eight 
contenders for the two vacant 
places on the England Test 
panel, has given his strongest 
hint yet that this could be his last 
summer playing for Essex. 

The former England cap- 
tain, wbo made iris first-class de- 
but in 1973 and will be 43 in 
July, yesterday said: “1 am not 
getting any younger and the 
time has come to think seriously 
about Lhe future. 

"Ideally, I would like to take 
up a coaching post and put 
something back into the game 
which has given me so much 
pleasure over the years. 

"Hopefully, such an oppor- 
tunity will come along wnicb 
suits me. In the meantime Fm 
just looking forward to another 
season with Essex. 

“I’ve certainly got no worries 
over my fitness. Fve been in reg- 
ular training since Christinas 
and feel fitter now at the start 
of this season than I have for 
some years." 

Essex's new overseas player, 
the Australian Stuart Law, said 
he is looking forward to his first 
taste of county cricket. "1 am 
here on the recommendation of 
Allan Border and Mark Waugh 
who both played for Ernes,” he 
said.“l regard this as a great op- 
portunity to forward my career. 


Hopefully, I will perform well 
enough to win a place in the 
Australian Test team.” 

Roland Lefebvre, the Glam- 
organ all-rounder, has been 
forced to retire because of 
pelvic damage suffered during 
an Sunday League match 
against Durham last July. 

"The injury Roland sustained 
is a very serious one,” John 
Fairclough, Glamorgan's con- 
sultant surgeon, said. "He tore 
an abductor tendon in his groin 
and the original scan showed 
some vety extensive damage. 
His bowling action works 
against him in that it puts a great 
deal of pressure on the pelvic 
region.” 

Lefebvre joined Glamorgan 
from Somerset in 1993 and 
played a major part in the 
county winning the Sunday 
League title for the first time 
that summer. He did not play 
again last season but was a 
member of tbe Dutch side in the 
World Cup, playing in two 
group matches. 

“Naturally, 1 am extremely 
disappointed,” he said. "I have 
thoroughly eryoyed my time at 
Glamorgan and I would like to 
record my thanks to everyone 
at the club for their continuing 
Support.” 

Lefebvre took 149 first -d ass 
wickets and scored 1,494 runs 
during his six seasons in county 
cricket- 


Hallett has no doubts 
over England’s future 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 

It is a strange sort of friendship 
that threatens expulsion, but the 
Rugby Football Union's friends 
in the home unions could today 
reveal whether they really are 
gping to invite England to leave 
the Five Nations’ Championship 
because their union no longer 
wishes to be encumbered by the 
Welsh, Scots and Irish in nego- 
tiating its television contract. 

The RFU, embroiled in a do- 
mestic dispute with its leading 
dubs, does not know whether to 
act innocent or indignant at such 
an eventuality. After all. the 
Ftench, even if for obvious lin- 
guistic reasons, have always had 
their own contract - and they 
have not been expelled from the 
FSve Nations since 1931. 

Tbny Hallett, the RFU sec- 
retary, insisted be was not being 
ironic when be said yesterday of 
the Angfo-W&h relationship: “It 
is always friendly and co-oper- 
ative and we speak regularly at 
aQ levels.” But the feet remains 
that at Lhe weekend Vernon 
Pugh, chairman of the Welsh 
Rugby Union and tbe Inter- 
national Board, announced his 
expectation that England would 
have to leave the championship. 

Selective media- leakages 


t 


moved the threat a stage further 
by questioning whether the 
RFU would be permitted to 
stage its 13 allocated Wfodd Cup 
fixtures, inducting both semi- 
finals, in 1999 when Whies will 
be hosts with matches taking 
place in each o£tb® five nations. 

Tbday's statement by Bob 
WeighiU, secretary of the home 
unions' and. Five Nations* com- 
mittees and a former RFU sec- 
retary, will show whether any of 
this was more than a bargaining 
loy. The RFU began by asking 
ibr a rise from 25 to <S0 per cent; 
the other unions want to main- 
tain an equal four-way split of 
a sum likely to exceed £150m 
compared with the £27m the 
BBC paid last time. 

The unneighbourjmess over- 
shadowed yesterday’s official 
launch of the 1999 World Cup 
at Cardiff City Hall and an- 
nouncement of the various 
routes by which all bar the 
hosts and last year’s top three, 
South Africa, New Zealand 
and Prance, will have to qualify. 
England, Scotland and Ireland 
will host the three final Euro- 
pean qualifying tournaments, 
each involving two other teams, 
in November 1998. 

When questioning at yester- 
day’s launch turned to the pur- 
ported threat lo England. Pugh 
made one oddly ambivalent re- 


mark concerning the share-out 
of matches for the *99 tourna- 
meoL “W: have an arrangement 
with the members of the Five 
Nations and while they remain 
members of the Five Nations' 
Championship that arrange- 
ment will continue," he said. 

The RFU bad been hostilely 
received at Sunday’s Five Na- 
tions meeting in Dublin and 
Hallett is less sanguine pri- 
vately than he is in public. "All 
we’ve done is make a statement 
that the RFU wishes to nego- 
tiate its own TV rights," he said- 

"We are members of the 
Five Nations, intend to remain 
members of the Five Nations, 
and I know of no plans to ex- 
pel us. Membership of the Five 
Nations is not incumbent on 
television negotiating rights. 1 
can’t see what the connection 
between membership of the 
Five Nations and World Cup is.” 

Tbe process to produce 17 
World Cup qualifiers consists of 
138 matches involving 66 unions 
played in five geographical 
zones - Africa, Americas, Asia, 
Europe and Pacific. The first 
matches will involve Trinidad 
and Tobago, Guyana and Brazil, 
to be played by this December. 

The last will be in the three-team 

tournaments at Twickenham, 
Murrayfield and Lansdowne 
Road 23 months later. 
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